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THE PRES IDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths) took the Chair at 3.30 pm, and read prayers.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Smith. Mr Robert - Select Committee of Privilege Evidence

HON J.M. BERINSON (North Metropolitan - Attorney General) [3.33 pmn] - by leave: On
10 May 1990 Hon Norman Moore moved a motion in the House relating to evidence given to
a Select Conunittee by Mr R. Smith. The motion, which was carried with Government
support on 15 May, requires me to report to the House, wh-ich I now do.

I have taken advice from the Crown Prosecutor who has expressed the view that there is
enough in the material to justify my referr ing it to the Commissioner of Police for full
investigation and for the laying of charges if that is considered, by the commissioner, to be
appropriate. I propose to do so.
For the assistance of members I should indicate that there were two reasons for the Crown
Prosecutor's recommendation that the issue be referred to the commissioner. In the first
place, further investigation seems warranted before a final decision is made. Secondly, my
administrative authority as Attorney General does not extend to requiring the Commissioner
of Police to commence proceedings for offences under the Criminal Code. While in theory I
could present an ex officio indictment in the Supreme Court, it would be a serious departure
from usual procedures to deny the accused the preliminary committal process which is
normally available.

It has been drawn to my attention since the motion was moved that a further prosecution on
indictment against Mr Smidth was pending at the time. It had been listed for trial in June.
There has been an unfortnate result of the reporting of the motion, and associated debate, in
this House. I have been advised by the Office of the Commonwealth Director of Public
Prosecutions that the judge has ordered that the trial date be abandoned because various
publications "were prejudicial and would not allow the accused to receive a fair trial". I was
not aware of the pending further prosecutions at the time the motion was considered and I do
not suggest that Hon Norman Moore or other members were aware of that position either. I
draw the matter to attention because the abandonment of the tria date is most unfortunate
and regrettable. It is a reminder of the caution that is required of the House in dealing with
issues of this kind.

Consideration of the statement made an Order of the Day for the next sitting of the House, on
motion by Hon N.F. Moore.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Parliamentary Secretaries - Duties

HON .M. BERINSON (North Metropolitan - Attorney General) [3.37 pml - by leave:
The House has previously been advised of the appointments as Parliamentary Secretaries of
Hons John Halden, Mark Nevill and Tom Stephens. As I undertook to do before the recess, I
now provide details of their respective duties.

Hon John Haiden is to be the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;
Hon Mark Nevill is to be the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Mines and Fuel and
Energy; and Hon Tom Stephens will be Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport
and Racing and Gaming.
In respect of duties in the House, the Parliamentary Secretaries will have the carriage of all
legislation which is initiated by their designated Minister. They may also deal with other
legislation as requested by Ministers in this House. As well as their role in Council debates,
the availability of the Parliamentary Secretaries should be of significant assistance with the
work of our new Standing Committee on Legislation.

in accordance with Standing Orders, Parliamentary Secretaries will be open to questions on
legislation of which they have charge. It will continue to be necessary to direct all other
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questions intended for Assembly Ministers, through the Ministers in this House. Outside the
House, the Parliamentary Secretaries will represent their designated Ministers as requested
and will be available to assist their Ministers in other respects which is consistent with the
fact that they are not to be sworn in as honorary Ministers. The fact that they are not
honorary Ministers explains their inability to deal in the House with questions which are not
related to current legislation. It will also indicate that Parliamentary Secretaries are not to
receive remuneration for their additional duties, nor will they be allocated additional staff or
resources. They will, of course, have access to existing Ministers' facilities and, similarly,
any expenses incurred in representing their designated Minister will be met from the
Minister's budget allocation.

The concept of Parliamentary Secretaries is new to this Parliament and the Government will
be open to suggestions for improvement to the initial arrangements after reasonable
experience of the system in practice. We propose, in any event, that the office be reviewed
no later than June of next year so that any perceived shortcomings can be remedied.

On behalf of all Government members I congratulate Hons John Halden, Mark Nevill and
Tom Stephens on their appointments, and I wish them well in their new duties.
Consideration of the statement made an Order of the Day for the next sitting of the House, on
motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the Opposition).

JOINT PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION
Appoinrment

On motion by H-on J.M, Berinson (Leader of the House), resolved -

That the following members be appointed to serve on the Joint Parliamentary Select
Committee on the Constitution - Hon Bob Thomas, Hon Garry Kelly, and Hon P.C.
Pendal.

.MOTION - ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
Downturn

IRON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [3.46 pm]: I
move -

That, understanding as it does the worsening economic conditions in Australia and
Western Australia, this House calls on the Leader of the House to state whether -

(a) he and the Government agree with their former Premier, Mr Dowding, who
has forecast a record number of people who will be out of work, including the
probability of a dramatic increase in youth unemployment;

(b) he and the Government agree with the predictions of a senior Western
Australian Senator and former Finance Minister, Hon Peter Walsh, over the
worsening economic conditions, including his revelation that the Prime
Minister is incapable of making tough decisions;

(c) he and the Government support the recently publicised comments of
Hon Julian Grill a formner senior Government Minister who has predicted that
a major economidc downturn is unavoidable,

and requests the Government to commit itself to seriously address some of the State's
economic ills, and to abandon the practice of governing by Press release and publicity
so that problems like a contracting economy and rising unemployment can be
properly dealt with, noting that the Opposition stands ready to assist the Government
to achieve these objectives on a bipartisan basis.

I take members back a mere 15 months to the last State election in Western Australia.

Hon Ganry Kelly: Who won that?

Hon GEORGE CASH; The member should not talk about winining things when he is about
to lose.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
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Hon GEORGE CASH: I was asked whether it was a threat or a promidse. Let me say this: In
taking honourable members back 15 months to the time of the last election, I want them to
cast their minds back to the slogan being run at that time by the then Premier of Western
Australia, Peter Dowding. It was, "Peter Dowding: A Future You Can Believe In". Now,
15 months later, no longer is Mr Dowding the Premier of this State; he is now a banrister in
New South Wales, as I understand it. No longer is David Parker the Deputy Premier of this
State; he is a person currently thinking about his future.
Hon Garry Kelly: He has a very good future.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I have no doubt he has, but I bet it will be outside Western Australia
and outside the boundaries of any Royal Commission or special parliamentary commission
which might be set up so that he does not have to give evidence.

Hon f.M. Berinson: What a disgraceful thing to say! You have no basis for saying that.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon GEORGE CASH: In talking about that future which people in Western Australia could
believe in, I hark back to a week or two ago when I was doorknocking in the Premier's
former electorate of Maylands.
Hon Carry Kelly: Who won that seat?

Hon J.M. Berinson: How did you do there?

Hon GEORGE CASH: We did reasonably well.

Hon Kay Hallahan: Come on!

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I am asking honourable members to come to order. We have had
a week's break. I did suggest, before we broke, that honourable members might take the
book of Standing Orders home and study it. Obviously they neglected to do that. I suggest
we start the week's sitting with some decorum. Incidentally, it has been a longstanding
tradition in this place that Parliamentary Secretaries set an example to other members with
their interjections.

Hon GEORGE CASH: As I was relating to the House, some one or two weeks ago when I
was doorknocking in the Premier's former electorate of Maylands, I was asked by a number
of constituents what happened to the future they were promised that they could believe in.
Things have drastically changed in the last 15 months in Western Australia; additional
information has been prised ftrom the Government on its dealings and the general economic
situation. Western Australia is not in the strong position that it was in 15 months ago.

Hon Fred McKenzie: Why did Western Australia receive a Moody's AAA rating?

Hon GEORGE CASH: Members of the Government disappoint me at times; they do not
really understand what a Moody's AAA rating means. I am talking about jobs and the real
economic situation in Western Australia. The Daily News, in a headline banner two weeks
ago, referred to Mr Dowding as the "Prophet of Doom". The former Premier, who said that
he would lead us to a future we could all believe in, is now the prophet of doom. He
suggested that Western Australia was sliding into an economic decline, that the number of
jobless would rise to 12 percent, and that youth employment in particular would suffer
badly. Mr Dowding is the man who led the Australian Labor Party to what has become a
limited victory only 15 months ago.

Hon J.M. Berinson: Did we win Government or not?

Hon GEORGE CASH: Yes, by about 200 or 300 votes.

Hon J.M. Berinson: We won by five seats.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I will tell members just how badly the Labor Party did in the
Maylands by-election last Saturday.
Hon J.M. Berinson: Yes, by all means.

Hon GEORGE CASH: The results of the by-election inidicate the feeling in the community
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as it sees Western Australia moving toward the economyic decline of which Mr Dowding
spoke. Itris interesting to note that Mr Dowding made those statements in respect of this
State's economic decline after he left the Parliament. He did not want to tell the people
while he was a member of Parliament just where he believed this State was going, but when
he left the Parliament he found a need to come clean and talk about this State facing a
significant growth in the unemployment rate.

Hon Tom Stephens: He was concerned about the destructive role of the Opposition in this
State.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I do not want to cake any notice of Hon Tom Stephens because what
he says is rubbish and I would like to give him an opportunity, as a new Parliamentary
Secretary, to set some standards in this place. When it comes to setting standards Hon Tom
Stephens has a very long way to go. The results of Saturday's by-elections relate closely to
my motion. In 1986, 65.9 per cent of voters voted for the Labor Party and the Liberal Party
received 34.1 per cent.

Hon J.M. Berinson: That was the two party preference system.

Hon George Cash: Of course it was a two party preference vote, Mr Berinson.

Hon Fred McKenzie: What year are you talking about?

The PRESIDENT: Order! I have been fairly patient and had a bit of a laugh about the
original request to came to order, but members must deal seriously with the business of the
House. Two things will occur: Firstly, Hon George Cash will talk to the motion he has
moved; secondly, members will stop interjecting.

Hon GEORGE CASH: In speaking to my motion I pointed out that in the MayLands by-
election in 1986. on a two party preferred basis, the Australian Labor Party -received
65.9 percent of the vote and the Liberal Party received 34.1 percent. At the 1989 election,
when we were told we had a future we could believe in, the Labor Government received -

The PRESIDENT: Order! On vigorously reading the motion, for the life of me, I cannot see
any reference to an election result either prior to or subsequent to 1989 and I suggest the
honourable member tie his speech in with the points contained in his motion.

Hon GEORGE CASH: I was doing that, Mr President. The subject of the motion is that the
Government commit itself to seriously addressing some of the State's economic ills. This
State's economic ills were relayed to me on a number of occasions during the run up to the
by-election last Saturday. In 1989 in Maylands the Labor Government received
60.14 per cent of the vote and the Liberal Party received 39.86 per cent of the vote, which
was a 4.7 per cent reduction on the 1986 results on a two party preferred system.

Hon Fred McKenzie: The boundaries were different.

Hon GEORGE CASH: In the 1990 by-election for Maylands the Labor Party received
55.44 per cent of the vote and the Liberal Party received a resounding 44.56 per cent. One
does not have to he too smart to work out - even Government members could work this out -

that the swing against the Labor Government on a two party preferred basis from 1.986 to
26 May 1990 was 10.46 percent. In Fremantle the swing against the Labor Party was
15.19 per cent and I have the figures here for all members to see. Clearly the constituents of
Maylands and Fremantle are aware that Western Australia is suffering an economric decline;
this is shown in the loss of jobs throughout the community. The State Government is not
addressing that issue as raised by the prophet of doom, Mr Dowding, who talked about a
12 per cent growth in unemployment in this State. Still the Government has no plan or
direction to address this problem.

In the Federal scene, Senator Walsh, a former Federal Minister for Finance in the Hawke
Labor Government, talked about the current recession as being engineered by the Labor
Party. Fifteen months ago Western Australians were told that the Stare Labor Governm-ent
would give them a future that they could believe in; yet Senator Walsh only a few weeks ago
said that the recession in Australia had been engineered by the Labor Government and that
things would get worse before they got better. From the Federal point of view the Australian
Labor Party has no positive policy to address the plight of Australians. I give credit to
Senator Walsh for making that statement. He made similar statements while he was the
Federal Minister for Finance, but they were not picked up by the Press. It was not until
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Senator Walsh left the Ministry that people started taking note of the very serious matters he
was addressing. Senator Walsh, when talking about the economic situation in Australia,
branded the Prime Minister as rioting mote than a spineless wimp. He said in that context
that he did not believe the Prime Minister of Australia was prepared to make the hard
economic decisoans that were necessary to get this country back on track. As a result,
Federal Ministers and members of Parliament attempted to rally around the Primne Minister -
although a number of Federal members clearly agreed with the statements of Senator Walsh.
Stepping outside the parliamentary arena, members may note that delegates to the National
Farmers Fedei .tion together wit the president of that organisation, John Allwright, were
also stating that the recession was already upon us- They predicted that we in Australia
would suffer dearly as a result of that recession.

The Prime Minister, the aileged guru on matters economic - with Mr Keating - claimed in an
article written by Peter Rees under the headline "Hawke warns of worse to came" that in
fact -

Australia's inflation rate and current account deficit would improve "over the coming
period' but the worst of the nation's economic problems were not over ...

He was predicting some light at the end of the tunnel but admitted that things would get a lot
worse before they got any better. One had only to read The West Australian this morning to
witness the plight of small business people in Western Australia who are closing their
businesses in vast numbers every week. The West Ausrralian this morning ran an article
about a furnitre manufacturer who suggested that Government charges and other imposts
had cost his business dearly and that he could not survive. I feel sorry for the small business
people who are put in that position, a position that may in due course see those people
bankrupt due to the Federal and State Governments' not coming to grips with the current
economic situation in Australia. Members of Government in Western Australia are not able
to recognise the real situation in this State. Perhaps as a result of the figures produced at the
by-elections last Saturday the Government wrnl recognise that people in the community are
not happy with the current situation, that a need exists for the Government and the
Opposition to work together to rectify matters.

The increasing unemployment figures in Westemn Australia is one such matter to be
addressed by us all, as a Parliament, over the next 12 months. The Opposition stands ready
to work ckosely with the State Government, indeed with the Federal Government, in an
attempt to rectify what will be a significant problem. We will work with the Government to
arrest those unemployment figures.

I invite Government members who have niot realised that we are facing a major recession to
visit the Parliamentary Library and read The Kalgoorlie Miner dated 14 May 1990. An
article headed "Grill: Aust. facing major recession" referring to the formier Minister for
Economic Development reads; -

Australia is looking down the barrel of a major recession, and it can do nothing to
avoid it according to member for Eyre Julian Grill.

Mr Grill was responding to comments made by a chief executive of a large gold mining
company, Mr Robert Champion de Crespigny, who was predicting a major economic
downturn in Western Australia. Mr Champion de Crespigny's view was that the downturn
was unavoidable and that the economy was headed for a bad fall. Julian Grill, as the former
Minister, was prepared to recognise that Western Australia is in trouble. He has gone public
on the matter and by doing so I suggest that he is calling on his own Ministry to take some
action to address the problem.

I urge all members to seriously consider the wording of the motion.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable members are carrying on private conversations, and
that should cease.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Members should take note of the requests contained in the motion.
The Opposition requests the Government to commit itself seriously to addressing the State's
economic ills, to abandon the practice of governing by Press release and publicity so that
problems like a contracting economy and rising unemployment can be dealt with properly
and reasonably. Members should also note that the motion includes a clause stating that the
Opposition stands ready to assist the Government to achieve these objectives on a bipartisan
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basis. I have no doubt that unless the Opposition and the Government work together to
address the problems faced by this State our young people will be the ones who suffer the
most. I ask members to seriously consider the motion and to lend their support not only to it
but also to the proposition which would have both Opposition and Government panies
working to avoid the recession which is clearly upon us.
HON E.i. CHARLTON (Agricultural) [4.08 pm]: I support the motion. In doing so, I
acknowledge that, like the Western Australian economy, I am a bit sick.
Hon P.G. Pendal: Nothing is that sick; the member would be dead on his feet.

Hon ETJ CHARLTON: I hope to improve in the short term by not allowing bad legislation
through.
The motion does not involve political grandstanding or some silly game. The economic
outlook of Western Australia and the nation as a whole is bleak. No member should attempt
to create an impression that the motion will benefit any side politically. Obviously it is not
beneficial to anyone to promote such a motion because the matter is so serious, If we do not
take steps to put the State and the nation back on an even keel the situation will become
worse. We should encourage people in the community, particularly small business people, to
exercise initiative and receive their just rewards. Our present standard of living cannot be
sustained, nor can the phenomenal business opportunities of the past be repeated, if action is
not taken. It is far beyond any political opportunism to discuss this motion or to treat it in a
way that does not demonstrate how serious is the position.

We cannot penalise the people in our society who make a contribution to society by
generating income by taxing them or placing levies on them and then redistributing that
money. The unfortunate fact is that that is what is happening in Australia today. There is
absolutely no getting away from the fact that while Australia goes down this path the
Government of the day still wins elections and retains seats. Australia is still going
backwards. The Government is maintaining its numbers in Parliament by simply handing
out moneys collected from an ever decreasing number of people. I mentioned in my speech
to the Address-in-Reply that if the Government continues to go down this path while at the
same time freeing up the banking system and deregulating financial areas, it wil demonstrate
to many people how much the Labor Party has become a free enterprise organisation. The
end result and the finiancial reality does not suggest this, but it is demonstrated in the
unbelievable imbalance of payments which this month is again $1 billion. The balance of
payments figure is estimated to be $20 billion this year. Every time the figures are released it
is said that the figures are a little better than expected or that the seasonally adjusted figures
must be taken into account. However, the bottom line is that we are going backwards by
$20 billion a year.

How can this nation and this State keep going? How can the Goverrnent continue
hoodwinking the people at election time by pretending that everything in the garden is rosy
and that we just have to ride out this 'tough period', as the Treasurer puts it? He says that
there will be a soft landing and uses all sorts of catch cries when the Federal Government
really has failed to reach the people and impart to them what is really happening. The people
have really been hoodwinked. It is unbelievable that people who no longer have
responsibility at a State or Federal level are simply running around the nation telling
everyone where the State and the nation is heading. The current Federal and State
Governments are stil] trying to con the people. I suppose that is a rough word; people do not
want me, let alone anyone else, to tell them that they are being hoodwinked. We have failed
to impart to them the seriousness of their position. It does not matter who or what one is, the
end of the line will come sooner or later.

Hon Fred McKenzie: In the current figures exports exceeded imports.

Hon E.i. CHARLTON: Can Hon Fred McKenzie just for once acknowledge that the nation
has a $150 billion debt? It is not all Government debt; much of it is private debt. It is private
debt because the Federal Treasurer freed up the money market and encouraged
entrepreneurial people; and he encouraged the Japanese to come into Australia which is
probably the greatest problem of all. Those people did not create a single business in this
nation. However, the Government welcomed the money they brought in. They spent cash
on buying real estate, on buying businesses that were already operating, on buying vast tracts
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of land - particularly in Queensland - and on buying up abattoirs. The Japanese even wanted
to get into the fishing industry. They want to get into everything. I have absolutely no time
at all for the Japanese. I do not mean I have no time for them as a race; I have no time for
the financial manoeuvring which they are absolutely smart at. They are taking us for the ride
of our lives because we encourage them. It has got to stop. Otherwise, Mr McKenzie, the
people that we supposedly represent and are trying to defend will be sold out. The
Government is selling them out day after day.

Hon Fred McKenzie: I just pointed out that exports were above imports.

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I will come to that because it relates to the crux of my comments in
supporting the motion. The Governor said in opening Parliament that 30 per cent of Western
Australia's income camne from the agricultural sector. The Federal Government, obviously
with the support of the State Government, is intervening in the wool industry. A motion
moved in the other place just a couple of weeks ago failed to gain the Government's support
for any move to criticise the Federal Govertnent for its intervention in the wool industry.
That is the very industry that has brought in constantly, over a long period, more export
dollars than any other industry. It has not brought in money in the form of cash to take over
some existing operations, but has brought in brand new dollars year after year that were
spread right throughout the community. We will see a reduction of at least 40 per cent in the
income of these people who in turn spread that money through the community. The first
users of that 40 per cent of income are the buyers, and this is something that has never been
stated in any of the Press statements, in any of the television interviews or in any of the
publications about this issue. Even the Federal Minister for Primary Industries and Energy
has not indicated that there wil be a renewed buying strength from the buyers of the
Australian wool clip if the price is reduced to 700o. No one has said categorically that there
will be increases in the flow of wool. The industry has not said it, the processing industry
has not said it and in fact the only comments on this have been quite to the contrary.

Hon Fred McKenzie: Does that not make it more competitive with other buyers?

Hon ESJ. CHAR.LTON: That has got nothing to do with it. it is one of the greatest shames of
the whole debate. That has nothing to do with it at all. The problem is that this commodity
has been affected by events totally beyond the control of the wool industry or of Australia.

Russia is on the brink of civil war. I cannot imagine how it can go on buying any product,
whether it be wool or any other comnmodity, in its present situation. China faced the same
situation 12 months ago and it pulled out of the market. That is one of the reasons why the
wool industry is in a crisis. It has nothing to do with the price of wool. The problem has
everything to do with the current situation that is pertaining in those two nations - in Eastern
Europe and China. The Japanese for their part saw these two important substantial buyers
pull out of the market and so they pulled out too because it suited them to put pressure on the
market. What have the Federal Government and the State Government done? They are
standing with their heads in the sand saying, "Is this not terrible! We have an imbalance of
payments. We had a $150 billion deficit and we have another $20 billion deficit and we will
have to bring the price down arid get something moving. Bugger the industry. To hell with
all the people out there. To hell with all the processors in Fremantle and the transport
operators and everybody else. To heU with all of that. We are going to get away from that.
We are simply going to make a decision for some short term gain which will cost this nation
dearly for probably 10 to 15 years." As soon as the floor price of wool is decreased the wool
buyers will expect it to decrease further.

Hon Fred McKenzie: That is the first time I have heard you advocate price control. You
usually talk about the law of supply and demand.

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: It has absolutely nothing to do with that. If members opposite want
Australia's largest export industry to fall over they should tell the Federal Government to
carry on in the way it is. Has the Federal Government intervened and told General Motors or
Ford Australia to reduce the price of their commodities by 20 pet cent? The Government is
protecting those companies, but it is not protecting Australia's largest export industry and
will not allow the industry to use 25 per cent of its funds to assist it.

Hon Fred McKenzie: Who introduced the floor price control?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: No-one introduced it. Mr Deputy President, I must come back to
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the motion from which I did not intend to stray, but obviously a number of members in this
House do not understand the situation confronting the wool industry. If they did, they would
not have allowed the current situation to develop. I cannot believe how uninfotmed are
members of the Federal Governmnent. including members of the Federal National Party,
about this question. An industry decides how it wants to market its product and it advises the
Government of the day accordingly. The Government introduces legislation which makes it
lawful for the industry to market its product according to its wishes. The same thing applies
when society tells the Government that stringent penalties should be enforced on a person
who commits a murder.

Hon Fred McKenzie: Did the Government provide the industry with financial assistance by
way of loans?

Hon ElJ. CHARLTON: No, the only money the Government provided has been for the
promotion of the wool industry. Members should not say that it was a handout to the
industry because the funds were allocated to promote an industry which is earning export
income. The more support the industry receives the better it will be for the nation.

Hon Tom Helm: The Federal Leader of the National Party has asked for Government
assistance.

Hon E.J. CHARLTON: I agree with the Federal Leader of the National Party who is of the
opinion that as the Government has intervened and will not allow the industry to use
25 per cent of its funds because the buyers will not buy the wool, the Government should
make good the money which is being lost to the industry. Buyers are buying only
20 per cent of the wool offered for sale because they believe the floor price will drop.
Hon Tom Helm would not buy a suit, a car or a house today if he knew the price of those
items would drop in the near future. As a result of the Government's intervention there are
no buyers.

Hon Tom Helm: So he is asking for some money?

Hon E.1. CHARLTON: He is saying that the Government should contribute the sum of
money which has been lost to the industry. That is what is happening in this nation. I am
using this argument as an example of what is occurr ing to this nation and it is rime we were
realistic and stopped living on cloud nine. Not only can we not afford to lose hundreds of
millions of dollars to which I and others have referred on a number of occasions, but also we
cannot afford to have schemes implemented which destroy small business in this State.
Small business cannot afford to employ large numbers of staff and, as a result, it is making
do with half its normal staff. Small business employs most of the work force in this State.
I keep hearing that Australia is at the crossroads; I do not believe that any more. We cannot
keep saying it because Australia has gone beyond the crossroads. It is now going down a one
way track and it has destroyed small business which has been responsible for Australia's
high standard of living. We are now travelling down a path whereby handouts are being
offered to people to keep them happy. As a result of the Government's financial
transactions, the nation's deficit is increased by $20 billion each year.

My comments answer any criticism which members opposite may want to make. I have
pleasure in supporting the motion.

HON J.M. BERINSON (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [4.25 pm]: I oppose
this motion. At the outset I must say I am surprised the Leader of the Opposition should
have started htis comments with a reference to The Maylands by-election. If I were in his
position I would have avoided that at all costs. In particular, I would have made no reference
to participating in the by-election by way of doorknocking. The only conclusion to be drawn
from that is that the Leader of the Opposition contributed in an important way to the halving
of the normal swing against Governments at by-elections of that kind.

Several members interjected.

Hon George Cash: You didn't believe it yourself.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Doug Wenin): Order!

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I do not intend to dwell on the question of the Maylands by-election,
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although given the result I would be more than happy to do so. I take this opportunity of
pointing to the desperation to which the Leader of the Opposition must have approached this
question in that it forced him to attempt a comparison of two party preferred votes in the
1986 elections as against the recent by-election. He spoke with some satisfaction of a
10 per cent difference in the Labor Party's vote over that period, conveniently ignoring that
the boundaries of the Maylands electorate changed significantly in the meantime and to the
detriment of the Labor Party.

Hon George Cash: Rubbish?

Several members interjected.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: Of course it is obvious that in both the Maylands and Fremantle by-
elections there was a swing against the Labor Party. The fact it was well below the swings
normally associated with by-elections, while satisfying in itself, does not blind the
Government for one moment to the significance of that movement. On the one hand the by-
election result does have to be accepted and acknowledged by the Government as a
reprimand. On the other hand, however, it is not simply a reprimand so far as the Opposition
is concerned, but an absolute repudiation of the Opposition. Moreover, given the
Opposition's obsession with Royal Commissions, blocking Supply and premature elections it
was the clearest possible indication to the Opposition, as it should be to us all, firstly, that the
electorate looks to the Lawrence Government and particularly to the Premier, Carmen
Lawrence, as doing a good job and being entitled to a fair go. Secondly, it is an indication by
the electorate that it does not want an early election, let alone the disruption or community
divisiveness of a refusal of Supply. Thirdly, the community wants a Government and a
Parliament which will get on with the job and look to the future, will offer positive policies
and wW not rely on constant references to and obsessions with the past. That is the lesson of
Maylands and it is the lesson of Fremantle as well.

Hon E.J. Charlton: How do you expect us to believe you when your former leader
contradicted everything that was said six months before?

Hon J.M. BERINSON: I defy anyone in this House to put a complexion on the result of the
by-elections other than the one I have offered.

Hon P.O. Pendal: You were wrong in 1970.
Hon J.M. BERIINSON: The Leader of the Opposition, having moved a motion which
purported to deal with the economy, did not deal with the economy very much, but Hon Eric
Charlton did. Between the two of them they raised significant issues which should be
addressed seriously and I will attempt to do that briefly.

I make it clear at the outset, although it should hardly require repetition, that the Government
recognises that Australia is currently facing very difficult economic conditions and that
Western Australia cannot expect to be entirely quarantined from their effect. Nonetheless,
this State remains better placed than most to meet them. The position was comprehensively
addressed by the Premier in her Ministerial Statement on the economy which was made to
the Parliament on 15 May. That statement outlined also a number of remedial measures
being pursued by the Government. The forthcoming State Budget will also be formulated
with the present economic conditions firmly in mind.

Standing Orders Suspension
On motion without notice by Hon J.M. Berinson (Leader of the House), resolved with an
absolute majority -

That Standing Orders be suspended so far as would allow the time of the debate to
proceed until 4.40 pm. when questions without notice would be taken, and following
the taking of questions without notice until 6.00 pmn, or the completion of motions,
whichever was first.

Hon J.M. BERINSON: In respect of employment, the Government does not agree with the
comments attributed by the Opposition to the former Premier that in coming months Western
Australia will be faced with a record number of people who will be out of work; nor is a
dramatic increase in youth unemployment regarded as inevitable. It is, of course, the case
that after strong employment growth during 1989 some slow down has occurred in early
1990. For the year to April 1990 seasonally adjusted employment rose to 763 100 persons, a
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rise of 1.9 per cent. Over the same period, however, the size of the work force rose by
3.8 per cent. Accordingly, between April 1989 and April 1990 the unemployment rate rose
from 5.4 per cent to 7.3 per cent. This compares with an Australian average of 6.2 per cent:
New South Wales, 6.2 per cent; Victoria, 4.7 per cent; South Australia, 6.9 per cent;
Queensland, 7.6 per cent; and Tasmania, 8.4 per cent. Although employment growth in
Western Australia is now below the Australian average it is significant that as at April 1990
the number of employed persons was 1.9 per cent higher than 12 months earlier.

Contrary to the implications of the motion, the Government does not expect unemployment
to reach the record levels of the early to mid-1980s. That is in keeping with the fact that
Western Australia's unemployment rate in recent years has generally been among the lowest
of all States and well below the national rate. Indeed, since 1983 employment in Western
Australia has increased by 173 000, or more than 30 per cent, the highest increase of any
State. It should also be understood that any rise in unemployment will largely be the product
of the Commonwealth's right economic policies. However, the Government acknowledges
the importance of these policies and accepts the need to complement the Commonwealth's
objectives of reducing inflation, the current account deficit and foreign debt.

While there may well be some increase in unemployment in the State over the coming year
as the impact of the national economic slow down is felt, it is expected that job losses should
be confined largely to sectors where activity is returning from the very high levels of the past
two years to more sustainable levels. To some extent this will be offset by investment in the
resources sector and the stimulus provided by the recently announced public sector capital
works initiatives. This is in line with the view expressed by the ANZ Bank, which suggested
last month that job vacancies were declining from an unsustainably high base and that the
decline did not point to significantly higher unemployment, provided a wages break-out did
not occur.

Turning to youth unemployment, the Government, as indicated earlier, does not expect a
dramatic increase in the level of youth unemployment. It is again to be noted that youth
unemployment has fallen significantly in recent years. Reflecting the improvement achieved
in recent years, 14 per cent of 15 to 19 year olds seeking employment in Western Australia
were out of work in 1989. That is certainly not a desirable level but it is far preferable to the
position in 1983 when the relevant figure was 25 per cent.

The Government has also established a framework to cushion youth unemployment and to
help unemployed youth to find work. This framework is designed primarily to help develop
skills and job search techniques, as well as providing work experience and contacts with
employing orgaisations. Such assistance, together with the encouragement being provided
for students to stay at work longer and to undertake further tertiary and technical studies to
enhance employment prospects and add to our skills base, should help limit any increase in
youth unemployment.

Turning more generally to the national and Western Australian economies, I repeat that the
Government has not, nor has it in the past, attempted to deny that we are currently
experiencing troubled economnic times. The tightening of monetary and fiscal policies by the
Federal government has resulted in a slow-down of employment growth, a sharp decline in
the number of residential building approvals from the extraordinarily high levels of recent
years and, since late 1989, a fall in the real value of retail sales. Members will be aware,
however, of the widely differing projections which have been made on the basis of these
developments. It is also self-evident, though contrary to the claims of an earlier Liberal
Government, that the health of the State's economy is inextricably linked with national and
international trends.

Fortunately, a number of factors continue to work to the State and national advantage. The
outlook for most commodity prices continues to be robust; wages growth has been controlled
through successive accords; and markets in Europe, as well as in established and closer
markets, present new and exciting opportunities. This is not to suggest that particular sectors
of industry will not experience some hardship, particularly those which experienced very
rapid expansion during the boom conditions of 1988 and 1989, or which have a high
proportion of excessively geared operations.

Most economic forecasters are predicting positive, if reduced, economic growth for 1990-91.
1 hasten to add that Western Australia's economic growth for 1990-91 is forecast to remain
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well above expected national growth for the fifth successive year. Economic activity in
Western Australia in coming years will continue to be buoyed by investment, especially in
the minting sector. The Australian Bureau of Statistics recently forecast that capital
expenditure in the Western Australia mining sector would be one of the few sectors
Australia-wide to expand during the current down turn.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Leader of the House is replying to a debate. I asked earlier
in this debate for members to cease their interjections and audible conversations. Members
have conformed with that request up to a point. It now appears that if I do not keep
reminding members they will revert to canrying on as though they are at the foory instead of
in a House of Parliament. The Leader of the House is entitled to be listened to and I am
certainly entitled to hear what he is saying. I ask members to stop their audible
conversations.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: It is estimated that new capital expenditure in the State would
remain more than 50 per cent above the Australian average in per capita terms. As members
are aware, over the past decade Western Austrarlia has generally had the strongest economic
growth of all the States. That has reflected the underlying long term strength of the Western
Australian economy and the competitiveness of our industry on world markets.
While, unfortunately, we wil also share in the current cyclical economic downturn, this
underlying strength of our economy should mean that we wil be less affected than other
States will be. Certainly we will be less affected if the Opposition can bring itself to
approach the position of this State in a positive way rather than constantly harping on its
attempts to talk the State down. That is what the general approach of members opposite
amounts to, and they ought to change that tack.
Hon P.C. Pendal: Read the motion; we have offered you that.
Hon J.M. BERINSON: If they are serious in offering cooperation in that effort, among the
first things they should do is to avoid the instability which their constant references to and
constant harping on blocking Supply and early elections -

Hon PCI. Pendal: It has got you worried, hasn't it?
Hon J.M. BERINSON: - wil inevitably produce in the community at large. It is not only
improper on their part to maintain that obsession but cannot be but damaging to the very
objectives they are claiming to support.

[Questions without notice taken.]

HON P.C. PENDAL (South Metropolitan) (5.11 pm]: I support the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition and make the point that this is one of the more important motions
that has been debated in this House in many a long day. The reason I can confidently say
that is that this motion deals with the livelihoods of many thousands of Western Australians
whose future is looking increasingly grim as each month goes by. I will address my remarks
to part (a) of the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition, which predicts that we in
Western Australia are looking down the barrel at a dramatic increase in youth
unemployment. Before I continue my comments on this subject I want to paint a picture, one
which I take no delight in painting, that the prospect of youth unemployment has reached a
crisis point in Western Australia along with a near total collapse of the apprenticeship system
which operated successfully in this State before the present Government came to office.
The remarks made by the Leader of the House in his contribution to this debate were
half-hearted to say the least. If nothing else it was not without significance that the Leader of
the House failed rather dismally to acknowledge that the motion contains an offer from the
Opposition pantics to cooperate with the Government to ensure that some of the dire
predictions do not come to pass. Members opposite who are not aware of the motion or who
have not taken the opportunity to read it are informed that, notwithstanding the picture the
Opposition has painted in parts (a), (b) and (c) of its motion, at the conclusion of the motion
it is stated that the Opposition stands ready to assist the Government to achieve certain
objectives on a bipartisan basis. It is a pity that the Leader of the House, the only member of
the Government who responded, chose to ignore the offer and I suggest, as the months go by
and as other decisions are made in this House relating to the Government's legislation, he
will come to regret his decision.
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The Opposition framed this motion certainly to be critical of the Giovernment, but to do
something more than that; that is, to offer a display of bipartisanship knowing that any rise in
unemployment would obviously be to the detriment of the people of this State and that any
rise in youth unemployment would be something of a more catastrophic nature. Not many
people can dispute the fact that unemployment is bad enough for a person to confront at any
time of his or her life, but to confront it immediately a youth has left school - he wants to get
into some sort of pattern by the time he is 19 or 20 - instead of holding down a permanent job
is to set that person on course for life and on a course that will be to his detriment and to the
detriment of this State. This Government has closed its eyes to the appeals of young people
to do something about the rising tide of youth unemployment in this State.
Hon Graham Edwards: That is absolute mubbish!

Hon P.G. PENDAL: I will demonstrate it by using figures from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics.

Several members interjected.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: In the course of the next 15 or 20 minutes I will demonstrate that this
Government has presided over the near total collapse of the apprenticeship system in this
State and that it has ignored all the warnings given to it by the private sector bodies and,
indeed, it has ignored the offers of bipartisanship which have been offered to it by people
such as the Leader of the Opposition in this place through his motion and through me as
Opposition spokesman on youth affairs.

The first matter I turn to is the indisputable fact that the apprenticeship system in this State
and the decline in its numbers under this Government has reached the point where the system
is in a state of near collapse. I remind members of the House that in part (a) of the motion
reference is made to the probability of a dramatic increase in youth unemployment. For
evidence members of the Government need look no further than their previous Premier
whom they stabbed in the back only a few months ago.

Hon Graham Edwards: Where do you stand on the current Liberal Party leadership crisis?

Hon P.G. PENDAL: That is easy to answer: I stand for getting rid of the Government,
which is the most disreputable Government this State has had in 100 years.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon J.M. Brown): Order! Hon Phil Pendal will refer to the
motion.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: I look forward to the time in the dying days of this Government when it
will seriously address the problem of youth unemployment. Only a few weeks ago the
Government's ex-Premnier, who was dealt wit so disloyally, predicted that this State was
about to face an enormous increase in unemployment and the people who would suffer most
were young people. In case members have forgotten the statistics or have never known them
I remind them that the number of apprentices in training in this State has fallen to an all-time
low under this Government. To follow a point made by both Hon Eric Charlton and
Hon George Cash, I suggest to the House that the number of apprentices in training is
indicative of the state of the economy. If there were a growth in the number of apprentices in
training that would be a sign of a healthy economy and in turn employers would want to
increase their work force and increase trainting opportunities for more young people. Is that
happening at the moment? I can tell members that it is not. I cannot tell them the number of
apprentices in training over the last 12 months or two years because for some reason or other
we cannot get the Government to answer those questions. However. I will give the record of
this Government since its election in 1983. In the six year period between 1983 and about
this time last year there was an unprecedented slump of 45 per cent in the number of
apprentices in training in the public sector. That is an example of the cormmitmient this
Government has to youth employment; that is the commitment this Government has to
increasing the opportunities for young people to do apprenticeships within the public sector.

Six years ago, when the Labor Government took office, 1 818 young people were undergoing
apprenticeship training in the public sector. This time last year there were 1 009 - a
45 per cent slump. In six years this Government's grand record has been a reduction in the
numtber of apprentices in training from 1 800 to a few over 1 000. The Government has
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made a meagre effort in response to take on what it so glowingly referred to a few years ago
as traineeships within the public sector. However, the slump in Government apprenticeships
reveals a 45 per cent drop, and if the number of traineeships the Government has created-
since 1983 is taken into account, the decline of apprenticeships and traineeships has been by
a factor of 34 per cent.

The Government has abandoned young people. The apprenticeship and traineeship systems
are the only two non-academic streams available to young Western Australians to get into the
skilled work force. The resources that have been squandered by this Government are having
an effect on young people. It may seem that the Opposition is like a broken record because it
keeps reminding the Government of the loss of $850 million but the reason that loss should
be harped on and emphasised is that the money could otherwise have been used for
apprenticeships. The loss is affecting those young people who may have been granted
apprenticeships by this Government. Both the apprenticeship system and the traineeship
system are contracting, and they have slumped to the extent I have outlined purely as a result
of the Government's losses.

Hon Mark Nevill: Keep talking down the State.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: There is no point to the interjection made by Hon Mark Nevill about
talking the State or its economy down. The Government has done that all by itself. The loss
of $850 million is now reflected in the number of young people who are not able to obtain
apprenticeships or traineeships. I appeal to Hon Mark Nevill not to take the easy way out
and to blame the Opposition, but in fact to recognise that the Government has been in office
for seven years and has implemented policies in the Federal and State arena capable of either
expanding the work force or, in this case, capable of tuning a healthy work force for young
people into something like a disaster zone. I do not know the current situation with respect
to the Federal Government decision to introduce a three per cent training levy on employers.
However, the last time I checked, the introduction of that three per cent levy on employers,
who are already doing their job, would be nothing short of catastrophic so far as young
people are concerned. Enormous imposts are already made on employers. They pay
company taxation and payroll tax, which is a tax on employment. However, this Government
and its counterpart in Canberra see some value in introducing a three per cent levy on
employers in order to introduce a training component.

In my role as spokesman on youth affairs for the Opposition, I am compelled to ask why as a
society - I do not direct this comment solely to the Labor Party - we have for many years.
until the introduction of a graduate tax in universities, have paid for the education of students
in tertiary institutions, which education usually results in a higher salary ultimately, and yet
the employer, rather than the community, is asked to foot the bill for tradesmen and skilled
workers. Coming, as it does, on top of that calamnitous drop in the number of young people
working as apprentices, that is a terrible thing for young people.

In the last full year of the Liberal-National Country Party coalition in this State, until 1983,
13 500 apprentices were in training. I ask members to seriously reflect on the fact that in
each succeeding year since 1983 when the Labor Government has been in office in this
State - it is not a question of a faulty Federal Government but of decisions made by this
Government - the number of apprentices in training has fallen. It fell to an all-time low of
9 370 by the year 1985. It did not take long - I give the Government credit for that. The
Government took away approximately 4 200 apprenticeships and removed opportunities in
the work force. The situation is worse than that. By 1988 - the last year for which I have
figures - the figure had started to creep up marginally to 10 600. I ask members to consider
the position over a five year period to determine whether the situation is more honourable as
far as the Government is concerned. I regret to say it is not. From a figure of 13 500 in
1983, after the Government had been in office for five years the figure was 10 600. That
represents a marginal increase on the previous year. Over that five year period the number of
apprentices fell by just less than 3 000. That represents a drop of almost 20 per cent. This is
not a small drop but a catastrophic drop, the effect of which we shall feel in five, 10 or
15 years from now.

Hon Peter Foss: In real terms based on our expanding population it is even more than that.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: As Hon Peter Foss said, based on an expanding population the situation
is even worse. I suggest that the Federal and State Governments will get into such a serious
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panic about this mailer and the need to inject trained, skilled people into the work force when
the economy turns around - God only knows when that will occur under this Government -
that it will search overseas to recruit young skilled tradesmen. That will be the legacy of this
Labor Government; it will take away from the young people of Western Australia, by a
factor of 3 500 in raw figures, the number of apprenticeships and traineeships in this State.

If the Attorney General were to provide some authoritative response, the Goverrnent would
probably claim (hat it has taken up the slack in the apprenticeship system through the
traineeship system. I saw Hon John Halden's eyes light up because he wants to quote some
statistics to rebut my claims, but he will not be able to do so. Any analysis will show that the
Government's taking up the slump in apprenticeships by an increase in the number of
traineeships will simply not hold water. The Government started the traineeship system with
a bang and it has ended with a whimper. i 1986, as its answer to the drop in
apprenticeships, the Government employed 343 trainees through the public sector. Two
years later the bottom had fallen out of it. The Government put on not 343, not even 300, not
even 200 trainees. The Government in 1988, with great generosity towards youth
unemployment, put 190 young trainees into public sector employment at a time when the
bottom had fallen out of the market for apprenticeship training. For a long time we have
signalled, the private sector has signalled, and employer groups have signalled disaster
approaching us. Those signals have fallen on deaf ears. On 17 January this year, figures
provided by the Australian Bureau of Statistics were used in this article from Sydney -

SCHOOL leavers would find it tougher to get jobs this year than their counterparts
did a year ago, leading economists said today.
And with a drop in job vacancies and extra Year-12 leavers on the market, more
would opt for tertiary studies, they said.

Of course not many people would find that part objectionable, but channelling people into
the tertiary sector when they know in their heart of hearts they want to remain in the
technical sector and go through apprenticeships is putting square pegs into round holes right
from the start. The article continues -

Australian Bureau of Statistics figures released today show that 13 per cent of school
leavers were unemployed in May 1989 while 80 per cent were employed and
seven per cent were not in the workforce.

Ma y I read one further paragraph which should chill the blood of every person in this place
who is sincerely interested in the question of youth employment? It continues -

According to Commonwealth Bank economic forecaster Jim Guest, the proportion of
jobless school leavers will be higher in May this year as the economy slows and the
number of positions falls.

Here we are in May 1990, the date predicted six months ago as being something of a
dramatic turning point - a detrimental one - when those jobless figures for the young would
be ever on the increase. If that was not enough to make the Government listen to any
warnings in January of this year, I ask whether it listened to the warnings given in March this
year when the Confederation of Western Australian Industry confirmed exactly what I have
now outlined to the House; that is, a dramatic drop in apprenticeships this year. I quote from
the Sunday Times of 25 March -

A DRAMATIC drop in apprenticeships this year has alarmed WA employers, who
are forecasting labor shortages in three to four years.

That is the very point I have just been making. I suggest the present Government will not be
on the Government benches then; it will be a poor, unfortunate Government put in to replace
it and repair the damage this Government has done to the economy - though I might say that
it will be a Government which will be equal to the task. Nonetheless, the employers said to
this Government in March of this year, "WA employers ... are forecasting labor shortages in
three to four years." I continue quoting -

In its monthly bulletin the Confederation of WA Industry says the disastrous fall-off
in apprenticeship numbers will mean a major shortage of trades people in three or
four years.
New metal trades apprentices dropped from 389 last year to 186 this year.
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That is a drop of more than half. To continue -

Electrical apprentices were also down from 151 to 76,
This is a slump in the order of that which I outlined before. To continue -

building from 230 to 141 and apprenticeships in food related trades from 218 to 98.
That is considerably more than 50 per cent. The article continues -

The confederation's employee representative on the Industry Training Council,
Mr Bill Duffy, said employers had to forget about the cost of apprentices.

Let me say something on behalf of the employers. While I know that Mr Duffy means well,
it is all very well for hint to say that; he does not have to pay the cost. I ask Mr Duffy - and I
know I do not need to because he is a good individual - as I ask honourable members of this
House, how can they seriously expect the private sector employers in this State to increase
the number of apprentices in training when this Government has brought about a fall of
45 per cent in the number the Government is prepared to keep on the public payroll? That is
not leadership. No-one on this side of the Parliament has ever, to my knowledge,
complained about money being sunk into such worthy causes as apprenticeship training, yet
dhe very reverse has occurred under this Government in the last six years.
The evidence keeps flowing in. That article appeared in March this year. In April the
Government had still not received the message. The Minister for Productivity and Labour
Relations not only does not get the message, but he denies there is a message to get in the
first place. In the Sunday Times on I April 1990, in what I think was a follow up story to that
on 25 March, Mr Troy camne in with his answer to these indisputable facts. The article says -

THE Minister for Labor, Mr Troy, has denied there is a dramatic drop in
apprenticeship numbers this year.

Members will notice that he says "this year". He does not dispute my claim that the number
of apprentices under this Government in that six year period dropped by 45 per cent for the
whole of the work force, and in the Government sector alone it has dropped from 1 800 to
1 000. The article continues -

Mr Troy said that the most recent figures for new apprentices for the last few months
meant that a total of 1214 had been indentured, compared to the 767 figure quoted by
the confederation.

The Minister denies that there is a problem, but the problem gets worse. It is like Nero
fiddling while Rome bums. We have gone from the Opposition's stance in May of last year
to January of this year, then to March and April of this year, and the Government refuses to
believe there is a problem. We now come to I I May. I think this was on the front page of
The West Australian: "16,000 lose jobs in WA downturn". I quote the article under the
Canberra dateline -

More than 16,000 West Australians joined the unemployment queue in the year to
April 30, according to new figures released yesterday.

The article deals with many other things, but as I said at the beginning, I am concentrating
today on the spectre that youth unemployment is at crisis point.

If the figures I have used are not enough to convince honourable members, let me turn to
those contained in The Australian Economic Review. Ist Quarter 1990. In 1982, the
percentage of unemployed young males in the age group 15 to 19 was 16.3 per cent. That
has now gone to 18. 1 per cent. If members look at the figures affecting females, they will
find that in 1982, when another Government was in office, the figure was 17 per cent. Today
it is 19.4 per cent. I do not know how much more evidence the Government needs to prove
the point that youth unemployment is in a very parlous position and is simply not being
addressed by the Government.

If members need any more evidence, I have a list of the latest figures from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics which indicate, as dramatically as any speech, the situation in respect of
youth unemployment. In Western Australia last May 5 000 young Western Australians aged
between 15 and 19 were unemployed; that was not in percentage terms but in real terms of
ordinary young men and women in our community. By March this year - a 10-month
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period - that figure went from 5 000 to 8 000, and yet the Government still refuses to believe
a problem exists. In the 20 to 24 years of age bracket, which is also regarded as youth
unemployment, the number of young Western Australians unemployed at this time last year
was 3 900.
Hon John Halden: Was that March?

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Yes. Today that figure is 6 400, and it is getting worse. Those figures
relate solely to unemployed males. Last May the number of unemployed males and females
aged between 15 and 19 was 6 400; in March the figure was 10 400, In the 20 to 24 age
bracket in May last year 7 300 were unemployed; today that figure is 8 800, We have been
told by the Government and we will probably be told by the next speaker that no problem
exists. I must say that assurances from Hon John Halden will not do much more for me,
given that we have had assurances from the Minister for Labour, who has been proved
wrong, and from the Prime Minister, who has also been proved wrong. As Hon George Cash
says in his motion, about the only person who has been accurate is Mr Dowding and it took
his demise from Parliament for him to admit that youth unemployment is rising in a
catastrophic way.

Hon E.J. Chariton: They will tax those in work a little harder in order to hand something out
to the young unemployed, to keep them happy.
Hon P.G. PENDAL: Hon Eric Chariton is correct. That has already started with the
proposed three per cent levy on employers.
It took a deposed Premnier to tell the truth: it took a deposed Federal Minister for Finance,
after he was kicked out, to come back to Western Australia and to use such unparliamentary
terms as he did about his own Prime Minister to tell the truth;, it took the dismissal of
Hon Julian Grill from Cabinet for him to tell the truth.

Hon Mark Nevill: That is a distortion.

Hon P.G. PENDAL: Of course he was dismissed. That was clear to everyone; he did not
resign voluntarily. It was a disgrace. I urge the Government to join with members of the
Opposition in voting for the motion moved by Hon George Cash, and to call on the
Opposition - as it has stated its willingness to do - to assist the Government. I suggest that a
good way to inject a bit of money into youth employment programs would be by finding out
what this Government has done with the $800 million of taxpayers' money it lost.

I support the motion.

HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan) [5.43 pmn]: Although I have been here four
years I cannot believe the performance of or the crocodile tears wept by Hon Phillip Pendal.
I hearken back to the Federal Liberal Party's policy about youth prior to the last Federal
election. The Federal Liberal Party said it would do away with the Skill Share program; it
made no great commitments to funding in this area. The Liberal Party did not advocate any
of those things. The State Liberal Party's way of dealing with youth employment was to go
along with the Western, Australian Chamber of Commerce and the Confederation of Western
Australian Industry, which said that youth wages should be cut. The Liberal Party went
along with the proposal to have direct negotiation between youths and their employers,
stating that that would be a fair and reasonable proposition for 15, 16 and 17 year old youths.
Of course it is not a reasonable proposition because ir is not a question of training, it is a
question of exploitation. This motion is about exploitation and about using the processes of
this House to introduce an absolutely disgraceful motion under some vague guise that the
Opposition wants to be responsible. The Opposition has not been responsible for the past
12 months.

Hon Graham Edwards: For the past 100 years.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is probably the case. The Opposition has not been responsible;
the speech of Hon Phillip Pendal was not a responsible speech. He decided to highlight one
area because the numbers proved his point; however, he did not consider something which
needs to be considered when discussing apprenticeships and where they come from.
Hon Phillip Pendal said there had been a loss of apprenticeships particularly in the metal,
electrical and building trades. That is right, but there has also been a loss of jobs in those
areas because both this Government and the Federal Government decided to restructure those
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industries, and to introduce new technology to give them a chance to prosper into the
twenty-first century. The Opposition is not about that; the Opposition is about taking some
cheap political advantage right here and now. That is what the Opposition is all about.
If the Opposition wants to look at the issue of apprenticeships, it is the bodies to whom
Hon Phillip Pendal spoke - the Western Australian Chamber of Commerce and the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry - which are not happy with apprenticeships.
Apprenticeships are too long, too costly and the training is not appropriate. All those issues
have been addressed by this Government. One way to handle it is not to have
apprenticeships in certain areas.

Hon P.G. Pendal: Put them on the dole.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is rubbish, and Hon Phillip Fendal knows it. It is another cheap
political stunt.

The Government's efforts reflect the opinions of those employer groups which are not
necessarily happy with apprenticeships and which believe that apprenticeships have been too
costly, too long and that the training is neither appropriate enough to new technology nor
intensive enough. In any downturn in the economy the most vulnerable employees in the
community are the unskilled workers and the apprentices, so they do not like them either.
Unions in certain circumstances do not like apprenticeships because they axe too long.
Mr President, I am sure you would understand that from your work history in dealing with
apprenticeships. There has been a long term problem with apprenticeships. Did the Liberal
Government address it? No, the Liberal Government let it go on and on. The Labor
Government has addressed it and now Hon Phil~lip Pendal has come here tonight with the
most piffling excuses for inaction over the 12 years the Liberal Party was in Governent.

Hon P.C. Pendal: They were at a record level then.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: They were inappropriate. Hon Phillip Pendal tries his best, but he is
not that clever.

Hon Mark Nevili: He is better than Hon George Cash.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is true, but that is not hard. Hon Phillip Pendal compared
figures from May to March from one year to the next. Blind Freddy knows what happens to
the figures in March. They are inflated by the school leavens; therefore, when one looks at
them they seem terrible. Hon Phillip Pendal does not like the facts.

Hon P.C. Pendal: The library provided the figures.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Hon Phillip Pendal does not like the facts because the truth is that the
figures were inflated. Hon Phillip Pendal knows he has been caught out again.

Hon P.C. Pendal: No, I have not. The library gave me those figures.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I do not care what the library gave Hon Phillip Pendal; I am telling
him what is the truth, If Hon Philip Pendal. wants to question that, he should make
appropriate comparisons.

It is unbelievable that the Opposition, with its stated policies, can come in here and cry these
crocodile tears about youth unemployment. If the Opposition had any facts to back its
motion or reasonableness in presenting its case, we would have had them paraded before us
for years. However, for years we have seen Opposition members come in here and trot out
lines which do not enhance the cause of youth employment but to a number of other matters.
These lines advocate the Opposition's own political ends, as do a lot of others pursued by the
Opposition. Wben the Labor Government came to power in 1983 unemployment Figures
were high. What did the Opposition do about them when it was the Groverniment? The
unemployment rate was nearly 30 per cent arid it is well and truly half that now. I do not
doubt that times are difficult; however, unemployment figures are nowhere near the figures
the Liberal Government produced. Hon Phillip Pendal and Hon George Cash are using this
issue as a sham. However, they could not resist the opportunity to include a bit of WA Inc
bashing in their contributions. They drew up a magical figure of $850 million which is based
on nothing because they cannot substantiate it. Despite those losses, the Government's
commitment in this area is greater than the Opposition's commidtment. The Government
stands proud on its record.
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Hon P.G. Pendal: By God, you will pay for that one.

Hon JOH-N HALDEN: That is all right. I am only too happy to do so. Hon Phillip Pendal
commented about young people being unemployed in March. The member got it wrong, and
I can understand that. I will go a little further than he did on that issue. In the last election,
which Labor won, the Government made a youth guarantee. If Hon Phillip Pendal looks at
that, he may learn about a policy for youth.

Hon E.J. Chariton: That is called politicking. Telling fibs.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: The youth guarantee identifies young people who have left school in
March and April and who are out of work for eight to 10 weeks thereafter. This is then
followed up by putting these people into training, school or employment. Every effort is
made to assist them through that process. The Opposition does not talk about that, nor does
it talk about processes or programs; the Opposition talks about political opportunism. We
have witnessed that here tonight.

Hon George Cash: The Opposition will witness the Government running out of time in a
minute.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: The member may try his luck on that. He lost on Saturday, and very
severely too.

Hon George Cash: I am talking about the business of the House.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Hon Phillip Pendal has based his case on very shaky ground. It is
unbelievable that he could try to foist that case on this House. The whole issue of
apprenticeships is and has been consistently under review. The number of apprenticeships is
dropping in the area where trades are suffering. One must accept a decline In that area. A
far more relevant and appropriate apprenticeship scheme must be developed. Do not be
fooled by the comments of Hon Phillip Pendal and Hon George Cash, but listen to what they
say; do not listen to the rhetoric they bring into this House. The Opposition wants to cut
youth wages and does not want to develop youth policies. The Opposition does not want to
develop better training for youth; it really comes in here on false premises. That should not
be allowed. I do not support the motion.

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [5.53 pm]: I
thank Hon Eric Charlton and Hon Phillip Pendal for their support and their very constructive
comments an this motion. Itris regrettable that the Leader of the House could not be here. He
had to leave the Chamber to attend a previously arranged engagement and was forced to rush
through his prepared speech. It would have served the Parliament better had he invited
another member to read his speech rather than to rush through it in the way he did because
that made it difficult to follow his argument.

Hon John Halden's puerile comments confim that he remains an embarrassment to the
Government. The Opposition would not expect his support for this motion given his tack of
understanding of the matters contained in it. I invite members to support the motion.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (2) - INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING

1. Collie Coal (Western Collieries) Agreement Amendment Bil

Bill introduced, on motion by Hon Kay Hallahan (Minister for Planning), and read a
first time.

2. Acts Amendment (Student Guilds and Associations) Bill

Bill introduced, on motion by I-on N.E. Moore, and read a first time.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE

Bills Report

On motion by Hon Kay Hallahan (Deputy Leader of the House), resolved -

That the report of the Standing Orders Commuittee on the introduction and passing of
Bills be made an Order of the Day for consideration in Committee.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY - SEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 17 May.

HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [5.58 pmj]: I support the motion moved by
Hon Tom Stephens. In doing so I congratulate Sir Francis Burt on his appointment as
Governor. I remember a conversation I had with a shire clerk of the goldfields about a
decade ago in regard to Governors. That shire clerk thought that Australians really did not
know how to be Governors; he thought the only people who really knew were people from
England because their upbringing was conducive to their becoming Governors. I did not
accept that view, tIn looking at the performance of Australian-born Governors and Governors
General over the last years one finds that the view of that shire clerk has certainly become
outdated.

Hon Barry House: Sir John Kenf was a good appointment.

Hon MARK NEVILL: I am speaking generally. Australian-born Governors have proved
worthy of their appointments. From the comrments I heard about Sir Francis Bunr and his
wife during a previous visit to Kalgoorlie, I am sure he will continue the tradition of doing an
excellent job, which Australians can do as weUl as anyone from the United Kingdom.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.33 pm
Hon MARK NEVILL In the debate on the Address-in -Reply I will talk about a number of
issues which revolve around science. I wish to speak about science and what is established
fact and what is public perception. Generally speaking, scientists are poorly paid and have a
fairly low status compared with lawyers, accountants, and, arguably, people who contribute
less to the economy than scientists. It is very disturbing that very few students are studying
difficult mathematics or the pure sciences. It spells danger for our economy and for future
technology which could be generated in Australia.

One way that 'we could assist science and scientists would be to establish an order of merit -
some sort of national award. We have special awards for the military and for the police. I
think an order of merit for successfual discoverers in scientific and technological fields would
do a lot of good. About the only recognition that a scientist can receive now is a Nobel prize
and that is fairly hard to come by. An order of merit would be an inexpensive way of
recognising the work that scientists do and would perhaps encourage them to strive more for
successful discovenies.

Hon D.J. Wordsworth: Need it be financial?

Hon MARK NEVILL: I do not think that payment would be necessary. However, if it could
be afforded, it would be an added encouragement.

What one generally reads in the Press about asbestos and the actions taken by certain people
does not have a great deal of scientific support. It is hard in these emotional circunstances to
talk rationally about the facts. In the American journal entitled "Science, a paper entitled
"Asbestos: Scientific Developments and the Implications for Public Policy" was published
recently. It was written by five distinguished authors and summarises much of the recent and
past research into asbestos. It helps destroy many of the myths about asbestos. In the United
States of America at the moment - these figures could probably be divided by 10 to obtain an
idea of the extent of the problem in Australia - approximately 730 public and commercial
buildings contain asbestos, the removal bill for which is estimated at between $100 billion
and $150 billion.

Very few people really have any clear idea of the minerals contained in asbestos. Asbestos is
usually divided into two categories. The first is the mineral chrysotile, which is known as
white asbestos, and another group of minerals called amphiboles. These amnphiboles can be
fuirther broken up into another series of minerals all of which come under the general group
of asbestos. These include crocidolite which is the blue asbestos found at Wintenoom,
amnosite which is a slightly less dangerous form of asbestos - an iron magnesium silicate -
and another three, anthophyilite, tremolite and actinolite, all of which comre uinder the
definition of asbestos. Tremolite and actinolite occur in abundant quantities in every gold
and nickel mine in this State. The dangers associated with these minerals have to be put into
perspective when we make public policy decisions.
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Three diseases are usually associated with asbestos. The first is asbestosis, a fibrous
condition that develops in the lungs and causes them to lose their elasticity. Asbestosis is a
time-dependent disease. One has to work in the industry for some time before one actually
gets asbestosis. The longer one works in the industry, the greater is the possibility of one's
getting this disease, which has as its parallel in the goldinining industry silicosis, which
develops the same fibrous condition of the lungs and causes lack of expansion of the lungs
and restricts one's ability to rake in oxygen. The second disease associated with asbestos is
lung cancer. The third disease, which is probably the most dangerous, is mesothelioma
which is a cancer of the pleura, or lining of the lung, or the lining of the stomach. Two
factors are clearly known; that mesothelioma depends particularly on two factors, the type of
asbestos and the size of the fibre. The fibre must be below a certain size before it can cause
cancer. The article quotes from four or five research papers and states that recent
epidemiological data agree that exposure to chiysotile at current occupational standards does
not increase the risk of asbestos-associated diseases.

As I said previously, chrysotile is the white asbestos predominantly used in asbestos cement
products such as fencing and building materials. Probably 95 per cent of the asbestos used in
Australia is white asbestos or clwysotile. The article also states -

Does airborne asbestos present a risk to the health of individuals in schools and other
buildings? The available data do not indicate that asbestos-associated malignancies
or functional impairment will occur as a result of exposure to most airborne
concentrations of asbestos in buildings. First and foremost, the levels of airborne
asbestos in buildings, even with damaged ACM, are magnitudes lower than
concentrations in the unregulated workplace in the past and approximately 1/100 of
the permissible exposure of 0.2 fibers per cubic centimetre of air in the U.S.
workplace.

It continues -

... surveys of asbestos in schools and public buildings show that the mean airborne
concentrations are several thousandfold lower. With few exceptions, the type of
asbestos fiber found predominantly in buildings is chrysotile. Accumulating
evidence indicates that this asbestos type is probably not associated with the
occurrence of mesotheliomas at low levels of exposure. For example, recent analyses
on the fiber concentrations in lungs of asbestos workers showed that chrysoiile
workers with mesothelioma had 400 times the median lung fiber burden in
comparison to workers exposed to amphiboles. Data indicate that mesocheliomas in
chrysotile workers appeared at lung burdens comparable to that required for the
development of asbestosis.

Basically it is saying that cases of mesotheliomna have occurred rarely in workers associated
with the chrysotide industry, which involves approximately 95 per cent of the asbestos used.
WThere mesothelioma has occurred in workers in this industry, it has involved massive lung
burdens of chrysotile and not low concentrations.

Hon Peter Foss: It is associated with it?

Hon MARK NEVILL: Ye6, but it is a very low risk, One point that seems to be missed in
much of the public debate is the question of risk. People talk of something being safe or
unsafe but in all these issues one is looking at relative risk.

Hon DT. Wordsworth: What length of time does it take before a person is affected?

Hon MARK NEVILL: I will come to that point later in my discussion of this matter. The
article further states -

Recent epidemiologic studies of deaths from mesothelioma in the general population
also suggest that risk from asbestos in buildings is minuscule.

The article quotes from three papers and states -

In comparison to lung cancers (an average of 130,000 cases per year in the United
States, largely attributed to smoking), an estimated 1,500 cases of mesothelioma per
year occur in the U.S. population. The data on death rates from. . mesotheliomnas
over the past 10 to 20 years indicate that mesotheliomas are increasing in males over
65 years of age who have a past occupational histry of exposure to asbestos. By
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contrast, death rates from znesothelioma in females of all ages have declined slightly
or remained constant. These results support the concept that asbestos in buildings is
not an important risk factor, as one would expect increased mesotheliomas in both
males and females in this case.

Risk analysis is a very sophisticated science in its own right, and the paper contains a table
showing estimates of risk from asbestos exposure in schools compared with ocher risks in
United States society. The estimated risk attached to exposure to asbestos in schools is 0.005
to 0.093; which represents a factor of less than one-tenth of one death per million people.
The annual death rate from whooping cough vaccination is one to six, probably one hundred
times higher. The annual death rate from aircraft accidents is six per million, from drowning
between the ages of five and 14 years. 27 per million, and from long-termn smoking,
1 200 per million. The risk associated with asbestos must be seen in perspective. One could
assume from some of the reports published that the risk is far greater than it is.

A ruling was given in the United States in 1986 which brought asbestos to the attention of
the United States public and instilled fears in parents that their children would contract
asbestos related malignancies due to high levels of airborne asbestos fibres in schools. The
panic was fuelled by unsupported concepts such as the one-fibre theory. That is a theory
which our own Health Department has been "using", to use a euphemism, in the Wittenoom
situation. That one-fibre theory maintains that one fibre of inhaled asbestos will cause
cancer. As members saw in that earlier quote, in the extremely rare cases of mesothelioma
associated with chrysotile, people had incredibly high burdens of that mineral in their lungs.

Hon Peter Foss: Is that white asbestos?

Hon MARK NEVILL: Yes.

Hon Peter Foss: What about blue asbestos?

Hon MARK NEVILL: I shall get on to that in a minute. The article says that available data
and comparative risk assessments indicate that white asbestos is not a health risk in the non-
occupational environment. I am not suggesting that people who work in that industry should
not take precautions; they certainly should. There is no real evidence to show that in a non-
occupational environment - chat is in schools and buildings - chrysotile is a health risk.
Crocidolite, or blue asbestos, is a different thing. If one wants to eliminate lung tumnours, it
can be done far more effectively by stopping young kids from smoking than by attacking the
asbestos problem. One should compare the relative risks.

Hon Peter Foss: Look at the damage which can be caused and the ease with which it can be
overcome.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon J.M. Brown): Order! The honourable member is
contributing to the debate. if he speaks a Little louder Hansard will be able to understand,
and. I shall be able to hear what is taking place in such an important contribution.

Hon MARK NEVILL: In regard to mesothelioma, once a person has it his life expectancy is
probably less than a year, but many forms of cancer and many other diseases have no cure.
In the natural environment we find thousands of natural carcinogens which can cause
problems.

Hon Peter Foss: It is easier to overcome problems with asbestos related cancer than, for
instance, with cigarette caused cancer, because it is harder to stop people smoking than it is
to stop them being exposed to asbestos.

Hon MARK NEVILL One unfortunate result of the report in America in 1976 was that
people rushed in and started ripping asbestos out of boilers in schools and things like that
without taking the same precautions that we require in Australia. As a result the risk was
increased. Asbestos is typically found in areas where school children would not have gone,
like boiler rooms. In some ways this public panic has probably had the opposite effect to that
desired.

There was a report recently on Channel 9 about Gabanintha gold mine, which is on the road
between Meekatharra and Sandstone. The mining company found chrysotile at the mine and
notified the Department of Mines. The company took precautions such as the supply of
breathing apparatus and changes of clothes for its workers. However, the claim was made
that the mine should be shut down and that the company was slowly murdering its workers.
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In my view that is the sort of outrageous conclusion people can draw from minerals like
chrysotile, but the evidence does not support those conclusions. As long as precautions are
taken in the work environment, there is very little risk of disease with that mineral. At
Gabanintha, the chrysotile occurs in rock called peridotite, and those rocks occur in every
nickel mine in the State. Every nickel mine in the State has serpentine and chrysotile in it,
but it does not present any real risk.

Gold mines usually occur in sheer zones in volcanic rocks such as basalts, and they contain
anthophyllite, actinolite and tremolite. These are all asbestos minerals, but there is no
evidence to show that any damage has been done by them. The reporter on the Channel 9
report said "This is not the blue asbestos you get at Wintenoomn, but it is asbestos just the
same." I do not blame the reporter for drawing that conclusion, but it is one that should not
be drawn. There is a great difference in the degree of risk.

I move now to Wittenoom and quote from an article, "Predictions of Future Cases of
Asbestos Related Disease among Former Miners and Millers of Crocidolite in Western
Australia". One of the four authors of the article is Bruce Armstrong, the present Executive
Director of the Health Department. Another is Dr Bill Musk, who is a chest physician whom
I greatly admire. He is on the pneumoconiosis medical panel where he does a very good job.
The paper represents a very extensive study of some 6 500 male and 410 female workers
from Wittenoom who worked in the mining and milling operation.

Members should remember that at Wirtenoom the mining and milling was done dry. I have
worked underground at Kambalda with many of the men who had earlier worked at
Wittenoom. The dirt was never wetted at Wittenoomn; it was worked and milled dry, thus
increasing the risk of asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma. Wetting down the ore was
frowned upon because the ore was harder to put through the mill when it was wet. It is a
well known fact that asbestos is a lot easier to mill when it is dry, thus increasing the dust.
The people in the mill, the mine office and the mine at Wittenoom were exposed to
tremendous burdens of crocidolite, or blue asbestos, in the workplace. At that time, young
people in the Wittenoom town Were also exposed to high levels of asbestos because it was
used in the driveways of people's homes. Children used to play in it because it was used in
children's sandpits. Tremendous risk was associated with that.

Returning to the paper on Winenoomn which was published in the Medical Journal of
Australia, the authors predicted that deaths from mesothelioma among miners and millers at
Wittenoom would peak in 2012; that is, about 70 years after mining commenced and
46 years after it ceased. Most mesothelioma cases are diagnosed 20 to 40 years after
contraction, and one would expect a peak at about 30 years, or between 1985 and 1995 - in
other words, now. My view is that the model used is wrong, and that the figures will not get
worse.

The situation in Wirtenoom today is very different. The town has been cleaned up.
However, the airport still needs to be cleaned up. The Federal and State Governments have
an obligation to clean up the airport because it was originally a Federal Department of Civil
Aviation airport. The mine tailings, which are 10 kilomnetres from the town, also need to be
either stabilised. pumped back into the mine or the area dammed and covered with water. At
present the tailings are being dispersed down Joffre Creek throughout the Pilbara.

The risks in Witrenoom are exaggerated by the Health Department because it is being ultra
conservative. Monitoring of the area has not been able to demonstrate that significant levels
of airbomne blue asbestos exist. in fact, the Health Department threshold value for measuring
the danger of asbestos, which was acceptable in previous years, no longer exists. Today,
there is no acceptable level. A decade ago some of the fibres the department was counting
were not identified; they could have been pieces of organic root material, although some
were certainly asbestos. However, all those readings have been well under the standards
acceptable overseas. The Health Department in Western Australia now refuses to accept any
level. It uses the "one-fibre theory" which I believe has been discredited overseas.

The reason it is thought crocidolite causes cancer and chrysotile does not is that chrysotile
dissolves in the lungs after a number of years, whereas crocidolite does nor. I read in the
paper a couple of years ago that the asbestos fibre has to be small enough to enter the DNA
helix to trigger the cancer off. However, if [ talk any more about that I will get out of my
depth.
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I have an extract from a popular British science journal New Scientist which is usually quite
accurate. It contains a photograph of some children on the back of a truck. The article states
that six of the 13 miners' children have died of asbestos-related diseases since the picture
was taken 40) years ago. From my inquiries of people who lived at Wittenoom that claim
cannot be substantiated. That is the sort of publicity which distorts people's perception of
the actual risks of living in Wittenoom versus relative risks of other things.

As a result of the Health Department's policy towards Wittenoom, the nursing post has been
closed as has the hotel. The tourist brochures say that great risks are involved in staying in
Wintenoom. People are being encouraged to go to a new motel which has been built on the
Whiite Spring Road. The town of Wittenoom is slowly being strangled. In the present
environment, where the town has been cleaned up and no mining takes place, the risk of
contracting tnesothelioma or asbestosis is minute. One must have prolonged exposure to
asbestos before contracting the disease asbestosis. Also, the police station has been recently
closed and the police have been relocated in Tom Price. This is an area of relative risk. I can
guarantee that more risk of death is involved when police travel 140 kilometres from Tom
Price to Wittenoom on a gravel road to attend an emergency than for them to live in the town
of Wirtenoom.

Hon D.J Wordsworth: It would be hard to persuade their wives of that.

Hon MARK NEVILL: There are ways around that, Mr Wordsworth.

Hon Tom Stephens: They didn't have any wives.

Hon MARK NEVILL: Officers over SO could be employed. The appointments could be
special appointments.

Hon Tom Stephens: The particular officer who was employed in Wirtenooni was desperate
to stay there as a young bloke.

Hon MARK NEVILL: I lived in Wittenoom for two years in 1980-81 as a geologist with
Western Mining Corporation and took a very close look at the monitoring done by the Health
Department before I went there because I had two young children. I looked very closely at
the house they provided which was on the eastern side of town and knew that the prevailing
winds in Wintenoom during winter were easterlies. There was no sign of asbestos around out
yard or the Western Mining complex. However, my wife and I made sure we kept the
gardens well watered to minimise any risk. Joffre Creek which drains the mine area runs
down the western side of town. At that time, the Health Department made the decisions
about where the waste, cleaned up from the existing sites during the early years, was to be
buried. The fools in the department dumped the waste in a gravel pit on the eastern side of
the town where no asbestos existed, presumnably intending to cover it later. Dumping the
material on the eastern side of town showed the lack of thought that went into the clean-up
operation. Anyone who examined the situation would have buried the asbestos on the
western side of Wittenoom, at least, because Joffre Creek drains the mine where millions of
tons of tailings sit in the open.

As I said, the relative risk to police from travelling on a 140 kilometre gravel road from
Tom Price to Wittenoom is far greater than the risk of a police officer contracting
mesothelioma in Wintenoom.

Hon D.J. Wordsworth: Would you be a party to transferring the school teachers to
Winenoorn in that period?

Hon MARK NEViLL: The school was closed down in the early 80s.

It is essential that monitoring be carried out at the towns of Newman, Tom Price, Paraburdoo
and Wittenoom; that will enable the community to see the relative risks between the three
towns. One of the asbestos minerals which I talked about called axnosire, which is less
dangerous than blue asbestos, is prevalent and there is no doubt that these minerals occur
throughout the whole l-arnersley iron ore province. We can obtain an objective assessment
of the risk at Wintenoom by doing gravirnetric monitoring of airborne asbestos fibres in those
other towns, then we can see whether the burden in the air at Wittenoom is any higher. 1 do
not believe it will be any higher; certainly testing carried out to date has failed to show that.
Hon Tom Stephens: Should we have a joint approach to this?
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Hon MARK NEVIOLL: [ do not mind, as long as something is done.

I turn now to the greenhouse effect, about which Hon Doug Wenn spoke at length recently.
He pointed out the differing views regarding what is fact and what is fiction put forward on
this topic. I refer members to views by reputable journals. such as Nature, and note that the
popular Press does not uphold those views. The person who first predicted the greenhouse
effect about 20 years ago was a Soviet scientist, Mikhail Budyko. His view, and that
expressed in the reputable journals, is very different from that espoused by the popular Press
whose view is based upon the beliefs of the American scientists. The Americans believe
from their computerised computer models that as the atmosphere warms the interiors of
continents will dry out. Russian scientists, and many others, state conclusively that in the
very dry periods between the glacial eras - that is, the interglacial or climatic optimum - great
precipitation has occurred, not lack of it.

This view is reinforced by growth rings in trees and from palynology, the study of plant
spores and pollen in sediment. The journal Nature outlines a study of growth rings in coral
in the Red Sea. The study shows that during the last warm period, between the last two
glacial periods, a great monsoonal activity and run off occurred. The palaeo climatic
informnation also shows that all of North Africa was covered by forests during the last warm
period, a view which is directly opposite to the view expressed in the popular Press, a view
based on the American models.

My view is that the palaeoclimatic data is much more reliable; that is, as the earth's
atmosphere warms, much more evaporation of the oceans occurs with steeper gradients
between dhe sea and the land, thus causing stronger monsoonal activity, with those monsoons
penetrating further inland. A host of scientific evidence is about to back up that theory.
Over the next 10 or 15 years we may witness a drying out of soils but, in my view, that
should be followed by a greenhouse "paradise". If one considers the palaeo climatic data,
that is the complete opposite to the assumptions made by the popular Press.

Knowledge of the greenhouse effect has been around for at least 20 years. I read many
articles on that topic during the 1970s. The argument was not whether the atmosphere was
warming; it revolved around whether the atmosphere would warm by one degree or up to
four degrees centigrade by the year 2040. Unscrupulous scientists, andI all sorts of people.
were whipping up hysteria about the greenhouse effect, in many cases to promote their own
careers and research projects. I do not believe that atmospheric warming is a great problem.
We are heading towards the next ice age. I believe we are facing a cooler period, and that
the atmospheric warming is perhaps compensating for that slide towards the next ice age.
The situation is not particularly harmrful but needs to be watched carefully.

I turn now to polychlorinated biphenyls. The perception of most people is that PCIs are
deadly substances. PCl~s were discovered in the 1880s and used since that time because they
are very stable at high temperatures. Like many other substances which are stable, PCBs
persist in the environment; therefore, the conclusion drawn is that they must be harmful.
PCBs have many uses and during the 1930s and the 1940s they were used as insulation for
cables in mines. In this way they reduced death from electrical accidents in mines in a
dramatic way.

On numerous occasions PCBs have been released into the envirornent. In 1968 in Japan the
Yusho rice oil disease was a result of contamination by PCBs. At that time 15 pregnant
women were studied; two women experienced stillbirths;, 1.0 of the 13 babies had abnormal
skin pigmentation; nine babies had discharges from the eyes, and all babies except one were
small compared with the national average. The article to which I am referring states further -

Fortunately, a follow-up on the progress of the 1.3 has shown no persistent
abnormalities.

No doubt exposure to PCBs causes chloracne, dark pigmentation of the skin and discharges
from the eyes. However, the effects do not appear to be long term.
The New South Wales branch of the Electrical Trades Union has been studying 2 000 people
employed at the Dukon condenser plant in Sydney. That study has not revealed any
significant trends among the ex-employees.

Like any other chemnical, PCBs should be handled with care. They are harmful, but the
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public perception of the danger and risk involved is way out of proportion to reality. The
best way to eliminate PC Bs is to incinerate them at more than 1 000 degrees centigrade.
When PCBs are burnt at low temperatures, so-called deadly dioxins are generated. In my
view, if PC Bs are as dangerous as people claim, 1 cannot see any objection to PCBs being
dealt with by the proposed Mt Walton incinerator at Southern Cross.

Greenpeace has a policy of opposing the incineration of any of this material. What is
happening is that is it being stored in all sorts of places and it has been estimated that
60 per cent of all PCBs used have been dumped illegally. The evidence shows that PCBs
accumulate in tissue and cause nausea and chiorarne, but no strong evidence exists to show
that they cause cancer or some of the other problems it is alleged they cause.

Dioxins are other chemicals which have a reputation which is out of proportion to what
research actually indicates. Many emotive arguments are stated about dioxins. The main
source of dioxins is the incineration of industrial waste. When organiochiorides are
incinerated at low temperatures, they give off the dioxins. There is no such thing as dioxin
as dioxins are composed of 70 or 80 chemical compounds. Of the dioxins released into the
environment in Sweden, only two per cent were found to come from the paper industry and
48 per cent were found to come from metal industries. Therefore, if people are so concerned
about these chemicals, they should be tackling the metal industries and not the paper pulp
industries. This is an illustration of how the focus of these arguments can become distorted.

Dioxins can be found in just about everything, because over the last 10 to 20 years there have
been great advancements in analytical techniques with chemicals, and scientists are able to
detect them in a manner that they were unable to in the past. Analysis of lettuces has shown
that dioxins can be present at a rate of 130 parts per trillion. Therefore, these dioxins can be
found throughout the environment, although no hard evidence has been found that any
serious health impairment has occurred as a result of exposure to diox-ins. The known
symptoms of dioxins contamination are skin disorders such as chloracne.

At Seveso in Italy in 1977 a chemical reactor malfunctioned and about a kilogram of dioxins
was released into the town's atmosphere. The company alerted the authorities. However, it
is probably still too early to judge whether any cancer risk is associated with that
contamination. The events since have shown that the local population has not suffered
severe health problems. Also, the first serious dioxins accident occurred at Nitro in West
Virginia Over 40 years ago and this town has not experienced a higher than normal death rate
or incidence of disease. Referring to the debate on agent orange, which contains diox ins, a
great deal of research took place to establish whether dioxins were responsible for the health
problems suffered by the veterans but it was never scientifically established that cancer was
in any way related to the exposure to agent orange - however, an out of court settlement did
take place but no conclusive evidence has been documented. Members will find in years to
come that dioxins will probably be teated just like any other family of chemicals. It is likely
that these chemicals will gain an acceptable reputation when the facts are established and
many of the emotive claims are dead and buried.

Radiation is another area that needs greater understanding as this is a subject on which the
environmentalists have a field day. Once again, the public perception is a gross distortion of
the facts. The problem here is that all the debate has been focused on artificial sources of
radiation, which form only a very small part of our normal exposure to radiation. I quote
from a paper titled 'Risks from ionizing radiation" published in a journal called Nature,
which is probably the most prestigious scientific journal in the world; this is the journal in
which all new scientific breakthroughs are announced. The paper to which I refer is written
by Clarke and Southwood and states -

...natural radon is a far greater radiation hazard than are emissions from nuclear
installations.

The article contains a table showing the source and levels of average radiation exposure, and
the exposure to radon gas is about half of our normal exposure. However, we become
preoccupied with radiation levels around nuclear power stations when in fact the routine
radiation emission from coal fired pow&r stations is in the order of 10 times greater than that
of nuclear power stations. Referring to Collie, between two and three tonnes. of uranium and
thorium goes up the chimney every year. So, the radiation emissions are higher in this area
than that of a nuclear power station when it is operating safely. Our exposure to radon comes
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from the gas percolating up through the ground from a breakdown of uiranium, and most of
us have this occurring in our homes because the pressure is slightly lower within a house
than the pressure outside. Modem architecture tends to prevent an airflow through the house
and this radon gas and its daughter products are trapped in the house. The article then
states -

Radon indoors now accounts fur nearly half of the average UK population exposure
to ionzng radiation.

The contribution from artificial source is about 10 per cent of our normal average exposure.
The greatest exposure people have to artificial sources is from medical exposure through
x-rays and isotopes. Radon gas can be found in many homes, particularly in Britain, and it is
a serious problem in Cornwall where there is a lot of granite.

[Leave granted for the member's time to be extended.J

Hon MARK NEVtL:. Cosmic radiation is another form of natural ionising radiation to
which we are exposed and it forms about 10 per cent of our normal levelI of exposure to
radiation. Members would have heard that frequent air travellers are exposed to a higher
level of cosmic radiation than those people who do not travel by air. For example, a person
who flies about 100 hours per year has an increased exposure from 0.25 of a millisievert per
annum to 0.65 mSr. which is a small proportion of the normal exposure people have to
radiation. Radon is much more dangerous than other forms of radiation because basically it
omits more alpha radiation, which is a large panticle which, when it lodges in the lung,
radiates the tissue around the lung and is a cause of cancer. Beta and gamrma forms of
radiation go straight through a person.

I am trying to make the point that the perception in the community is that the artificial
sources of radiation are a dramatic threat to the human race when, in fact, they make up a
very small part of the natural radiation to which we are exposed. By far the biggest problem
that is almost completely ignored is the presence of radon gas in houses. Radon gas
constitutes about half the average background radiation to which we are exposed. Members
should remember that in some houses the radon gas levels are 100 times greater than other
houses. We really need to introduce a serious program to test the level of radon gas in
houses and ensure that, in future architecture, buildings are well ventilated. When members
return to their homes tonight they should remember that, if they want to rid their houses of
radon gas, all they have to do is to open the windows.

I see a distinction between using nuclear power for civil purposes and for military purposes.
The use of nuclear power for military purposes is an abomination and I am totally opposed to
it. I am a member of an organisation known as Scientists Against Nuclear Arms and an
article in its recent newsletter is headed "Radon threat worse" and it states that the National
Radiological Protection Board in the UK says that radon gas accounts for 2 500 deaths each
year from lung cancer. They estimate chat 75 000 houses are affected in the south west of
England, in particular, where deaths from radon gas are very high.
Further on the article states -

To date, some 10,000 homes have been tested for radon and about 1000 have
concentrati~ns of the gas requiring action. The highest concentration found so far is
8000 Bq/m -

I am not sure how that converts into the ocher unit to which I referred. The article continues -

- in a home in south-west England. Exposure to this level of radiation would result
in a dose eight times greater than that allowed for workers in the nuclear industry.

I said earlier chat the normal exposure to people in Britain is about 2.5 tnillisieverts. The
allowable level for workers in nuclear power stations is 50 millisieverts and it is proposed to
lower the level to 15. It will still be six or seven times greater than the normal level of
exposure.

Anyone can put together an emotive case to ban any chemical and the same applies to the
national estate. A good case can be made to save every hectare of the natural environment of
Western Australia. In fact, Robin Williams, the ABC science presenter, interviewed a person
who described an area in Kakadu National Park which had 24 species of ants in an area half
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the size of a tennis court. A good case can be put forward to preserve any area in Australia.
There is no such thing as development without cost.
To return to the theme of my speech, a case can be made about any element or chemical
compound that would frighten the living daylights out of the public. For example, if people
wanted to they could scare the living daylights out of the public by mounting a case against
aluminium and I will do it as an illustration, but I have no hard evidence to back up my
argument.

Aluminium has been used for probably 100 years and [ understand the statue in the middle of
Piccadilly Circus was the first of its kind to be made out of aluminium. Evidence is available
to show that people suffering from Alzheimer's disease have high concentrations of
aluminium. in plaque in the brain. It is a sign of the disease, but there is no evidence to show
it is the cause of the disease. People using kidney dialysis machines used to suffer from
dialysis dementia, which is basically caused by the aluminiumn in the water which passes
through the patients' kidneys. Aluminium is used in deodorants and about 15 per cent of a
deodorant comprises aluminium chloride, which can be absorbed through the skin. Evidence
is available to show that aluminiumn can substitute for iron in haemoglobin and cause
anaemia because insufficient iron is in the blood.

Two or three years ago in the town of Camelford in Cornwall aluminiumn hydroxide was
accidentally emptied into the local water supply. I can remember writing to Ernie Bridge at
the time to ask him whether sufficient precautions were being taken with our water supply so
that WAWA could not overdose our water supplies with aluminium, hydroxide. Aluminium
hydroxide is used to cake the cloudiness out of water. It precipitates all the solid matter in
water. The water that we drink is dosed with aluminiumn hydroxide, chlorine, fluoride and
ammonia. It is a real cocktail by the time we get it.

There is conclusive evidence that aluni~um in the water causes dialysis dementia, and as
soon as the alunminium is taken out of the water the people affected became quite healthy. I
do not know whether members have ever cooked tomatoes, rhubarb or plums in an
alumniniumn pot, but if they have they will have noticed how that strips out the inside of the
pot. People think that aluminium is not a particularly soluble metal, but it is, and people are
being dosed up with it by their use of aluminiwn pots and pans.

lion Kay Halilahan: I would like to know what happens in the long term because when I was
a child we used aluminium pots.

Hon MARK NEVILL: The Minister should not tell her insurers!

Research indicates that high amounts of aluminiumn tend to accumulate in the bones and
lungs and cause brittle bones. In the town of Camelford, where the water was dosed with
alumninium. hydroxide, people who had bleached hair found that their hair turned green. The
initial report was treated as a bit of a silly season joke, but it was not a joke. People got
blisters, mouth ulcers, and skin and scalp rashes, together with lassitude, malaise and
diarrhoea. When they flushed out the water supply, 30 000 fish were killed in the Camel and
Allan Rivers. So aluminium can be a pretty nasty compound.

Aluminium. is added to foods, medicines and cosmetics. Deodorants contain up to
15 per cent of aluminium sulphate . Aluminium. salts axe sometimes added to beer and
processed cheese. Aluminium, is also used as an acidifier in some baking powders.
Aluminiumn is present in cakes, dough, self-raising flour, antacids, and anti-diarrhoea and
haemorrhoid medications.

There is a wealth of anecdotal evidence that alumninium can cause many problems within the
commnunity, but there is no hard scientific evidence. In fact, Professor Colin Masters in
Melbourne, who won an international prize for his research into Alzheimner's disease, said in
this article that evidence that aluminium causes Alzheimier's disease is sufficiently weak that
he would not stop cooking with aluminium utensils. He presumably knows quite a bit about
it, but it is easy to whip up a lot of fear, and Hon Kay Hailahan can relax until the next
scientific opinion comes out to the contrary.

I hope I have demonstrated that public perception and scientific facts are often poles apart
and we have to stop people, whether they be scientists, politicians, or whatever, from using
the emotive sides of these sorts of arguments to fu~rther their own ambitions. I am pleased to
support the motion.
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HON MURRAY MONTGOMERY (South West) [8.45 pm]: I congratulate Sir Francis
Bunt on his appointment as Governor of this State. I extend those wishes also to his wife,
Lady Burt. The people of Albany would like to invite him to come down to their part of the
State, where the original settlement of this State took place. The Governor would obviously
see some very interesting countryside if he were to do this.
I turn now to the research conducted by the Department of Agriculture at its Albany regional
office. I pointed out last year during the Budget debate the problems of funding for that
office. The regional office has been able to obtain two additional researchers through the
national soil and conservation project. Had it not been for the resignation of two staff
members who wished to pursue farming, for reasons best known to them, accommodation in
the office in Albany would not have been available to those new staff members. At present
the staff are housed in what can best be described as second rate conditions. It does not go
down very well when we are trying to attract researchers to investigate an industry which
contributes a great deal of wealth for this State, and when we are trying to protect our soils,
for staff to be housed in such poor facilities. Equipment is being stored in corridors. The
laboratory equipment is outdated, to say the least. The staff are trying to put up with that
situat ion, and we are asking them to take on additional areas of research. 'That reflects on the
whole community because if the researchers are able to do only half their job they will
produce only half the results.
Last year the Government started a program whereby it allocated a couple of hundred
thousand dollars for preliminary work for a new office for the Department of Agriculture at
Albany. From the information I have it appears that has not been put on the back burner but
has been pushed off the edge of the stove. The staff in the regional office have telephone
equipment which I am sure even staff from the best offices in Perth would shudder at using.
It has been there for as long as I can remember - since the department was shifted out there in
the 1960s, The office accommodation was designed to accommodate about 30 people; the
staff now number 50 or 60. A couple of transporrables have been moved in. It now houses
over 80 personnel. When I was down there a builder was doing some renovations. The
department thought it would consider asking him to leave a small hut there to accommodate
new staff. The Government needs to address the problem quickly in order to provide better
working conditions for the staff.
Research currently being carried out in the cattle industry, although not in Western Australia,
will be beneficial to this State. During October 1988 approaches were made to the then
Director of Agriculture to allow secondment of an agricultural adviser to the Agricultural
Business Research Institute at Armnidale, New South Wales, to gain working experience and
an understanding of "breed plan' for the cattle industry. The breed plan aims to improve the
Australian beef herd over a number of years. The project started out as a 10 year project but
will end up taking 20 years. Western Australia's contribution to the project, outside of the
first 10 years which were funded by cattle producers' contributions through research funds, is
to provide one staff member for three years. Due to some bungling down the track within
Government circles and within the budget of the Department of Agriculture, the officer has
been asked to return after a term of only 15 months. He has just got into the job and the
department wants to pull him back. That is such a waste of time and is unfortunate for an
industry which in the agricultural field is enjoying a highlight. However, if that officer is
forced to return, the cattle industry will be the loser and so will the State. The industry needs
an improvement of only 10 kilograms an animal. We have over one million animals in this
State and at a rate of $1 .00 a kilogram, with an extra 10 kilograms per animal a large return
would be produced. It would also create extra jobs. The department should review the
situation to make sure that the officer can complete his term. He has been there only for
15 months and will be asked to take his leave, which will take him up to the firs: quarter of
next year. That will leave only nine months of his full term. He could have completed the
course and brought the information back to this State. Western Australia would be the
winner if it could benefit from the research being carried out in New South Wales. It would
also be a contribution to the nation.

A problem facing the apple industry presently is that of fungal growth, in particular apple
scab. When this problem was first recognised by the Department of Agriculture it took
money from other areas within the department to raise $1.25 million to try to control the
problem. Unfortunately the problem has worsened. If apple scab is not controlled or
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eradicated completely we could see the demise of the industry, which would not be very
palatable to the people in the industry. The industry is based around Manjirnup and
Donnybrook. The people in the Manjimup area are particularly concerned because the
Government offered them $525 000 compensation to tackle this problem, which was not
what the industry had asked for. The Government subsequendly did not have the $525 000
and offered the industry an interest subsidy. The people in the industry would have to raise
the money and then pay it all back again. The industry had asked for a dollar for dollar
contribution to assist those growers who faced the problem of apple scab.

At the present time at least six orchards will have to be ripped out and those growers will not
return to the industry immediately. Those people also have further problems because the
outbreak is far greater than they had anticipated. The growers not only have the orchardists
to contend with but they also have to contend with organic orchardists, those people who do
not believe in using any sprays. Spraying is the only way to control this fungal disease. The
orchard must be either ripped out or sprayed; if not, the disease will continue to spread. It
will also spread from plant material. Once the orchards are pulled out, particularly Granny
Smith apple orchards, the future of the township of Manjiinup will be threatened again.

In the last 20 years Manjimup has gone through two changes: First, when the tobacco
industry collapsed; and, second, a few years ago when the beef industry was badly affected
by the pesticide issue. Manjimup is now uindergoing a third restructuring which includes the
teat to the cannery. The apple orchards which will be pulled out usually supply the
cannery with apples to be turned into apple pulp.

It has occurred at a rime of the year when the cannery needs to have some continuity of
supply to keep going. This is part of an industry we can ill afford to lose. Manjimup
certainly needs additional Government support to ensure that the fungal infection is
controlled and eventually eradicated. All horticulturists would like to see that happen but in
the meantime a lot of questions need to be answered. Firstly, how did the disease enter the
State? That question has never satisfactorily been answered. The disease could have entered
Western Australia from only one place - the Eastern States. Obviously something went
wrong with our quarantine laws. The only way the fungal infection could have entered
Western Australia was via plant material and obviously something went wrong at the border
inspection points at Parkes and Eucla. That matter should be looked into in order to make
sure this situation cannot occur again.

The south coast salmon fishing industry is also experiencing a crisis. That industry has been
going for as long as I can remember, I believe that the owner of the cannery in Albany,
Mr Dan Hunt, started his business shortly after the war. However, half way through the last
salmon fishing season the Minister decided to impose a quota on catches. That is like
sending a portion of the team off at half time, while at the same time changing the ground
rules by saying that players may kick using one foot only. That is effectively what the
Minister did to the salmon fishing industry when, a few weeks into the fishing season, he
decreed a quota for its catch. The salmon fishing industry is opportunistic; licensed
fishermen work off the beaches, which are also licensed. The beaches are licensed because
the fish can be caught there; the fishermen do not go out to sea to catch the fish. The fish do
not necessarily hit the beaches the fishermen are fishing at; they might hit any beach along
the coast. Only 20 beaches are licensed and the fishermen cannot move to any other beach to
catch fish. It is fairly important that the quotas placed on them are realistic. There is no
scientific basis for saying that the quota of 1 200 tonnes is realistic. Over the past 26 years
the average yearly catch was over 1 500 tomes. That gives members some idea of the
volume of fish caught; it is anywhere between I O0N tonnes and 3 000 tonnes, depending on
the year. Again there is no scientific basis for the quota. No data have indicated any
relevance to the beaches used by the fishermen. Fishermen have been leaving the industry
through retirement and I believe [0 or 12 beaches have been closed. The fishermen have not
been replaced nor have the families had the licences transferred, and that is why the beaches
have closed. If further quotas are brought in to restrict the fishermen further, anything up to
400 or 500 people will become unemployed. In a town like Albany that would have a
significant impact.

It is interesting to see how the fish relate to the Leeuwin current. In the years when the
current is four or five degrees warmer than normal, the fish reach the cape and then turn
around. They do not lie the warm waters and swimr back along the south coast. This year

t213



the temperature of the Lecuwin current has dropped and the fish have swum up as far as the
city beaches. Everyone is saying how wonderful that is. and that the quotas have allowed the
fish to come so far up the coast. Interestingly enough I do not know how the fishermen on
the south coast could not catch more fish than they are already catching because they cannot
go out to sea to catch the fish. The fish must come to the beaches and can be taken only
daring daylight hours; plenty of fish swim by during the night.

I have nothing against recreational fishing, but recreational fishermen need to see that there
are two sides to this issue. There needs to be some scientific basis for this quota. It is
interesting that the Minister refused point-blank to set up an advisory committee which could
have looked at both the professional and the recreational fishermen. I realise that an inquiry
into recreational fishing is under way at the moment and no doubt the salmon fishermen will
have a say on that. The Minister is proposing to whack a $10 licence fee onto amateur
fishermen and it would be interesting to know where that money will go and whether it is to
be used for research.

Hon Doug Wenin: That was a recommnendation.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: Who made it? An inquiry is being carried out but no
recommendation has been made; the Minister suggested the fee.

Hon Doug Wenn: It was a recommuendation by the amateur fishing conitiee. That
committee is wide open for public input. The fishermen will have until the end of the year to
have input.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: What will happen to the $10?
Hon Doug Wenn: The recomm-endation is that it go into research.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: I hope it does go into research.

Hon John Halden: You are a sceptic.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY; Very much so, particularly with this sort of thing. I am
also interested in catching salmon. Salmon are interesting fish to catch; they certainly lead
one up and down the beach when they are hooked. It is interesting to see how many salmon
are hooked by amateur fishermen, as plenty of fish are sold privately. It will be interesting to
see whether that proposal will go ahead.

Another issue which concerns me greatly has been raised during the past few weeks of
debate; on the rights of the child proposed through the "Intervention and the rights of the
child" document. Obviously, people will put their own interpretations on this, but I would
1like to run through some areas which concern me. I will refer to some articles in the
document and then pose a few questions and offer a few observations and ideas of my own.
Article 15 of the document is rather lengthy so I shall merely quote extracts from it. Firstly -

States Parties recognise the rights of the child to freedom of association and to
freedom of peaceful assembly.

The article then states -

No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of these rights other than those imposed
in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society..

..for the protection of public health or morals, the protection of the rights and
freedoms of others.

Who determines morals? Is it the bureaucrats? Is it the judiciary? Is it the Government or
the members on the back bench? Is it the parents? It is not stated in the article who is to
have that responsibility.

Hon Doug Wenin: Article 5 tells you exactly who it is.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: We will come back to that in a moment. The member
should sit and listen as he might hear something he has not heard before.

Hon John Halden: We have heard all of this before.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: The member may have heard it before, but I wil raise
some observations and ideas he may not have heard.
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Article 6 states the following -

No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her
privacy, family, home or correspondents, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour
and reputation.

The child has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or
attacks.

That is interesting. Who determines whether a child's privacy is being invaded? It does not
state whether it is the parents.

B-on Doug Wean: It refers to chid abuse by parents or guardians.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: But there is no reference to parents.

Hon John Maiden: The law protects the child. You do not oppose that surely?

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: What about the parents? Members opposite are saying
that the law may come in and take the child away.
Hon John H-alden: It has that power now.

H-in MURRAY MONTGOMERY: Then why have this document?

Hon John Halden: It protects the rights of the child.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOM'ERY: Who will do it?

H-In John Maiden: The law, parents and us; all of the list of people you referred to before.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: I am glad that the member said that he will do it.

Hon John Halden: As a Parliament.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: Article 17 states as follows -

States Parties recognise the important function performed by the mass media and
shall ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of
national and international sources -

The Government will be very interested in that as it recognises the importance of the media.
The Government uses the media to brainwash people.

Hon John Malden:. That is a cheap shot.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: If the member believes that he is the Government, that is
fune.

Hon T.G. Butler: Do you not believe that we are the Government?

Hon John Maiden: For seven years they have not believed it.

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: Article 38 states -

States Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of international
humanitarian law applicable to them in armed conflicts which are relevant to the
child.

States Pantics shall ta ke all feasible measures to ensure that persons who have not
attained the age of 15 years do not rake a direct part in hostilities.
State Parties shall refrain from recruiting any person who has not attained the age of
15 years into their armed forces. In recruiting among those persons who have
attained the age of 15 years but who have not attained the age of 18 years, States
Parties shall endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest.

For a Government of the colour of the Labor Party to agree with this ideal is hypocritical,
because it does not believe in conscription. However, it makes sure that this clause exists
just in case it has to use it.

Article 43 makes very interesting reading as it states -
For the purpose of examining the progress made by States Parties in achieving the
realisation of the obligations undertaken in the present Conventions, there shall be
established a Committee on the Rights of the Child which shall carry out the
functions hereinafter provided.
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The Committee shall consist of 10 experts of high moral standing and recognised
competence in the field covered by this Convention,

Article 44 reads as follows -

States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, Through the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, reports on the measures they have adopted which give effect to
the rights recognised herein and on the progress made on the enjoyment of those
rights:

(a) Within two years of the entry into the force of the Convention for the State Party
concerned;

It is very interesting that the Government is suggesting that we do not have to worry about
this because it is only a convention. The Government is stating that it is only a matter of
signing and ratifying such an agreement. However, a paper titled "Convention on The Rights
of the Child" was released by the Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission and
UNICEF. This paper was a briefing kit which indicates that the Declaration on the Rights of
the Child was proclaimed by the United Nations about 30 years ago. It states -

The Declaration on the Rights of the Child has some limitations as a basis for
protecting children's rights. ..

The article then refers to the Australian context and states -
The Convention on the Rights of the Child will create legally binding international
obligations. In Australia this will confirm and extend the power of the Federal
Parliament to legislate for children's rights, through the external affairs power under
the Federal Constitution.

If that is not an interference with States' rights, I do not know what is,

I have read and have heard that the churches are in favour of the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child and that there has been a raging debate within the Uniting Church
about it. I am not a member of that church, but I have spoken to members of it who are in
favour of this convention. [ will indicate to the House the reason that some people have
misconstrued the stance of the Uniting Church. I refer to a letter from Mr Bob Elms, the
Parish Secretary of the Wesley Parish, Albany and a member of the Presbytery of Stirling,
which takes in pant of the South West Region. He indicated that the presbytery meets in July
and he states in his letter that -

There would be some basis for a claim that the Uniting Church supported the
Convention if a motion in support of such a stance had been passed in one of the
representative forums of the Church such as Assembly or Synod. However these
bodies have not met and so have not discussed the matter. Synod does not meet until
September of this year, while Assembly meets every three years, next meeting - 1991.

Hon John Halden: Where does the State moderator stand on Nhs issue?

Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: If the member listens he will hear what I have to say in
that regard. In a letter to the editor of The Great Southern Voice, Mr Elms said -

The stance of the Uniting Church is that no-one has the right to speak for the church
except in matters of doctrine. Individual members of groups, such as the Moderator
or the President, or a commnittee, may make statements on any matter, but they are
ohiiged to make it clear that they speak only on their own account..

People have rmisconstrued the stance of the Uniting Church on this matter. The Uniting
Church has indicated that the mandate of the social responsibility and justice committee
gives it the task of identifying significant issues and fostering study which would enable the
church to struggle with what the gospel says in regard to various social issues. It was this
committee which asked the church to debate the issue.

It has also been said that the Anglican Church supports the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child. I suggest that interested persons should ask their dioceses where
they stand on this subject. The Diocese of Bunbury, which takes in the South West Region,
has not debated this issue, nor was it debated by the synod last year. The first occasion on
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which the church discussed this issue was when its clergy met about a fortnight ago. As a
result of that discussion the issue will be brought before the synod in October this year. I
spoke to Bishop Hamish Jamieson from the Bunbury diocese who indicated that his diocese
would make a deteirmination about whether it supported the convention.
Hon John Halden: Where does the archbishop stand on the issue?
Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: I am talking about the Bishop of the Diocese of
Bunbwry, which encompasses the South West Region.

Hon John Halden: It does not control the State church.
Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY: It is one of three dioceses and the archbishop can
determine something only after a general synod has considered the issue, and the last synod
was held in July or August last year. The synod has not debated this issue and it is incorrect
to say that the church is in favour of the convention.
I referred earlier to a letter from the Federal Attorney General's Department which was sent
to all Attorneys General asking them where their States stood in regard to the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The letter states -

Any decision on ratification of the Convention will await the outcome of current
consultation with the State and Territory governments and this Department has
recently written to those that have not yet replied to encourage their early
consideration of the matter.

I will wait with interest to hear what direction this State's Attorney General will take.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan) [9.27 pm]: I support this motion and I
congratulate the Governor on his appointment; I am sure he will represent this State as
successfully as did his predecessor.
After the significant events of last Saturday it is not the prerogative of the Opposition to
make statements about them and to have them left unchal-lenged. Saturday for the
Government and for the Australian Labor Party was a watershed.
Hon P.G. Pendal: It certainly was.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: It proved once and for all that the new policies and directions of this
Government are acceptable to the populace; that was made clear by the people of Maylands
and Fremnantle. They know about the meetings which were held on Sunday when the Liberal
Party starred to worry about Mr Macinnon, the Leader of the Opposition in the other place,
and the statements he was making. It has been a wonrying time for the Opposition and the
last thing it wants me to do is to go through the events taking place in this House and the
events taking place within the Liberal Party.
Hon P.G. Pendal: Did you sign the letter from Dowding pledging loyalty like the rest of your
people?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Yes, I did, but that is not the issue.

Hon Peter Foss: What does that mean?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It will mean the same as when Mr Macinnon is dumped in a month
or so.
The swing against the Government in Maylands was the lowest swing in a Labor-held seat
and the swing in Fremantle was the third lowest. This occurred after perpetual statements in
this place and in the other place that this Government did not have the support of the people,
yet we have just witnessed by-elections with swings which are among the lowest recorded.
Hon P.G. Pendal: We won the primary vote.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is a great line of the Opposition's and only a few moments ago I
discussed the issue of winning the primary vote with someone else. The Liberal candidate in
Fremantle did very well and I am the first to concede that, but he did not do well enough to
win the seat. The Opposition does not concede that the seat of Fremantle is changing and it
is no longer the working class area it was five years ago. The changes should have ensured
that the seat would fall if what the Opposition said were tre. However, that was not the
case. The new Premier is supported by the populace which sees in her someone who will
A71%)1-2
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take new directions and provide a new stability. The people opposite do not want to accept
this. The election results on Saturday sent very clear messages. The message to the Labor
Party was one of warmth. The message to the Liberal and National Parties was that they
should be very careful with their actions; that they should not huff and puff and place
themselves in a corner which they may not be able to get out of. How will the Opposition
extract itself from the problem highlighted on Saturday? Saturday's by-elections were not an
isolated event. Despite the Opposition's muckraking and the figures it dreams up, the
problems hoped to arise over the past three or four weeks, or over the past 18 months.
During that time the State has had an election, a Federal election has taken place and of
course last Saturday's two by-elections occurred, all of which the Labor Party won. Since
1983 members opposite have not accepted the fact that the Labor Party won the various
elections. and they have continued to threaten the Labor Government with the blocking of
legislation. What occurred was to be expected. After these endorsements by the people of
this State. the Opposition has decided to turn to its old ally, namely, the Legislative Council
where the conservative parties, by virtue of a series of unfortunate laws, hold a majority.

Hon Barry House: Fifty three per cent of the vote went to the Liberal Party.

Hon JOHN HALDEN; In 4 elections of this House -

Hon T.G. Butler: The Liberal Party didn't get 53 per cent of the vote in 31 seats.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: - since 1890 the Labor Government has not had a majority in this
House.
Hon N.E. Moore interjected.

Hon JOHN 1-ALDEN: "Yes, thank Christ!" That is the member's attitude.

Hon N.F. Moore: I didn't say that.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Yes you did.

Hon N.F. Moore: I don't use that sort of language.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable members are to stop their interjections and Hon John
Halden must direct his comments to the Chair and not to the other members. 1 suggest that
when he answers an interjection he makes sure he knows what the interjection is before he
replies to it.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Thank you Mr President. Resulting from those 44 elections, not
once has the Labor Party held a majority in this House despite being the Government in the
other House for half the time. Even the most ignorant person will observe that that creates a
pretty strange situation.

Hon D.J. Wordsworth: No it doesn't.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: This dominance by the conservatives gives them the unprecedented
power to block any piece of legislation which they consider does not serve their purpose.

I will quote some figures again which the Opposition will not like, but they are relevant.
Another great indicator of the objectivity of the Liberal Party/Country or National Party, or
whatever it is called when it is in Opposition, is as follows: In this House under the Hawke
Government, which was in power for six years, the Opposition blocked 48 Bills; under the
Brand Government, which was in Government for 12 years, it blocked six Bills; under the
Tonkin Government which was in power for three years, it blocked 19 Bills and under the
Court-O'Connor Government, which was in power for nine years, it actually blocked one,
but one member missed the division and the Bill was put through a year later. Already,
under the Burke-Dowding-Lawrence Government of seven years, 22 Bills have been
blocked. Members must look at these facts objectively. An upper House exists in this State
which has never been controlled by the Labor Party. The number of Bills blocked clearly
favours the Opposition parties in their efforts to block our ability to govern despite the will of
the people.

In the past, theme is no doubt that the Legislative Council has been used as a political tool by
the Opposition to thwart Labor Governmrents. The most objective, and even the most right-
wing, analyst will. concede that point. Paddy O'Brien will concede that in one of his weaker
mom-ents, I am sure. That tool is now being blunted because it will not be used to cut, but to
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bludgeon. It is at that point of bludgeoning when people must chink very hard about the
course they propose to cake.

Hon Doug Wenn interjected.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That could well be.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: Do you remember that Hon John Tonkin once said, "Thank God for the
Legislative Council."

Hon JOHN HALDEN: He may have, but I am not aware of that. Lots of other people have
said lots of ocher things with just as much authority. Some very strange things occurred,
leading up to the by-elections. The National Party said that it would not support any
legislation, which means it will go on strike. I thought that to go on strike was against what
it believed in. It is obvious that, except in sheer political terms and in using this House, it
will believe in striking for the very short term. The Opposition has made an amateurish
attempt in the leadup to the by-election to blackmail the Government and a new Premier
whom it thought it could ride roughshod over. The Opposition transported people to the
Fremantle Town Hall to join Bevan Lawrence and it thought that 700 people would
encourage the Premier to call a Royal Commission. Following that, a series of
advertisements appeared - paid for I presume by a series of like minded people to the Liberal
Party. Then of course election day arrived with the high profile People for Fair and Open
Government appeared at polling booths, many of whom I recognised as members of the
Liberal Party and scrutineers. for the Liberal Party in the Federal election. That is okay. I
can understand that the Opposition would be hand-in-hand in this process and that has been
well documented.

Hon Torn Helm interjected.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That could well be. The question of whether we need a Royal
Commnission has been asked.

Hon N.F. Moore: We sure do. People have agreed by opinion poll.'

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I know the Opposition has the numbers, but I will work through this
very slowly. It was not that long ago when the Opposition said it wanted to establish a
committee to look into Rochwells. That commyittee, chaired by Hon Robert Pike, was
established and is continuing. I. presume it will present its deliberations shortly. Also,
Mr McCusker is inquiring into a whole range of issues relating to Rothwells.
Hon N.F. Moore: That is not the point.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is known that 208 charges have already been laid as a result of the
McCusker inquiry and a body of opinion has said that if a Royal Comm-ission is held it could
jeopardise the successful -

Hon N.F. Moore interjected.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I realise that; I will get to that in a moment. A Royal Commission
may impinge on the outcome of criminal or civil convictions. Members opposite do not want
to accept what the Premier has said, and that is the need to wait to deliberate on those facts.
That is not an unreaonable decision. Members opposite warned the upper House committee,
and I am sume they wanted the McCusker committee. Now they have pre-empted all that and
they want to go a step further in their political bludgeoning. They want a Royal Commission
because they have learnt about Royal Commissions from the likes of Bjeike -Petersen.

Hon N.E. Moore: That is right.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Royal Commissions are becoming showpieces and theatres.

Hon N.E. Moore: No; they make Ministers answer questions.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Members opposite could control the headlines. A Royal
Commission could run for two years, and at the end of the day it could achieve very little. It
could be extremely costly.
A member: What would be the cost?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: The cost of a Royal Commission is not $1.5 million, as the Leader of
the Opposition says. It might be more in the vicinity of $15 million or more, and that
estimate is on the conservative side.
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Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I do not want to ask the member again.

Hon JOIHN HALDEN: The obvious comparison is with the Fitzgerald inquiry, which cost
$25 million. These decisions have not been ruled out by the Premier, the Government, or the
Labor Party. We are saying that it is reasonable to go through the due process. But if
members apposite are to use bludgeoning tactics, the State will suffer financial costs. Is a
Royal Commission the proper place to hear all these allegations? There is now a history of
Royal Commissions being turned into theatres or showpieces, and that is unfortunate.
Should the inquiry be left to a McCusker report to recommend to the Attorney General that
charges be laid with subsequent reporting mechanisms instigated by the Government? To
avoid this showpiece mentality, where justice is dispensed in the courts rather than in Royal
Commuissions or even Select Committees, if!I may be so bold -

Hon N.F. Moore: Do you think we should close down the Royal Commission on Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is an interesting point which probably proves my point, but I do
not want to be drawn aside. People in this State want information, and at the end of the day
the knowledge that justice has been done in these matters.

Hon W.N. Stretch: They would not mind their $2 000 per family back.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: If that is to be done, members opposite cannot continually demand
Royal Commuissions before the first inquiry they demanded has reported. That is about as
silly as the Leader of the Opposition calling for 33 Royal Commissions.

Hon N.F. Moore: That is a pretty poor reflection -

Several members interjected.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: One loses credibility when one continues to demand Royal
Commission after Royal Commnission. Even The West Australian lost patience with the
Leader of the Opposition, and I refer to the cartoon where he was wanting a Royal
Commnission into his cereal.

Hon N.E. Moore: He also called for a Royal Commission into WA Inc, if you recall.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Do not worry; I shall get to that. I harp back to the obvious authority
this House has to curtail or block Supply or any other Bill.

Hon Barry House: It all goes in cycles.
Hon JOH-N HALDEN: That is right. Members opposite unfortunately have it all on their
side all the time. But this Legislative Council needs to think before it acts on all these things.
It has also been suggested by members opposite that this is a fairly elected Chamber.

Hon N.F. Moore: It is your legislation.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is not.

Hon N.F. Moore: You passed it.

Hon JOH4N HALDEN: This Parliament passed it.

Hon N.E. Moore: You supported it.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I say to Hon N.F. Moore and Hon T.G. Butler that if they
interject again their presence in this place will come to a quick halt. They will be joined very
quickly by Hon P.H. Lockyer.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: There are those opposite who have claimed that this is a fairly
elected House. That is outrageous. I do not care who introduced the legislation or who
passed it, The weighting here is 2.8: 1, and that was the best reform we could achieve at the
time. Even the other place is not fairly elected; the weighting there is 1.9: 1. There is no
fatrness about this process. Not too many members of the National Party, based on their
recent vote, are likely to be around if there is to be another election. Everything should be
kept in perspective.

Hon Barry House: Did your party not refuse one-vore-one-value?
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Hon 101H1 HALDEN: Hon Sandy Lewis was a bit fanciful in that issue. A gerrymander
exists in this country, and this House has the worst gerrymander. The malapportionment is
obvious. From the figures I have given, the concept of this being a House of Review is very
wobbly and shaky round the edges. This has not really been a House of Review; it has been
a House for bludgeoning Labor Governments.
Hon Doug Wenn: A House for blocking Supply; Mr Pendal said that on ABC.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: If the Opposition is to block Supply, it will wander down a very
dangerous course, because in the history of this country - I stand to be corrected - Supply has
been blocked on eight occasions. One of those occasions involved a motion by Hon P.G.
Pendal. In 1952 Supply was blocked in Victoria by the Labor Party. What that has to do
with the price of eggs today I do not know; I do not care how, when or why it was done, but!I
disagree with it.

Hon T.G. Butler: It was wrong.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: The difficulty about blocking Supply is that one does not always
win, and Australian history is very clear on that. Out of eight times, there were four wins
and four losses. Members opposite are not travelling too well and they should be very
careful.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: I do not think you will like the headlines tomorrow.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is fine. The situation is that the Opposition has portrayed the
issues of a Royal Commission and the blocking of Supply as being synonymous. Of course
they are not.
Hon B.L. Jones: They are completely separate.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: They are totally separate issues. The blocking of Supply in this
House is a political tactic of the greatest opportunism. It will cost. It will cost us in some
significant ways, but the cost will be to the State and to the people we pay; the services we
provide to the State generally. There is no need for those services to be touched.

We need to look at the issue of a Royal Commnission but we need to make a decision on the
basis of the facts presented, not on the basis of interpretations of' those facts given by
members of the Opposition. The interpretations made by members of the Opposition are a
long way off the mark. Ifthe Opposition were to be questioned on what the facts were, and
if one were to look at a booklet entitled 'The Big Con" -

Hon W.N. Stretch: I quoted that to you the other night.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I am glad Hon Bill Stretch did because it is a litany of errors and half
truths. There is nothing wrong with that; we could all be guilty of that. We need to debate
this issue because it is important, but we should not debate it on the basis of half truths and
"The Big Con", where one runs out a figure of $850 million, doubles it and swaps bits here
and there. That is not the issue; the issue is far more important than that. The option of a
Royal Commission is not cut out. We need to establish firstly the appropriate, proper and
necessary steps to take, and not to bludgeon on, as the Opposition is presently suggesting.

Members of the Opposition have tried to put on a brave face about the results of last
Saturday's by-elections. I am not surprised, because the Opposition does not have much
choice about the matter. I guess the Leader of the Opposition in the other place does not
have much choice either. One does not need to be Einstein to work out that the Leader of the
Opposition has only one choice. That is the sad thing about this matter; the Leader of the
Opposition must either take that House to the polls or, I suggest, in political terms he will not
last a month. He will definitely not be the Leader of the Opposition in 12 months' time if
there is no election.

Hon W.N. Stretch: You are the experts in changing leaders. You tell us about it.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I will tell Hon Bill Stretch. The sad thing is that the Government of
the day and the people of the State are being manipulated because the Leader of the
Opposition is trying desperately to hang on to power and is grasping at anything which might
help him. If the Opposition blows this one, it will spend four more years on the Opposition
benches and it will have no more issues to rn on; it cannot run on this issue five times. If
the Opposition blows this one, it is dead. Members of the Opposition have their own
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opinions on this matter; I have been listening to them and I do not think they are right. I
would like to quote from today's Daily News. I do not think any of us would call the Daily
News a significantly pro-Labor newspaper; I have not noticed the editorial being pro-Labor
of late. However, on this occasion the editorial reads as follows -

The Opposition is stumbling on very thin ice if it believes the outcome of the
Maylands and Fremantle polls is the green light to block Supply.

The editorial continues -

In by-election terms the swings against the Government in both seats cannot be read
as a massive rejection of Dr Carmen Lawrence's administration.

..But the blocking of Supply, with its potential for disruption, not to mention the
ugly scar it leaves on the fabric of Parliamient, is not the way.

The editorial continues further -

If Supply is blocked and Labor wins the resultant election, then that, for all intents
and purposes, is the end of it. And the end of Mr Macinnon.

It is a sad day -

Hon W.N. Stretch: Why do you not read the bit about the Royal Commission, which is right
down at the bottom of the editorial?

Hon JOHN HALLDEN: That reads -

It may well be that Labor would find an election much more palatable than a royal
commission.

Hon W.N. Stretch: Dead right.

Hon JOH-N HALDEN: It is not the decision of the Government; the Opposition is forcing it
on the Government. The Opposition is telling the Government what to do. The Government
is saying it wants to wait until it has considered the evidence in an appropriate and sensible
way. The difficulty with members of the Opposition is that they have lost their sense of
perspective. The Opposition is power hungry, as is its leader. The Opposition has lost its
objectivity. Once a party loses its objectivity in a political race, sooner or later it will hit the
wall because it does not know when to brake. To reinforce this I would like to quote from
The Australian of 28 May, as folows -

The by-elections held on Saturday in the West Australian Legislative Assembly
electorates of Fremantle and Maylands have followed the pattern established in recent
federal and State elections throughout the Commonwealth.

Once again minor panties, particularly those which are standing on a specifically
environmentalist platform, have polled a substantial proportion of the votes and
thereby reduced the share traditionally taken by the main parties.
Nevertheless, both of Saturday's results must, on balance, be recognised as
significant victories for the State Labor Government and the recently appointed
Premier, Dr Carmen Lawrence.

The article goes on to say that in Western Australia since the war there has traditionally been
a 10 per cent swing in by-elections. The reality is that last Saturday the swings were
4 per cent and 7 per cent; the results were nothing to warm the hearts of members of the
Opposition.

Hon W.N. Stretch: It was nice to top the poll in Fremantle. When did the Liberal Party last
top the poll there?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have been through that. The Liberal Party topped the poll in a
number of Federal seats as well, but it did not do the Liberal Parry much good. The Liberal
Party topped the poll in a number of State seats, but it did not do it much good because its
members are sifting on the Opposition benches. The seat of Fremantle is changing; however,
despite the nature of the seat changing from traditional working class to middle class - and it
is a significant change - and the fact that the Liberal Party had a credible candidate in the
by-election and spent a lot of money and used a lot of resources, it did nor win the seat. It
did not even get close, which brings a warm glow to my heart. Despite everything the
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Liberal Party had going for it, it could not make the grade. That is an indictment of where
the Liberal Party has been for a long time. The Liberal Party is now trying to use a tactic
which is not called "voter participation' but which involves the bludgeoning of the
Government because of the Opposition's ability to use this House.
Hon W.N. Stretch: That is not very convincing.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: It does not have to be. Some negatives are to be found in this naked
grab for power by forcing an early election. It will cause disruption and chaos, as I have
already said. Western Australians do not want another election. Members opposite know the
polls, as I do; the people do not want another election and that is something of a problem for
the Opposition. Inevitably these things will lead to one conclusion: Instability in this House,
the business community, the Public Service and a whole range of other areas throughout the
State. That instability is unwarranted; this House should not use its powers in such a
draconian way by pre-empting any decisions before the appropriate information is available,
because it will inflict pain on the wrong sort of people. It is totally scurrilous for the
Opposition to do this. I make it clear that the calls for a Royal Commission are not going
unheeded by the Premier or the Government. The Government is saying to the Opposition,
"Be appropriate. Wait for the decision and debate that." The issues of Supply and a Royal
Commission should not be intertwined by the Opposition.

The conservatives opposite want to take power through this naked grab. Let them try to do
so, but let it be held up for what it is. However, if they want to act in the best interests of the
people of this State, and if they want to go along with the line advocated by the Premier and
follow the practices of accountability with new directions, new policies and a new focus for
this State, I suggest that they sit and bide their time; only then will they be able to comment
on the basis of fact rather than political witchcraft, which has been the practice of the
Opposition in this State for the past three years - to its own detriment. Opposition members
have overlooked the facts; they have looked at a hope, which has caused them to stumble and
fall. Saturday was a good day, but I will not allow myself to devote the whole of my speech
to that subject. I now refer to an issue in my electorate.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: Do not do that; Hon Tom Butler does not like it when you talk about
your electorates. He will be on your back.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: At least the people in my electorate see me there.

I refer to a development taking place in the suburb of Willagee. This is an old State Housing
Commission suburb which you, Mr President, would know well. It was built after the war
with temporary accommodation bought in from either Austria or Switzerland; these houses
were very small, covering nine imperial squares. This accommodation was meant to be
temporary but it has remained in place since 1948; the last houses were built in 1955. This
area has experienced problems with that housing and this is the issue I have heard about most
from my constituents. I often henr of the disrepair of the houses and how they are
particularly cold in winter and hot in summer. The hot water systems and other mechanical
appliances are of such an age that they cannot be replaced and new equipment will be very
expensive. It has become obvious that something has to be done for those people.
With urban sprawl it has become obvious that Willagee is well placed for redevelopment,
being close to Fremantle and Perth; to Garden City Shopping Centre, and highways and
schools. In 1971 it was proposed that the area be redeveloped. In 1981 a different
Government proposed a redevelopment in Willagee. However, this proposal was not
proceeded with until recently when Homeswest and the Minister actively pursued such a
policy; they established a planning team and Homeswest sent to the City of Melville a
concept plan to be approved. With that development some people were to be asked to give
up their homes and be relocated permanently outside of Willagee in more appropriate
accommodation, and many others were given the option of moving to other accommodation
with a view to moving back to Willagee when the area was redeveloped. That process has
taken place. There is no compulsion for people to give up their homes, although Homeswest
gives people the option of selling their homes for this development. It has been well
documented that Willagee is an area that has had its fair share of problems. However, it has
served many people well. Homeswest is going to great lengths to upgrade the area and
increase the amount of public open space and amenities of the area. Willagee was a dying
area, for its population reached its peak in 1964-65 and since then it has declined
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considerably. The area now has a population of approximately 1 500 people and the new
proposal intends to increas'e the population to double that figure; this will increase the
population back. to the figure of the mid- 1960s. A fair amount of consultation has taken
place with Willagee residents, and in a majority of cases that consultation has been positive.
Some residents believe that the consultation could have been more extensive, and to that end,
with the assistance of the Minister, I have established a commuittee to allow consultation to
continue in a formalised way. A major hurdle in this issue has been the member for
Melville.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: A very good member!

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I disagree.-

Hon P.H. Lockyer: A lot of people say that he is a good member.

Hon JOHN HALDEN; Maybe so; he may be the next Premier as has been touted.
Regardless, he knows the reality of what will happen to his 17-vote majority in his electorate
in that he may have some difficulties with the redevelopment - it may only be 24 residences -
in trying to retain his seat. The member can count and he has undertaken a disappointing
campaign in describing Willagee as the "ghetto of the southern suburbs'. He has said that
the area has massive social problems and his comments are based on nothing more than his
own political fears.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: He will increase his majority, and you know it.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: In any process of change people have fears; some of these fears may
be obvious and expressed and others may. be held within, but the member for Melville has
fostered a number of misconceptions on those fears. That has been most unfortunate because
he is doing a disservice to the people of Willagee and the electorate of Melville. If the
member had looked at the concept plan, examined the type of houses to be provided and
looked at the density of the housing, I am sure he would not have acted as he has. Much of
the land becomes R25 zoning and two or three pieces of land will become R40 zoning.
However, that situation is no different from that which exists in other State Housing
Commission areas such as Palmyra, Melville, Bicton and other places. Those changes have
been brought about by the natural processes of the market, but for some reason the member
for Melville believes that because this matter is being handled by Homeswest the area will
become an urban ghetto - that is an extrapolation of fantasy. This does not help the debate or
the need to replace what is antiquated housing stock.
Hon P.O. Pendal: You have to pay money to replace it and the Government is stony,
motherless broke.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Hon Phil Pendal rose to his feet tonight and I had to prove what a
silly little fool he is. He went to the library where he found some figures which he quoted -

the figures were not wrong but there was an obvious bias in what he said.

[Quorum formed.]

Hon P.G. Pendal: It is understandable given the speaker.

Hon Doug Wenn: That was really pathetic.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: My colleague said that calling for a quorum was pathetic, but we do
not expect any better from members opposite.

Hon P.G. Pendal: We wanted to bring in some Labor members to hear your speech. I have
to put up with this drivel.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: More Labor members are present than Liberal members. Hon Phillip
Pendal is wrong again. He cannot get it right. It is unfortunate that he cannot get anything
right. I wonder whether, at the end of the day, he can hang on to his position. One never
knows in this world what will happen. Others on the other side of this House have greater
talent than he has so I guess his position is delicate.

Returning to the problems of Willagee, it is unfortunate that fear has been used on the people
in that area. It is unfortunate that the quality of housing in that area cannot be upgraded and
that the arguments being put for-ward are not watertight by any stretch of the imagination. It
is unfortunate also that the homogeneous mix that occurs in most suburbs is opposed in that
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area by the member for Melville and by certain other people in the suburb. Apparently, they
have some problems with the numbers of single parents, aged persons and others who live in
the area. That is unfortunate because the population of Willagee is already characterised by
old people and young families with single parents. It is difficult to understand that people
who live there criticise appropriate housing for those people and also that into that m-ix
should not come two parent families and middle aged people and that the whole structure of
that suburb should not more generally reflect the breakdown of society generaily. I find it
difficult to understand what those problems are. However, I think it gets back to moy original
premise that the member for Melville has generated fear and that fear is unwarranted and has
not been based on fact.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: What rot!

Hon JOHN HALDEN: The member would not know. When was the last time he went to
Willagee? In all honesty, what would he know anyway? I suggest he be quiet.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: I was there last week,.

Hon. RG. Pendal: You have just adopted the electorate anyway. You would battle to know
where South Perth is.
Hon. JOHN HALDEN: I am doing all right over there.

This is an unfortunate set of circumstances. For the benefit of the people who may move to
Willagee and for those who will be rehoused in Willagee, there should be more consultation
and more cooperation. However, above all, sense from the member for Melville particularly
and a couple of others generally needs to be injected into the argument. We are trying to talk
to people and inform them and encourage them to another point of view.

It will be a long battle. It will be a battle that will require delicate finessing. If we have to
finesse the member for Melville, we will finesse him, too, but perhaps not quite so delicately.
However, the ultimate loser will be the general populace and those people on Homeswest
waiting lists. It would be unfortunate if they were used in a political tug of war about who
will win the seat when this development has had bipartisan support. The development has
waited for nearly 19 years to get off the ground and it needs to happen as soon as possible.

The Government and Homeswest have not dreamt up this scheme. It is not without
precedence. The people involved in the redevelopments in Rivervale and Belmont are
delighted. They are happy with the choices they have been given. They are delighted about
the changes that have occurred in those suburbs. Slowly, the asbestos houses are being
replaced with modem houses. That this is happening is to the credit of Homeswest and the
Government. It is part of an effort to contain the urban sprawl and to ensure that people are
given options on their housing needs. They should not have to live in the extremities of the
northern, southern or eastern suburbs. People on modest incomes should also have a choice
to live in reasonably central suburbs in Perth.

The people of Belmont and Rivervale who have not been involved in this scheme are
cnthusiastic and keen for Homeswesr to develop their blocks. It is obvious from their
reactions that the Willagee development will eventually be successful and will get over the
problems that are occurring now. Perhaps a certain amount of goodwill and sensitivity needs
to be exercised by both sides. There are always two sides to every argument. I do not
normally raise trivial issues in this place. However, I guess members opposite will refer to
this matter as a trivial one. Perhaps they are right, but it is about something that gets up my
nose.

Hon. P.H-. Lockyer: Is it that you have not got your sweets tonight?

Hon JOH-N HALDEN: He is good tonight, is he not? He would be funny if he stayed here
for another 20 years. I am sure the Liberal Party will not allow that.

Hon P.O. Pendal: That is one of the few bits of your speech that will look go.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Will it? Good.

I understand from some of my Federal colleagues and from Pr~ss reports that the picture of
Caroline Chisholm on the $5 note is to be replaced with a picture of the Queen. I am not
pro-monarchy; in fact, I am anti-monarchy. It is a tragedy that one of the few women who
has been recorded in the history of this country and been commended for her services to the
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needy and to women who came to this country, in many cases unescorted and who had great
fears about what lay ahead of them, is to have that recognition withdrawn. She gave many
years of dedicated service to this country. In fact, there are few instance of women being
recorded in the history books of this country. She has been appropriately recognised. The
fact that she was recognised also gives credence to the fact that women played a role in the
history of this country. It is a role that was not recorded, but was obviously very significant
as evidenced by the anecdotal evidence that can be related by National Party members. I am
disappointed. I am strongly opposed to this change.
A picture of the Queen appears on a number of pieces of our currency. That is appropriate; I
do not think her picture should be removed. However, the one woman who featured in
nineteenth century history of this country should not have her picture removed from the
$5 note, because that would be an insult to all women. The matter should be reconsidered.
Having said that, it has been suggested that I return to the events of Saturday and go through
them again. However, I will not go over it in too much detail. I think the point has been
made. It must be said that the Opposition parties are going down a dangerous path. This
State has had 100 years of responsible self Government.
Hon P.G. Pendal: Not for the last seven years.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The member can make his cheap political comments but I am
making a speech at the moment. This is the centenary of responsible self Governmrent.
Hon P.G. Pendal: It is 93 years.
Hon JOHN HAiDEN: I do not care if the member wants to go to extremes; I can refer to
Bunbury Foods and the North West Shelf.

Hon Doug Wenn: What about Laporte?
Hon JOH-N HALDEN: It is a dangerous path for the Opposition to tread in this centenary
year of responsible self Government. I ask Opposition members to think about the concept
of responsibility.
Hon P.O. Pendal: That is good coming from a mob which has wasted $800 Million.

Hon P.H. Lockyer: Your Government has lost almost $1 billion.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The responsibility will rest on the shoulders of the Opposition. If it
wants to cast this Parliament into odium, so be it. That will be the result of the Opposition's
action. Although I do not necessarily hold all the Statutes and procedures of this Parliament
in the highest regard, because I do not agree with them all, I will obligingly do the
appropriate thing.
Hon Murray Montgomery: What absolute waffle.
Hon P.H. Lockyer: It is one of the worst speeches I have heard in 10 years in this place.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Once members opposite cut the thread of decency - that will be the
result of its changing the system whereby money has been allocated in this House for the past
100 years - they will lose credibility in the community. That will be most unfortunate, not
for the Opposition but for the institution of Parliament. A Royal Commission has not been
ruled out as an option, but it is a separate issue.
Hon N.F. Moore: It is one or the other.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is a separate issue which must be considered on the basis of facts.
The Premier has a mandate to govern; the Labor Party has a mandate to be the Governiment.
It received that mandate 15 months ago and again last Saturday. The people of Maylands
and Fremantle made a very wise decision. I conclude by supporting the motion moved by
Hon Tom Stephens.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon P.H. Lockyer.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON PAROLE
Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and read notifying that it had agreed to the following
motion relating to the Select Committee on Parole -
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(1) That the Assembly accepts the invitation of the Legislative Council to appoint
a Select Commuittee for the purpose set out in the Council's message No 2 and
concurs with parts I to 6 of the Council's resolutions.

(2) That the members of the committee shall be the member for Marangaroc
(Mr Cunningham), the member for Cotteslce (Mr Hasse"l), and the member
for Avon (Mr Trenorden).

That the Assembly committee shall have power to meet and confer jointly
with the Council committee and may pass resolutions or take evidence with a
quon of two, and so much of the Standing Orders as necessary are
suspended accordingly.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT (INCITEMENT TO RACIAL HATRED) BILL
Second Reading

HON KAY HALLAH-AN (East Metropolitan - Minister for Planning) [10.25 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill proposes to amend the Criminal Code to provide for offences relating to incitement
to racial hatred and racial harassment, alarm and fear.

In October 1989 the Government introduced this Bill to Parliament. The then Minister for
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs, Mr Gordon Hill, outlined the history, context and reasons
for the development of the Bill, and the aims and intentions of the proposed legislation in his
second reading speech of 26 October 1989. The main aims of this Bill are to prosecute those
people who intentionally and knowingly axe producing and publicly circulating literature and
materials aimed at inciting racial hatred, racial harassment, alarm and fear among residents
of Western Australia. In developing the Bill to achieve these aims, the Clovernment drew on
the expertise of the Law Reform Commission and Crown Law Department, carried out wide-
ranging discussions and consultations with nearly every sector from society - with ethnic
community groups, unions, church and law bodies - and carried out major social surveys of
this matter. The overwhelming response was that such legislation was required to protect
those members of our community who were being harassed and subjected to a virulent
campaign of racial hatred. The Bill was an attempt to protect all residents within the
community while ensuring that individuals' rights of freedom of speech were maintained.

As a consequence of concerns expressed by booksellers and others, the Government, through
the Premier and Minister assisting the Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs, has
carried out a further series of discussions with representatives of the media, legal groups,
ethnic organisations and community groups, as well as members of the Opposition. As a
result of their discussions the Government is proposing some amendments to the Bill
introduced in October. The Government believes that these amendments preserve the
intentions of the Bill that all members in this Parliament wish to retain; namely, to catch and
prosecute all persons who deliberately and knowingly want to incite racial hatred in Western
Australia, while effectively ensuring that innocent parties will not be caught and prosecuted
by the proposed legislation. In summary, the amendments proposed will -

Delete the words 'insulting' and "distress" in the Bill.

Insert a defence clause to clauses 79 and 80 of the Bill as follows -

It is a defence to a charge of the offence defined in this section to prove that
the accused person did not know that the material was threatening or abusive.

I will now discuss the reasons for the amendments and in doing so I will remind members of
the major reasons for the Bill as a context for the development of these particular
amendments. The Bill was introduced in October 1989 for two principal reasons. Firstly, to
stop the prolonged, highly-organised and large-scale racist propaganda poster and graffiti
campaigns that had developed in Perth throughout the 1980s. This campaign has had a
deleterious effect on individuals and community groups which have been the target of such
material. The principal evils of these campaigns are twofold: They incite groups of citizens
to hate each other, which affects community relations generally, and they make the people
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who are their targets greatly alarned and afraid, and at risk of harassment from those
mindless members of the community, or those who do not think for themselves.

In addition, this campaign has clearly had adverse effects on Western Australia's business
migration and investment programs throughout the world and particularly in South East Asia.
Western Australia is a sought-after destination in settlement to Australia by business and
investment migrants. The continued prosperity of our State is closely linked to the
development of positive relationships with our South East Asian neighbours. These have
been threatened in recent times as a result of these acts by racist propagandists.

The proposed amendments are as follows -

(1) It has been argued that the wards 'insulting' and "distress' as they appear in clauses
77, 78, 79 and 80 should be omitted as they are too general and open to too wide an
interpretation of a person's feelings to be useful to the proposed legislation. The
Government accepts that omitting these words will assist in focusing the Bill's
intention on behavioural consequences, contained in other words of the Bill, of
threatening and abusive literature that causes, or is likely to cause, serious
harassment, alarm or fear.

(2) In the various discussions held it was sometimes proposed that the words 'or likely
to" in clauses 79 and 80 be omitted.

The Government has considered the arguments put to it by the Opposition, the media and
legal people and, on balance, is resolved to retain these words in order to maintain the spirit
of intention of the Bill. If these words were not included, those people who intended to
incite racial hatred, serious harassment, alarm and fear of any group, and were producing
materials for this purpose, would have to be caught in the act in order to prove such intent.
In order for this legislation to deal effectively with such malicious persons, the words "or
likely to" must remain.

However, the Government has heard the concerns of the media, legal persons and others. It
does not want to catch and prosecute innocent and honest people with this legislation, or
create situations where responsible citizens are included in costly litigation; consequently the
Government has introduced a number of defence clauses aimed at protecting innocent and
responsible pantics such as the media, scholars, academics and booksellers and based on the
proven experience of simnilar defence clauses in the UK. So under sections 79 and 80, where
the words "or likely to" are used, it is intended to insert the following defence clause -

It is a defence to charges of the offence defined in this section to prove that the
accused person did not know that the material was threatening or abusive.

Such a defence clause has been successfully used by legitimate media, booksellers and others
in the United Kingdom. Mischievous persons who have intended to incite racial hatred and
have materials which are likely to create serious harassment, alarm or fear will be eligible to
use the defence clause but, on overseas experience, are unlikely to prove that they did not
know that such material was threatening or abusive.

The Government has introduced the amendments just outlined to its proposed incitement to
racial hatred Bill in order to meet the genuine concerns expressed by members of the
Opposition, representatives of legal groups, media and other community groups. These
concerns have been to ensure that those persons who genuinely do not intend to incite racial
hatred or create situations likely to cause serious harassment, alarm or fear among our
diverse community will not be caught by the proposed legislation. The extensive
consultations carried out by the Government in the course of developing this legislation and
in the discussions held since introducing this Hill last October have shown that the vast
majority of our populace are concerned about the various campaigns that have been
occurring across our city aimed at inciting racial hatred. The majority of our community,
want this stopped. The majority of our community are aware of the need to balance our
established rights of freedom of speech with the rights of all residents to feel safe, and to not
feel threatened or subject to lies, abuse and hatred, especially when such abuse and hatred is
provided covertly under cover of darkness.

While we believe that this proposed legislation will be an effective means of addressing the
immediate problems of racist posters and other materials of hate being propagated by various
persons and groups, such legislation can be only one part of a long term solution to racial
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prejudice. The Government, through its various departments and agencies such as the
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commuission (MEAC) and the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority (AAPA), are working to provide community education programs which aim to
overcome prejudice and raise awareness of the values and benefits of our culturally diverse
community.

It is in this spirit that the Government is proposing that a bipartisan parliamentary working
group be established to work with MEAC, AAPA, the police and other Government agencies
to monitor the implementation of this proposed legislation with the additional amendments.
It is proposed that this working group provide a report back to Parliament after one year on
the implementation of this legislation.
The promotion of hatred of our neighbours is not a private matter; it affects all our society.
Not only can it destroy the happiness of members of our community, but it can threaten the
basis of legal rules in our society, which must have a major concern to protect the stability of
our State. The Western Australian Government is committed to eradicating the vile race
hatred campaign which I have outlined. We believe that the concessions given in this Bill
will adequately address the concerns of those who believe the legislation is too wide in its
breadth and we will not be amending the Bill any further.

It is in the interests of all persons, groups and institutions in our society to get the right
balance between protecting our basic rights of freedom of speech and freedom of security
and the protection of all members of our community. We are confident that this Bill, with its
new amendments, will achieve this balance. The Bill contains amendments that are vital to
the social cohesion of our community and to all residents of Western Australia. I commend
the Hill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Peter Foss.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS BILL

Second Reading
HON KAY HALLAHAN (East Metropolitan - Minister for Planning) [10.34 pm]: I
move, on behalf of the Attorney General -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill provides for the establishment in Western Australia of a new office of Director of
Public Prosecutions (DPP). Under the Bill the director will have full legal authority to make
all decisions concerning the prosecution of criminal offences. This includes full authority to
decide whether an indictment should be presented, the nature of the charge to be laid and
how the prosecution will be conducted, as well as decisions about appeals which may be
brought and all incidental matters.

A significant advantage in the establishment of the office of director is that the legislation
will make it absolutely clear that the director will act with complete independence from the
Attorney General and the Government of the day. Members will appreciate, of course, that a
corollary of the independence of the DPP is that the Attorney General will not be able to be
held accountable to Parliament and the community to the extent which many suggest is still
appropriate in respect of prosecution decisions today.

In keeping with the position in some of the other jurisdictions, the Bill gives the director
considerable authority, again with complete autonomy, in respect of summary proceedings
for indictable offences, including all offences which may either be tried summarily or on
indictment. These provisions represent a major innovation in this State and are entirely in
addition to existing provisions for the summary prosecution of indictable offences. The Bill
will enable the director to commence and prosecute proceedings before Courts of Petty
Sessions and the Children's Court for any indictable offence.

By virtue of these provisions the Bill will give the director the authority to deal with all
summary proceedings for criminal code offences, as weUl as the offences which can be tried
on indictment created by Statutes such as the Companies Code, Misuse of Drugs Act and the
Road Traffic Act.
In addition to being able to institute and conduct summary prosecution in the types of cases I
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have mentioned, the Bill proposes that the director should have the power - again an
innovation in Western Australia - to take over summary proceedings by the police or others
for any indictable offence. Under the Bill the director will also be able to act with the
consent of the complainant as solicitor or counsel for a complainant in the types of cases I
have mentioned. In these circumstances, the director would not assume full responsibility
for the conduct of the prosecution. By these means the Bill provides a scheme under which
cases of public importance in the lower courts, as well as all criminal cases on indictment,
can be handled with independence, competence, and the resources of the Director of Public
Prosecutions.

The director will also be able to conduct committal proceedings for criminal offences, and
appeals for the prosecution in cases which the director prosecuted or could have prosecuted.
The director will have the independent authority to decide whether to appeal. In a few cases
the effectiveness with which the director can pursue his functions will depend on the
availability of an indemnity or other assurance against prosecution to a potential witness.
The Bill empowers the director to give such indemnities and assurances at his independent
discretion.

The Bill will also empower the director to intervene in coronial inquests where the director
thinks that appropriate. and it enables the director to assist a coroner if that assistance is
sought by the coroner. It will be for the director to decide whether the case is an appropriate
one for such intervention or assistance.

The director will have responsibility for administering the Crimes (Confiscation of Profits)
Act and any similar legislation so that work in this respect can be coordinated effectively
with the process of investigation and prosecution of offences. The director will provide
appropriate assistance in this State to the directors and Crown prosecutors elsewhere in
Australia and to similar officials overseas. The director will also have responsibility for the
extradition of offenders and prisoners.

The Bill is designed to ensure that the director will be able to institute and conduct
proceedings for Commonwealth offences in accordance with arrangements between the State
and the Commonwealth which have been in place for some two to three years. The Bill will
also enable the director to conduct prosecutions in this State under the few remaining UK
laws that allow for the trial of UK offences here.

By these means the Bill will arm the director with all the powers which the Attorney General
can exercise in respect of the investigation and prosecution of offences and in addition with
many powers which the Attorney General does not have. That applies in particular to the
prosecution of offences in Courts of Petty Sessions. In all these matters the director wil act
independently of the Attorney General and the Government and of any other authority,
subject for completeness to a small qualification with which I shall deal shortly. As wil be
apparent, the director will bear extremely onerous and important responsibilities.

To ensure the independence of the director and the deputy director - another position
envisaged by the Bill - they will not be members of the Public Service but will hold
independent statutory offices. Qualifications which are the same as those required for
appointment as a judge have been provided for the director's position. While the Act
requires the appointment of a director, it merely allows the appointment of a deputy. It is
thought that a deputy will be a useful appointment for many practical reasons, but it is
proposed to have the director's views before deciding whether a deputy should be appointed
immediately.

It is proposed that both the director and the deputy director, if appointed, will enjoy security
of tenure until age 65. This is to avoid the indirect but potentially serious threat to
independence which could be created by appointments for a limited term. Because term
appointments must be regularly considered for renewal by the Government of the day, the
perception could be created that an appointee who acts against the interests of the
Government may not be reappointed. In turn that could be seen as creating a potential for
improper influence or pressure on the appointee. To avoid this, full security of tenure is
provided for both the director and deputy director. However, to offer the public protection
against an unfortunate appointment the B il provides that the director and the deputy director
may be removed from office for misbehaviour - either privately or in connection with the
duties of their offices - incompetence, physical or mental incapacity or bankruptcy.
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The salaries of the director and deputy director are to be fixed by the Salaries and
Allowances Tribunal, which is responsible for the review and determination of the salaries of
members of Parliament, the judiciary and other senior offices of the State. By this means
decisions on salary will also be determined independently. Members should be aware that all
other directors in Australia, except one, have their salaries determined under schemes
equivalent to the Western Australian Salaries and Allowances Tribunal legislation. As all of
them are in fact paid the equivalent of a judicial salary, it can be reasonably anticipated that
our own tribunal will determine the director's remuneration on that basis. However, the
salary of the deputy director is a less certain matter. It will depend in pant upon the level of
responsibility the director chooses to place on his deputy. There is no consistent pattern
elsewhere in Australia and that is a matter appropriately left to the tribunal without further
comment.
Members will appreciate that the tribunal must be expected to fix the salary of the director in
keeping with the level of salaries for the judiciary and other senior appointments in the State.
It would be unrealistic, for example, to think of the salary being fixed by reference to
earnings in private legal practice. The director and deputy director will be precluded by the
Bill from practising law or engaging in paid employment except with the specific approval of
the Governor - for example, to enable the director to serve as a legal officer in the reserve
forces.
In the public interest, the Bill also proposes that the director should notify the Attorney
General of all pecuniary interests in any business. To make appointment to the office of
director attractive to the widest range of potential appointees, the superannuation provisions
proposed in the Bill are unusually wide and flexible. The judges' non-contributory scheme is
applied to the office and this is likely to be attractive to the majority of potential appointees.
If the director is later appointed a judge, service and entitlements are continuous. It must be
anticipated, however, that some suitable appointees will be prepared to give up private
practice for only a limited number of years, and may accept appointment on the basis that
they will resign to return to practice after, say, three to five years. To such an appointee the
judges' pension scheme offers little attraction as there is no retirement benefit until after 10
years' service and after reaching age 60. The contributory scheme of the Government
Employees Superannuation Act will be more attractive to such an appointee because of the
lump sum entitlements on resignation after more than two years' service. The Bill will allow
contribution under the scheme as an alternative. Further, some potential appointees may
already be contributors under the Superannuation and Family Benefits Act, so that provision
is made to enable that contribution to continue. There are provisions in existing legislation
and in the Bill to limit the potential for double dipping created by these alternatives.
The provisions of the Bill will go further than those of any equivalent legislation in Australia
or the United Kingdom to spell out the relationship between the role of the Attorney General
and the director. For all practical purposes the Attorney General will be more circumscribed
in the role he can play in the administration of the investigation and prosecution of offences
and related appeals, committals and inquests than any other Attorney General in Australia or
the United Kingdom. This Bill will ensure that any involvement by the Attorney General
will be publicly identified, especially by report to Parliament, so that the Attorney General
will be subject at every point to parliamentary and public scrutiny and accountability.
Part 4 of the Bill comnmences the relevant provisions by a declaration of the independence of
the director from the Attorney General or any other person in the performance of his
functions. Provision is made for consultation between the Attorney General and the director
whenever either of them thinks it desirable. By this means views can be exchanged, but the
independence of the director is not threatened or affected. Such consultation will be a means
by which, for example, the Attorney General will be able to express to the director
parliamentary or public disquiet about, say, sentencing trends or the effects of certain
policies being followed by the director. Such an official process of communication is an
important pant of the scheme of the Bill. It seeks to achieve some reasonable measure of
parliamentary and public accountability of the director without affecting the independence
which is critical for the public acceptance of the effectiveness of the office. Clause 27 is
very important. It enables directions of a general policy nature to be given to the director.
However, the Attorney General is expressly precluded from giving a direction on his own
initiative in a particular case. Every direction given must be included in the annual report of
the director to Parliament.
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Directions of a general policy nature are necessary to allow guidance to be given to the
director over a range of public policy where the Attorney General and, through him, the
Government and the Parliament are better equipped to reflect the prevailing needs and views
of the community. Typical examples would be whether prostitution laws should be enforced
literally or through the existing system of police supervision, or whether boys under 16
should be prosecuted for consenting intercourse with girls under [6, and the circumstances in
which the criminal law should not be enforced in cases of domestic violence in the interests
of family reconciliation.
This Bill will require such general prosecution policy directions to be published in the report
of the DPIP to Parliament. At present they are often unidentified and unknown to the
Parliament and the public. Clause 27(3) will enable the director, at his own discretion, to
seek a legal policy direction from the Attorney General. It will also enable the director to
seek a policy direction relating to a particular case. The director must initiate the request
before the Attorney General can give a direction in a particular case, and any direction given
in response to such a request must be made public in the report of the director to Parliament.
The ability of the director to seek a policy direction in a particular case is a very important
provision and is critical to the effective functioning of an independent director in some cases.
The few cases I have already given of general policy issues which heavily involve public
interest indicate the sort of issue a particular case may raise. If the issue is novel or there is
no existing general policy, the director may decide not to make a decision until he has
received a policy direction which will guide or determine how that case should be dealt with.

There is another very limited range of public policy issues, especially those involving
national security, where an official in a position of the director cannot be expected to make
the decision. Often the potential consequences of prosecution are so serious that the decision
needs to be made at the political level because the Government has more ready access to
other Governments and to information on matters of national security or international
concern. Fortunately cases in this category can be expected to be extremely rare, but it is not
hard to think of examples, particularly in the area of international terrorism. It is important
to stress that even in such extreme cases the Bill leaves the director with an absolutely
independent discretion as to whether to seek a direction. This is in keeping with the
overriding consideration of the Bill, which is to ensure the independence of the director's
office. Cases may arise where the director should not make a decision. There may be a
personal conflict of interest or for some other reason the director's impartiality may be
compromised about a particular case. If the director is not free to decide impartially, it is
unlikely that the public will be satisfied that the director's staff can act in his place. In such a
case the Bill will enable the director to request the Attorney General to deal with the case.
Again it is the director who must decide to initiate a request for the Attorney General to act.

For the range of reasons to which I have referred it is necessary for the Attorney General to
retain what may fairly be described as a "reserve power' to act in appropriate cases. This is
confirmed by the fact that in every jurisdiccion in Australia, and also in the United Kingdom,
where there is a DPP the Attorney General retains full power to act in prosecution matters.
This Bill seeks to achieve a detailed and public procedure, fully subject to parliamentary
scrutiny, under which any exercise of the Attorney's powers will necessarily be limnited and
without any threat to the independence of the director. Clause 28 regulates the rare situation
where the Attorney General exercises any of his powers to ensure that the director does not
act inconsistently, but again the provision is designed to ensure parliamentary and public
accountability of the Attorney General of the day. The director is required to include in his
report to Parliament any case where he is precluded by this provision from taking any action
he otherwise would have taken.

With a view to ensuring some measure of accountability to Parliament of the performance of
the director's functions, the Bill contains a requirement of an annual report to Parliament by
the director and contains provisions requiring the director to provide information to the
Attorney General to enable Parliament to be informed, and questions answered, about the
functions of the director. It is difficult to see that more can be done without impinging on the
DPP's independence. Members will realise that the independence of the director means that
the Attorney General cannot be responsible in the traditional constitutional manner for the
functions or decisions of the director.

The Bill enables the director to obtain information he needs from the authorities of the State,
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including the Commissioner of Police, which have responsibility for the investigation and
prosecution of offences, and the director may require these authorities to carry out
investigations for the director. Under the Bill the director may also direct these authorities to
refer types of offences within their responsibility but which could be tried on indictment to
the director with a view to the director conducting the prosecution, or the director
recommending that these authorities institute proceedings in respect of an offence.

The Bill provides for the director to issue guidelines to be followed in the performance of the
director's functions, and these guidelines are to be published in the Government Gazette. It
is envisaged that with the performance of the functions of the office, the director will
continue the present practice of the Crown Prosecutor in briefing a proportion of the work to
lawyers in private practice. Three factors make this inevitable: Firstly, the volumc of work
fluctuates so that it would be inefficient to have enough staff permnanently employed to cope
with the highest volume of demand; secondly, a shortage of experienced and able lawyers
exists in Western Australia so it is unlikely that the director will be able to attract capable
staff with the required experience in suitable numbers; thirdly, the additional work which the
Bill envisages the director will undertake over and above the present duties of the Crown
Prosecutor will exaggerate the shortage of suitable staff and increase the dependence on
briefing.
The Bill enables the office of the director to be established with the necessary staff appointed
in the ordinary way under the Public Service Act; that is, either term contract or permanent
appointment. The initial size and composition of that staff will naturally be influenced by the
views of the first director, but the real determining factor is likely to be the number of
suitably qualified and experienced lawyers who are prepared to accept appointment. Some
of the present professional staff of the Crown Law Department may be expected to join the
office of the director, but members should be aware that few will be prepared to do so. The
reasons for this have been put to the Attorney General very forcibly by the lawyers who
presently undertake prosecuting work in the Crown Law Department.

Criminal prosecutions, although important to the community, are a highly specialised and
very small segment of legal practice. Very few lawyers are prepared to specialise in the
field, either as defence lawyers or as prosecutors. Many other fields of legal practice are
more financially rewarding, less emotionally demanding and involve more attractive work.
A far greater demand exists in private practice for lawyers with experience in non-criminal
work. For these reasons very few lawyers in the Crown Law Department are prepared to
confine their practice to criminal work. Most lawyers insist on maintaining constant
experience in a wider range of work; that is, in civil litigation which involves common law,
commercial, administrative, constitutional, arbitrations, town planning, taxation and ratings
matters. In many cases they combine practice as a barrister with practice as a solicitor.
Because of this wide experience, their personal satisfaction from practice is much greater and
they are better able to avoid burnout, their professional skill development is significantly
enhanced and they have the security of knowing that they can more readily find a position in
a private firm or establish themselves at the independent bar if they decide to leave
Governmnent practice.

For this reason the Crown Law Department has structured its professional staffing
arrangements to allow the fullest opportunity for wide ranging experience. The result has
been the ability to recruit lawyers of good quality. The number of lawyers has been far
greater than might be expected in these days of a shortage and a reasonably high retention
rare even though many lawyers in the department could take up financially attractive offers
elsewhere.

The vast majority of these lawyers have made it emphatically clear that they would not be
prepared to confine their practices to criminal work for these reasons. They will not join the
director's office. Against that background, the Bill has been drafted so as to enable the
director to use the services of lawyers in the Crown Solicitors Office, who would be briefed
by the director. This is analogous to the position in Victoria and New South Wales where the
director briefs the Crown Prosecutor and the Crown Counsel in Victoria, and the Crown
Advocate in New South Wales. These Government lawyers are not part of the director's
staff. Similarly in Tasmania the director utilises professional staff of the Crown Solicitors
office. This arrangement will not only enable the director to have the services in appropriate
cases of experienced prosecuting counsel, but equally importantly it will also help ensure that
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for the future lawyers of quality and experience are available to do the non-criminal work of
the State.

For these reasons it is necessary to ensure flexibility in the staffing arrangements and this is
provided for in clause 30 of the Bill. Suitable staff can be appointed to the director's office
and will specialise entirely in ciminal work. In addition, through clause 30 the director will
be able to brief lawyers in the Crown Solicitor's office and through clause 20(1) the director
will be able to brief the private legal profession. It is proposed that accounting and
administrative services will be provided by the Crown Law Department which also provides
all of the courts, and the Crown Solicitor's and the Parliamentary Counsel's offices with
support services of this nature.

I add two general comments: In the United Kingdom, in the Commonwealth and in some
other Australian States where simrilar directors operate, the office was created as part of a
move to constnuct an efficient prosecution service after serious deficiencies had developed in
the existing arrangements. We are riot in that position in this State and we should all take
satisfaction in the competence, efficiency and dedication with which the work of the Crown
Prosecutor, and those who assist him. has been conducted over the years. Secondly, I stress
to members that with the prosecution of criminal offences on indictment in superior courts
and with the appeals from decisions in such cases, these provisions will do little more than
formnalise, aff"irm publicly and ensure the continuation of the arrangements already in place.

Until the mid 1970s indictments were signed by the Attorney General in this State and
virtually all significant prosecution decisions were actually referred to the Attorney General
with recommendations from the Crown Prosecutor and the Solicitor General. I am advised
that Hon [an Medcalt, QC, was responsible for starting the process of change that has led to
the present position. Initially he authorised the Crown Prosecutor and the Solicitor General
to make decisions in routine cases and to sign most indictments. During his term of office he
further extended the range of matters in which decisions were made without reference to
him. When the present Attorney General assumed office, he continued for some two years
with the arrangements that had been made without change, but since then he has
progressively extended full authority in virtually all matters so that the only decisions he
makes today are in respect of ex officio indictments, nolle prosequi, appeals, indemnities
against prosecution and extraditions. However, in each of these matters this is done only
when the Solicitor General is not available. The vast majority of decisions are made directly
by the Crown Prosecutor and those assisting him with the Solicitor General dealing with ex.
officio indictments, nll~e prosequi and appeals. These decisions are not referred to the
Attorney General and he is unaware of the decisions and action being taken.

If an unusual case should arise in which the Crown Prosecutor or the Solicitor General feels
that the case involves some special issue of public policy, it can be referred to the Attorney
General. However, that is their decision and this is a rare occurrence. Naturally, it is also
open to the Attorney General to seek reports and reasons from the legal officers concerned,
and in recent times that has occurred, in the main, when questions have arisen as to the
possibility of appeal against inadequacy of sentences. The important advantage of the Bill
before the House is that it will ensure the continuance of independent professional decisions
concerning the prosecution of criminal offences and that it will provide clear public
assurance of' that independence.

I cornmend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Peter Foss.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE -ORDINARY

HON KAY HALLAHAN (South East Metropolitan -Deputy Leader of the House)
[10.57 pm]: [ move -

That the House do now adjourn.

Companies and Securities Legislation - Federal Proposal - Store Opposition

HON R.G. PIKE (North Metropolitan) [10.58 pm]: The House should not adjourn until I
point out some very good news which appeared on the front page of today's The Australian
Financial Review. I am sorry that the Attorney General is not here to hear the good news,
but I am sure that he would have read it anyway. The article states -
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The Liberal-National controlled Upper Houses of two more States - Victoria and
South Australia - have signalled they will join the Western Australian Upper House
in opposing the necessary enabling legislation if the scheme proceeds.

I approached the Leader of the Opposition in Tasmania and the shadow Attorney General in
South Australia, Mr Trevor Griffin. The Victorian Attorney General, Mr Machelan, was
approached by Mr Bil Hassell and we put it to these people that the proposal initiated in
Western Australia should be followed by the Houses in those States.

The information I am giving was made available by the Federal shadow Attorney General,
Mr Peter Costello, who has taken a fair attitude to it; that is, should the States decide they do
not want to be pant of this scheme and if they are happy with the existing cooperative
scheme, then so be it. The article continues -

The coalition-controlled WA Upper House has already passed a formal motion
opposing the national scheme ...

It has been thought it was a lone voice. The article continues -

But the emergence of the other two States, particularly Victoria, poses a much more
serious obstacle to the federal scheme ...

The article goes on to make the point that the South Australian House is controlled by the
Liberals - a very sensible state of affairs brought about by the voters in that State.

Several members interjected.

Hon R.G. PIKE Labor Party members should listen to this because it is a view which has
been forcefully put on a number of occasions by the Attorney General, Mr Berinson. The
article continues -

"There was a grave concern that centralising administration of company law in a
national body could lead to bureaucratic administration out of touch with local and
small companies, particularly in outlying States ...

The next point should be noted by everyone: Costello made the point - a point made by me
in this House and by Mr Hassell in the ocher place, and also by the Leader of the Opposition
in this House, Mr Cash - that States such as Western Australia were particularly concerned
that purely local companies would be expected to deal with a highly centralised body instead
of their own corporate affairs office and more particularly - this should be noted because it is
new news - documents would be now transported to a central data processing centre in the La
Trobe Valley and would be accessible only by computer in their own State. The article states
that Mr Duffy scoffed, which is typical of the Federal Labor centralists, that if a State wanted
to stall a national scheme to its detriment it could, but it would be pretty stupid.

Several members interjected.

Hon R.G. PIKE: The facts are that more than 800 000 businesses in Australia - if this were
to be successful and hopefully it looks as though it will not be - will have centralised
Canberra control imposed on them. The figures produced so far by Ms Duffy suggest there
will probably be a minimum fee for every company of $300. The best advice we have been
given is that if companies seek to avoid that in any way they could be subject to the penalties
of the Labor Government's capital gains tax, and in the process of seeking to keep their
identity within a State - they think it will probably not be possible - they may in any case be
subject to a capital gains tax because of the new ownership of assets.
In summary, if we harken to the foolish interjections we have heard from the Government
benches I suggest those members read that which has been put forward by their leaders in the
other place and in this place and they will Find that the Labor Party's arguments have been
similar to those which I am putting forward now. I am certain those members do not propose
that Western Australia's proportion of the 800 000 businesses which will be controlled by
Canberra should be so controlled or that this State, as I said before, should lose the largest
single bite of its real areas of State power and authority since the Commonwealth
Government, under John Curtin, took over the taxation power. This is the most important
debate in regard to States' rights and the real powers of States that has occurred for many
decades. If we allow this move to go through we will have in the end a Parliament presiding
over nothing - we will be a hollow Parliament in regard to authority. I retread the point that,
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as a consequence of an initiative taken by this Parliament, with its proper anti-centralist
views, we now have Victoria and South Australia following our lead. I think the House
should not adjourn until that very good news is known by all members in the House.

Adjournment Debate - Australian Labor Parry - Businessman's Donation
HON P.G. PENLIAL (South Metropolitan) [11.05 pmj: I ask the House to consider a
matter which has appalling consequences for the good government of this State if it is found
to be a matter of substance. I refer to a story which appears at page 8 of tonight's Daily
News under a heading "ALP donation a 'meeting fee"'. That story says in part that a well
known Perth businessman claims he was asked to make a donation to the Labor Party to
secure a meeting with the former Deputy Premier, David Parker. The article states that the
businessman was told the donation would be handled by a key ALP figure who would ensure
he received the help he warnted.

Hon D.J. Wordsworth: Does it say who the bagman is?

Hon P.O. PENDAL: Hon David Wordsworth interjected by making a very good point and in
a language that befits the type of conduct which lies behind that sort of behaviour when he
asked whether it said who the bagman was. It clearly is a reference to a person of about the
lowest political order who can possibly exist in any open and democratic society. No lesser
person than a bagman can be put in charge of an operation that would hand a donation to a
key ALP figure who would ensure he received the help he wanted.

Hon John [[alden: Does it name the businessman?

Hon P.O. PENDAL: No, it does not. The point I raise in this debate is that the fact a story of
that significance has been run in a major metropolitan publication is cause for alarm. The
very fact the allegation is there cannot be allowed to go untested. It has not been put around
in some insignificant pamphlet; it has not been put about by an irresponsible journalist.
Martin Saxon is regarded as one of the most fearless journalists this town has produced in
years. I advise members that there are plenty of journalists around the town who have not
shown the sont of courage and fearlessness that Martin Saxon has over the period the Labor
Government has been in office. The fact he is the author of this article is a demonstration to
me, as is the fact that it was run in the Daily News, that something is very badly amiss in this
town when an allegation can be made that a person must pay $3000 in order to have an
appointment with a senior Minister of the Crown. The article states -

The Daily News has seen computerised financial records of the public company run
by a businessman.

The records contain the entry: "Australian Labour Party donations", cheque number
360165, dated April 28, 1987.

At a later point in ts story the matter is dismissed as being of no moment by the State
Secretary of the Labor Party with the suggestion that the author should be more specific in
his allegation. I put it to members of this House that it is possible to produce a record of the
account to which Martin Saxon refers, a cheque number and a date in 1987. That is quite
specific. Also, if members of the Labor Govemnment allow this matter to rest without further
investigation they are painting themselves further and further into a comer and will convince
the people of Western Australia that this is the most disreputable Government the State has
ever seen. The article states that in his denial Stephen Smith -

...Told the Daily News it was 'outrageous" to suggest that the party endorsed such
arrangements.

That denial is made by the same man whose party some time ago was alleged to have'-
accepted a $5 000 donation from Teachers Credit Society, which was denied and continued
to be denied until a photocopy of the cheque was produced in the other place by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, Richard Court. It was then admitted that the cheque had been
issued. Bearing in mind those events, Mr Smith is in no position to say it is outrageous to
suggest that the Labor Parry endorsed such arrangements. We have been down a similar path
before where he has denied that this sont of conduct occurred. I am simply asking: How
much more does the Government in this State have to debase the people before it is brought
to account? This political party keeps saying that the Parliament must pass legislation which
will disclose the source of all political party donations.
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Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.G. PENDAL: Members can make the kind of cacophony we have just heard and still
say they want the legislation passed, when the Labor Party time and time again debases the
system.

Hon Kay Hallahan: What are you worried about?

Hon P.C. PENDAL: ILam not worried about a thing, Mrs Hallahan.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask Hon Tom Stephens to stop that outrageous interjection.

Hon P.O. PENDAL: This sont of behaviour, which has been debated in a major newspaper
by a reputable journalist producing evidence of a specific natuire, must be without precedent
in any Parliament or Governm ent of this country. Yet Government members keep telling us
in this House and in another place, and sometimes through their friends in the newspapers,
that the conduct of public affairs in this State is no cause for alarm. If that is not fur-ther
evidence of misbehaviour and probable corruption, I do not know what is.

The longer the Labor Party and this Labor Government refuse to allow a proper inquiry into
the sort ofF antics reported in that article, the worse it will be. I have said many times in this
House that all members on the Government benches may not have known about these
matters at the beginining, and may have learned of them as a result of information from
Opposition members. However, having learned of them, they become accessories. It is
incumbent on the Minister for Police, the Attorney General, or the Minister for so-called
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform to begin some investigation into the accuracy or
otherwise of that article. If they are not prepared to do that, they should do what an
increasing number of people in this State believe they, and a corrupt Government, should do,
and that is resign.

HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan) [11.15 pm]: It seems I must correct
Hen Philip Pendal because once more he has not grasped the facts. The facts of the matter
in connection with the cheque and debate in another place involving the State Secretary of
the Australian Labor Party are not that Mr Smith denied that the cheque had reached the
Labor Party. I correct the statement made by Hon Phillip Pendal. The State Secretary
neither confirmed nor denied -

Hon P.O. Pendal: He will be grateful to you for your help.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Neither did anyone else confirm or deny that the donation had been
made. The proof of the pudding is in the party political donature disclosure legislation. The
Government introduces the legislation and the Opposition knocks it off. The Government
asks the Opposition to be responsible and the response from the Opposition is piffle.
Hon Philip Pendal commented on a person who previously in this House was found by the
Appeal Court to be innocent of the charges made against him. Hon Phillip Pendal would
have had him hanged when the matter was debated in an adjournment debate in this House.
The member has picked up a half-baked story from the Press which does not name the
business person involved, but provides a cheque number with a presumed connection with
the Australian Labor Party.

Hon P.G. Pendal: Do you categorical-ly deny this?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: A person can write anything he likes on a cheque butt and the
Taxation Office knows that very well. This information from an unknown businessman will
not stand up as evidence.

Hon Peter Foss: Are you saying that it definitely did not happen?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Hon Philip Pendal wants to castigate the State Secretary because he
had the sense to say that the comments were outrageous.

Hon Peter Foss: Are you saying it did not happen?

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Does the member know that it did?

Hon P.O. Pendal: Will you deny it?
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A Governiment member: How much did Musca give you lot?
Hon JOE-N HALDEN: It is not appropriate for Hon Phillip Pendal to impugn the characters
of Government Ministers, members of the Labor Party in this House and in another place,
and the Secretary of the State Labor Party. It is a disgrace. It has happened before and it
should not continue unchecked. The rules in this place should be investigated in an attempt
to stop this shabby treatment by an individual who quotes half-truths.

Hon P.O. Pendal: Tell us it did not happen.

I-on JOHN 1-ALDEN:, I ask the member to cell us that it did. The member cannot be sure
and it is unfortunate that the decorum of this House should be lowered by Hon Phillip
Pendal's continually behaving in this way. It must cease if this House and Hon Phillip
Pendal are to maintain respect in the community.

Adjournment Debate - Companies and Securities Legislation
HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [11.19 pm]: I cannot let the gloating by
H-on Robert Pike pass without comment. lHe is playing a very dangerous game. The
companies legislation in Australia is the laughing-stock of the world. The abuses that have
taken place in Australia over the past ten to 15 years, without adequate control, are excessive.

Hon R.G. Pike: Do you support the transfer of power?

Hon MARK NEVILL: I will make the speech. I understand that foreign investors are
getting nervous about investing in Australia because they can see that our companies
legislation is ineffective.

Hon R.G. Pike interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon MARK NEVILL: No; I am going back more than five years; 10 years, 15 years. The
cooperative scheme is not working, and the member knows it.
Hon R.G. Pike interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon MARK NEVILL: The member is complaining about the additional charges, We will
not get effective companies regulation in this country unless we pay for it. We are not
getting it at the moment and we will not get it unless we pay for it. I support an effective
national companies scheme.

Hon R.G. Pike interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I do not know what members think I will allow but if Hon Robert
Pike opens his mouth once more then the penalty that he will pay will not start tonight but
tomorrow. I warn him that if he continues to ignore the call that [ make to come to order he
will get the treatment that is meted out by other Presiding Officers in other places. The
behaviour in the House during the course of today indicates to me that members on the
Government side have not heeded the words of their leader, who has been on record time and
time again recently as saying how the behaviour in the Parliament needs to be redressed. I
expected more from Goverment members as a result of that. Members of the Opposition,
who in the past have indicated to me that they have a desire to conform to the standards and
decorum of this place, seem to have totally lost sight of that fact. I have been the Presiding
Officer here for 14 years. One of the things I have been proud of is that the behaviour of
members generally in this place has been as good as in any Parliament that I have been in,
but in recent times members on both sides of this House have degenerated into the worst lot
of debaters that I have ever seen. I will start to rake some action, so I warn Hon Robert Pike
again that if he wants to make a speech he should make it in the proper way, otherwise he
will finish up outside.

Hon MARK NE VILL: We need effective companies legislation. I do not know whether that
should be a national or a cooperative scheme but the two ingredients which are absolutely
essential are to have a national database and a policy input by the States through the
Ministerial Council. It does not particularly worry me what scheme we end up with so long
as it is effective. The sort of game which is being played by some Opposition members is
very irresponsible. It is quite probable that the new scheme is already beyond repair. [ know
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for a fact that if someone from the Corporate Affairs Department in Western Australia wants
to find out whether a company is incorporated in New South Wales, he has to write a letter to
New South Wales to get that information. That is a pretty sad state of affairs. We need to
have a national database if we are to make any impression on the abuses and excesses about
which we read in the Press every day. There is court case after court case in the daily
financial Press. There must be changes and improvements to that scheme. Hon Robert Pike
is ensuring, on the basis of State's rights, that we have ineffective companies legislation.
That is a very dangerous game, and while he feels quite smug about what he is doing the
country will pay the price in the long run if we do not get together constructively to try to
find something that is workable and effective.

Adjournment Debate - Australian Labor Party - Businessman's Donation

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [11.24 pm]: I find quite alarning the failure of
the Government to realise that when allegations are made they must be investigated. The
allegation referred to by Hon Phillip Pendal, which is made by a respectable journialist, is one
that requires investigation because it is an allegation of corruption. It is quite clear from the
story that the person involved has details which would be sufficient to identify a transaction
to a person prepared to inquire.

Hon Tom Stephens: Should not Mr Saxon go to the police if he has -

Hon PETER FOSS: The first thing he did was go to the Labor Party. H~e should have gone
to the police. It is a serious matter, but unfortunately I doubt that anything is being done by
this Government, especially when one considers the attitude of the Attorney General, who
has consistently -

Hon Kay Hallahan interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister in charge of the House is niot setting a very good
example when she embarks on the same sont of behaviour as the people behind her. She does
not have to like what is being said but she has to listen to it.

Hon PETER FOSS: The Govertnment forgets that there is a difference between it and the
Opposition. The Government's job is to administer the laws of this State, and to see that
they are enforced.

Hon T.G. Butler: What a disgrace you are.

Hon PETER FOSS: The member should listen. For too long members opposite have taken
the attitude that we must prove every single bit of the offence before they consider whether
to do anything about it. Members opposite have sat back in their seats and said, "Prove it;,
prove it; prove it."' All we or any member of the public need do is come to members
opposite with a serious allegation which requires investigation, and members opposite should
investigate it, but the attitude they have taken is that we must prove every single bit of it or
they will not do a thing. Members opposite are like the three monkeys; Hear no evil, see no
evil, speak no evil. They will not do a thing unless it is proved to them. An example of that
is the cheque that was shown in the other place. Members opposite were being very smug.
They neither confirmed nor denied it. They were not prepared to admit the corrupt way in
which they had received a donation by using their influence in the R & [ Bank. Members
opposite were so smug; we had to prove it before they would admit anything.

Members opposite are failing in their duty. If members opposite are given reasonable
accusations, they should investigate them. They are slack. This is a serious allegation, yet
all members opposite are saying is, "Prove it." Are members opposite not worried by the
allegation? Do they not feel that, if the matter is true, it ought to be investigated? Do they
not think that someone should ask this journalist whether we can speak to this man to see
what the accusations are based on? Members opposite should be saying, "We are horrified
by this suggestion. We do not believe it is correct." I would like to hear members opposite
deny it. I have not heard any denial. The reason members opposite have not denied it is they
do not want to be caught out later on by being told that they denied it when it is proved to be
true.

The problem with this Government is that it has been associating with the crooks in this
place, the crooks in business, the people who take the wonderful attitude that they can get
away with anything. That is immoral and wrong. The Government should be worried by
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this allegation. It should investigate it. I wonder why we have a Police Force or a
Government when the Government expects the Opposition to do all the investigating, to
prove everything beyond all doubt, before it will lift a little finger. I do not know why we
need members opposite if that is the way crime is to be investigated in this State. The
method of running this place, according to this Government, is to say, "Do not worry about
it. If we sit here quietly for long enough eventually the Opposition will do A the hard work,
do all the investigations, and provide the final proof. Eventually the people wil get all that is
necessary. The Opposition will hand it to us on a plate arid we will be able to do the
prosecution." Why bather to have a Government if the attitude is taken by it that it will not
do anything unless we prove it beyond reasonable doubt? We are not here to prove cases to
the Government. We are here to raise serious matters which the Government should
investigate. The Government does not seem to realise that its job is to protect the people of
Western Australia from things such as this.

Hon TOG. Butler interjected.

Hon PEThR FOSS: The allegations have to be investigated. It is the Government's job to
investigate allegations, not ours. When an allegation has the sufficient detail which this one
has it should be investigated by the Government.

Hon T.G. Butler: What is the detail? What is the allegation?

Hon PETER FOSS: We have the detail of the amount, the date, the purpose, the cheque
number. If Mr Stephen Smith cannot look through his records relating to that date and find a
cheque with that number, I would be very surprised. I do not believe him when he says what
he does. That is sufficient infotmnation. It the same sort of nonsense as, "We neither confirm
nor deny it." It is the smug sort of way members opposite behave. With that amount of
information Mr Smith could look, but he does not want to. He indulges in this wonderful
three monkeys trick. He says, "You have not told me enough." How often have we heard
that sont of nonsense from the Attorney General? Members opposite are like little puppies;
the only way to get them to understand is to rub their noses in the actual muck. That is the
only way to convince members opposite of what to do. I sincerely hope we wil have the
opportunity to take their heads and rub them in the muck, because they need that sort of
lesson. Members opposite should not need to be taught that way. they should be human
beings with the ability to understand what things are all about. They should take it upon
themselves and have some civic responsibility. They should tell the secretary of their party
to look in his records and see if he can find a cheque at around about that date. If members
cannot be bothered to tell him that, they are like the three monkeys; they do not want TO
know what is going on so they put their hands over their eyes and ears.
Hon P.G. PendaJ: And their hands in someone else's pockets.

HO N TOM HELM (Mining and Pastoral) [ 11.32 pmn]: This fellow is just a young pup; he
does not understand the Westminster system arnd what justice is about.

Hon P.G . Pendal: You are joking!

Hon TOM HELM: Let us investigate this aegation and see if the Labor Party can find a
cheque with that number and that amount. What would it prove? Somebody gave the Labor
Party $3 000. It might have a businessman's name on it. There might be a letter to say that
it was a donation to the Labor party's election campaign. The important thing is that.
although allegations should be investigated, we do not live in a police state. The police are
not directed by the Minister for Police o 'r by this House. The Commissioner of Police is
responsible to this House for the behaviour of the police. Members opposite should consider
what has happened in Eastern Europe. Eastern Europe has adopted the system proposed by
Hon Peter Foss for this State - a police state. In other words, the suggestion is that all
allegations should be investigated by members of Parliament.

Hon P.O. Pendal: No, that is not what was suggested.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon TOM HELM: Members can look at H-ansard tomorrow. The member mentioned
rubbing faces in the muck like one does with a puppy. This young pup opposite needs to
know the reason why the changes in Eastern Europe are taking place: Because the State can
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do exactly that. In Eastern Europe they do not legislate, they send the State police out. it is
1984 and all that. Has he not read his history?

Several members interjected.

Hon P.G. Pendal: Who is the bad man?

Several members interJected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon TOM HELM: Consider this incident! We had before us a Bill to look at donations to
political parties. We have had Bills to examine donations and pecuniary interests of all
members of Parliament. Who knocked those back? Who stopped those Bills from being
made into Acts of Parliament? Was it this side of the House? Was it Stephen Smith?

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon P.G. Pendal: This is already against the Criminal Code.

Hon TOM HELM: The job of the police, not of members of Parliament, not of the
Goverrnent -

Hon Tom Stephens: Mr Pendal is offending the police.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon TOM HELM: The Government is the Executive and the commissioner is responsible to
this Executive and, through the Executive, to this Parliament. If the reverse were true and
the Executive were able to direct the commissioner to investigate all these allegations, every
allegation would be investigated. It has been suggested tonight that some journalists may be
in favour of or lean towards the Labor Party.

Several members interjected.

Hon TOM HELM: Let us say those journalists decided to put an article in the newspaper
rather than take the evidence to the police. If we followed Peter Foss's argument, that would
give a good excuse for any political party of any persuasion to decide to investigate every
issue. There would be no debate in this place about Bills, about the future or about what
direction our State should take.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon TOM HELM: We would have a complete investigation of everything the Government
decided to investigate. The Bill we presented to prevent that from happening has been
knocked back. Hon Peter Foss should know that the Commuissioner of Police is a completely
independent person and answerable to this House for his actions; not the other way around.
God forbid that day should ever come! Hon Peter Foss should also know - as a member of
Parliament and as a solicitor, someone who has been called to the Bar to defend the rights of
people in this State - chat a person is innocent until proved guilty. If the member is saying
that the Labor Party as a group or Stephen Smith as an individual is guilty of taking a bribe
he should be able to present us with more allegations than a newspaper article. He should be
able to tell us the name of the person making that allegation other than the journalist, who is
going only on hearsay. I do not understand the law, but I understand the system we live
under. It allows a person to be considered innocent until he is proved guilty.

Personal Explanation - By Hon Peter Foss - Guilty Person Misrepresentation

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [11.36 pm] - by leave: I do not want to be
misrepresented. I did not say the person was guilty; I said the matter should be investigated.

Hon P.O. Pendal: Quite correct.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned a: 11.37 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ABORIGINES - SOUTHERN ABORIGINAL CORPORATION
Minister for Education Support

1i. Hon M.S. MONTGOMERY to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister
for Education:

(1) Have any of the departments, agencies or instrumentalities for which the
Minister is responsible provided -

(a) any moneys;

(b) any staff; or

(c) any other form of support to the Southern Aborigial Corporation?

(2) If yes, how much and for what specific purpose?

(3) If no, has the Minister at any time been involved in discussions with the
Commonwealth in relation to the fuinctions and funding of the corporation?

(4) Does the State have any responsibility for monitoring the performance of the
corporation or accounting for its expenditure?

IHon KAY 1-ALLAJIAN replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No.
(4) The State exercises no responsibility through its education instrumentalities.

PORT KENNEDY PROJECT - COMPLETION DATE
36. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Deputy Premier:

(1) Does the ERMP relating to the Port Kennedy development project stipulate a
date by which the project shall be completed and, if so, what is that date?

(2) Have the parties to the Port Kennedy project agreement agreed to vary the
completion date and, if so, will the Minister provide details of such variation?

(3) What is the current completion date for the project?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(1) The ERMP states that stage 1 will be constructed over a two year period with
completion in 1991.

(2) No.

(3) No current completion date has been set.

PORT KENNEDY PROWECT - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY
APPROVAL

38. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for
Environment:

Has the Environmental Protection Authority granted approval to the Port
Kennedy development project and, if so, when was this approval given and
what were the conditions attached to such approval?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) reported on this proposal in
EPA Bulletin 398 dated September 1989.
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PORT KENNEDY PROJECT - AGREEMENT
39. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Deputy Premier:

(1) Has the Minister executed an agreement known as the Port Kennedy Project
Agreement or other agreement for the Port Kennedy area and, if so, when was
the document executed and who were the other signatories to the agreement?

(2) When does the agreement take effect?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(2) Not to my knowledge.

(2) Not applicable.

ROTHWELLS LTD - STATE SUPERANNUATION BOARD
$SO million Deposit - Initiator

56. Hon P.C. PENDAL to the Leader of the House representing the Deputy Premier:
With reference to the $50 million deposit into Rothwells by the State
Superannuation Board in January/February of [988 -

(1) Who among the board members - that is, W. Roiston, M.C. Kingsmill,
K. Edwards and M. Helm - initiated the deposit with Rothwells?

(2) If the deposit was initiated by a non-board member, can the Treasurer
say which officer at the board initiated the deposit and whether this
was at the behest of a board member?

Hon J.M. BERJNSON replied:

The Deputy Premier has provided the following reply -

I refer the member to the answer given to question 639 in the Legislative
Council on Tuesday, 24 October 1989.

LAND - PAVICI-, MR L.
Carnarvon Property - Adjacent Land Application

67. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Has an application been received from a Mr L. Pavich of McGlade Road,
Carnarvon for some land adjacent to his property?

(2) If so, have negotiations with various Government Departments to make this
land available been completed?

(3) If yes, when will the opportunity become available for the completion of the
sale of this land to a successful applicant?

Hon KAY HALLAH4AN rep lied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) The land will be advertised for release to adjoining or nearby holders in
approximately four to five weeks.

HOMESWEST - MEMBER FOR BUN2BURY
Withers Office Usage

76. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Does Mr P. Smith MIA, the member for Bunbury, run a clinic from the

Homeswest Office at 91 Hudson Road, Withers each Friday?
(2) If so, is a charge levied for the use of this office?

(3) Are Homeswest offices anywhere else in the State used by members of
Parliament to run electorate clinics?
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Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(1) Homeswest does not have an office at 91 Hudson Road, Withers, but has
allocated this unit to a tenants' group to use as a meeting place and
information centre.

(2) No.

(3) No.

FUEL - JOINT GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY TASK FORCE
Petrol Prices and Fuel Supply Recommendations

lO0, Hon GEORGE CASK to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the joint Government/industry task force established
by State Cabinet in 1988 into petrol prices and fuel supplies?

(2) What were the five recommendations proposed by the task force?

(3) Does the Government support the recommendations and if so, when will it
legislate to enforce the recommendations?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The task force produced a draft report for consideration by members
containing some recommendations. Submissions made in respect of that draft
report have resulted in changes being made in the finial report, the content of
which is currently being evaluated.

(3) Not applicable.

SOUTH WEST REGION PLANNING COMMITTEE - RURAL STRATEGY
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Country Planning Committee Membership

112. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Who comprises the membership of -

(a) the South West Region Planning Committee;

(b) the Rural Strategy Advisory Committee;, and

(c) the Country Planning Council?

(2) How are these people appointed?

(3) What is the role/function of each of these committees?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) (a) South West Region Planning Committee membership comprises -

The associate member of the State Planning Commission for the south
west region (chairman);
a representative of each of those local government authorities
(member councils) specified as constituting the south west region in
the first schedule to the State Planning Act; and

any other person (or their nominee) appointed by the Chairman of the
State Planning Commission to be a member of the committee. The
committee presently includes a representative from the South West
Development Authority.

(b) Rural Strategy Advisory Committee membership comprises -

Country coordinator, planning services division, Department of
Planning and Urban Development (Chairman);
Representatives from -
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Department of Agricultur
Department of Conservation and Land Management
Bush Fires Board
Water Authority of Western Australia
Environmental Protection Authority
State Planning Conunission member

(c) Country Planning Council membership comprises -

Councillor R.W. Maslen (Chairman);
Mr P. Wilhnon, Chairman (Acting), State Planning Comnmission;
Dr M. Mulcahy;

Representatives from -

Department of Agriculture
Department of Land Administration
Department of Conservation and Land Management
Water Authority of Western Australia
Environmental Protection Authority
Department of Regional Development
Department of Mines
Department of Resources Development

The council's membership is augmented by Associate Commissioners
of the State Planning Commission from time to time.

(2) Members of the above conumittees are appointed by the State Planning
Commission under section 19 of the State Planning Commission Act 1985.
The Country Planning Council is more particularly convened under section 22
of this Act.

(3) (a) The role of the South West Region Planning Committee is -

to assist and advise the State Planning Commission on regional
planning matters; investigate, report and formulate recommendations
in respect of matters affecting or likely to affect the south west region
with particular regard to the matters referred to it by the commission;

to exercise such functions of the State Planning Commission as the
commission may delegate to it under the provisions of section 20 of
the Act;

to act as a forum for representatives of member councils and their
technical officers to discuss planning matters of mutual interest, which
may not necessarily have any special relationship to the State Planning
Commission.

(b) The role of the Rural Strategy Advisory Committee is -

to advise the State Planning Commission on the technical aspects of
rural planning strategies and related matters;

to assess and provide guidance to local authorities in the preparation of
rural planning strategies.

(c) The functions of the Country Planning Council are -

to make recommendations to the commuission on appropriate policies
and procedures for land use planning and land development in country
areas;

to advise the commission on any aspect of land use planning or land
development in country areas which has significance for any region
referred to in schedule 1 of the State Planning Commission Act;

to undertake, or cause to be undertaken, and to encourage resarch
into, and studies of, land use planning and l-and development in
country areas.
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SCHOOLS - CARSON STREET SPECIAL SCHOOL
Building Alterations

118. Hon PCI. PENT)AI to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for
Education:

I refer to the Carson Street Special School in East Victoria Park and ask -

(1) What building alterations are planned for the school?

(2) When will the work on these alterations commence?

Hon KAY 1-ALLAI-AN replied:

The Minister for Education has provided dhe following reply -

The improvements at Carson Street School have commenced. The
work includes -

(a) Installation of a flushing rim - waste drain - into the floor of the
junior toilet/shower block.

(b) Extension of the senior toilet/shower block into an adjacent
storeroom. Special facilities to be provided are a flushing rim,
disabled toilet and slop hopper.
The contractor is awaiting construction of the flushing rims -

estimated completion date 17 May - and should be able to
recommence work on 18 May 1990.

HOSPI'TALS - PRINCESS MARGARET HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN
Nursing Staff Levels

120. Hon P.G. PENDAL to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for
Health:

I refer to Princess Margaret Hospital and ask -

(1) What were the ratios of trained nursing staff to patients during each of
the years from 1982 to 1989?

(2) Was a report on hospital staffing prepared in 1983?
(3) If so, were the recommnendations of this report released to the public?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Have any inquiries into the adequacy or inadequacy of nursing staff
levels at the hospital been conducted since 1983?

(6) If so, what recommnendations resulted from the inquiry/inquiries?

Hon KAY 1-ALLAHAN replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Ratio trained nurses (not students) to patients -

Year RNs ENs Total Daily Ave Ratio Students
Occupancy /Other*

Beds

1982 178.4 65 243.4 163.42 1.49 308.7
1983 214.0 66 280 170.35 1.64 246.7
1984 217 88.4 305.4 174.83 1.75 153.0
1985 252.1 81.3 333.4 171.67 1.94 142.7
1986 271.58 93.86 365.44 162.33 2.25 100
1987 306.92 108.60 415.52 170.23 2.44 81
1988 314.51 100.30 414.81 166.67 2.49 40
1989 339.43 102.80 442.23 176.95 2.50
* Student nurses not included in the ratio of trained staff to patients.

1989 students training ceased at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children.
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Ratio - trained nurses - including nurses in administration, outpatients, theatre
and other departments divided by daily average bed occupancy.

(2) Yes.

(3) No.

(4) The report represented an internal operational document which was not
intended for general release.

(5) No special inquiry has been conducted. However, nursing staff levels at
Princess Margaret Hospital are continually monitored by hospital
management. Apart from internal hospital reviews the nursing staff
establishment was adjusted in 1987 due to the transfer of nurse education to
the tertiary sector.

(6) Not applicable.

STATE PRINTING WORKS - HISTORICAL PHO0TOGRAPHS
124. Hon P.G. PENDAL to the Minister for Heritage:

I refer to past records of the old State printing works and ask -

(1) At present, where are the historical photographs of the printing works
which include shots of the building in its original bush environment?

(2) What is the current location of the historical copies of every piece of
printing work carried out since the printery opened?

(3) If the records referred to in parts (1) and (2) are not yet in the Bartye
Library, will the Minister undertake to see that these valuable records
are placed in the library as soon as possible?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(1) The entire photographic collection of the printery was progressively

transferred to the Bantyc Library some eight to 10 years ago. Specific
research would be required to determine whether particular photographs were
contained in the collection.

(2) The Barye Library has copies of all publications of the printing works lodged
in accordance with the legal deposit requirements. There are also copies of
minor items such as forms, for which the practice was to retain samples every
five years.

(3) Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - CARSON STREET SPECIAL SCHOOL
Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy Services

126. Hon P.G. PENDAL to the Minister for Planning representing the NMinister for
Health:

I refer to the multi-handicapped children attending the Carson Street Special
School and ask -
(1) How often are physiotherapy and occupational therapy services

available to the children at the school?
(2) Would some, if not all, of these handicapped students benefit from

regular availability of both types of therapy at the school?
(3) How do therapy services, provided to the Carson Street School

students, compare to those provided for students at the -

(a) Sir David Brand Centre;

(b) Buckland Hill School; and

(c) Castlereagh School?

(4) If differences in therapy services do exist between Carson Street and
the other schools listed above, what is the explanation for these
differences?
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Hon KAY HALLA-AN replied:.

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Physiotherapy and occupational therapy services are provided for half
a day per week. At times input may be one day per week depending
on need.

(2) Yes.

(3) (a) Therapy services at Sir David Brand School are provided on a
higher student/therapist ratio by therapists who axe located at
the Sir David Brand Centre and are employed by the Spastic
Welfare Association.

(b) Therapy services to Buckland Hill are provided on a higher
student/therapist ratio by therapists who are located at the
Rocky Bay Village and are employed by the Crippled
Children's Society.

(c) Therapy services to Castlereagh School are provided on a
higher student/th 'erapist ratio by therapists who are located at
the Castlereagh School and are employed by the Health
Department of WA.

(4) Therapists serving Carson Street Support School are employed by the
Authority for Intellectually Handicapped Persons. They also provide
services to Kenwick and South Kensington Schools, education support
units and mainstream schools, in addition to providing support to
families.

Students attending the Sir David Brand Centre, Buckland Hill1 and
Castlereagh School have a higher level of physical impairment.

RETIREMENT VILLAGES - RESIDENT FUNDED
Management Legislation

129. Hon P.O. PENDAL to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

(1) Is legislation planned this year to govern the affairs of resident-funded
retirement villages?

(2) If so, when?

(3) When will a draft be available?

Hon. GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Spring session.

(3) Depends upon the time taken to conclude drafting of the Bill.

RAILWAY DISCONTINUANCE BILL - DONNYBROOK-KOJONUP RAILWAY
New Legislation

130. Hon W.N. STRETCH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) is the Minister intending to introduce a railway discontinuance Bill, including
the Donnybrook-Kojonup railway, daring this session of Parliament?

(2) If not, will such a Bill be introduced during the next session of Parliament or
as soon as possible thereafter?

(3) If not, will the Minister explain to the Parliament why such a Bill will nor be
introduced?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -
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(1) No.
(2) Yes.

(3) Not applicable,

WA INC - ATTORLNEY GENERAL
Locus Standi

131. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Attorney General:

The Attorney General will be aware of the locus standi rule in respect to the
standing of a party to a legal action. The Attorney General will be further
aware of the desire of certain citizens of Western Australia to sue him and
others to recover funds lost as a result of his and others' alleged culpability in
WA Inc.
Will he, as Attorney General, exercise his discretion and grant standing to
such parties who wish to take legal action against Messrs Dowding, Parker,
Grill and himself to recover portion of the losses of WA Inc?

Hon J.M. BERtNSON replied:

Any request for the Attorney General's fiat -

(I) should be submitted with relevant details;, and

(ii) will be responded to on its individual merits and after senior Crown
Law advice.

PORTS AND HARBOUIRS - FULL-TIE HARBOUR MASTERS
Marine Surveying Work

146. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that some full-time harbour masters and their assistants
in Geraldton, Bunbury, Esperance and Albany are taking on marine surveying
work?

(2) Is this permitted uinder the terms of their employment as public service
officers?

(3) If yes to (2), is such work undertaken only on a subcontract basis?
(4) Will the Minister ensure that there is no conflict of interest if the full-time

harbour masters are employed to the detriment of the locally qualified marine
surveyors when they are available?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Marine survey work is undertaken by the Department of Marine and
Harbours, utilising the services of departmental harbour masters.

(2) Yes.

(3) Yes.

(4) Yes. No conflict of interest. The surveys referred to are carried out at
locations where suitably qualified local surveyors are not available on
an ongoing basis.

RAILWAYS - ELECTRIFIED SERVICE
Regenerative Braking - Energy Saving

148. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Can the Minister advise the economic value of the electrical energy which
could be saved in regenerative braking if it was incorporated into the
electrification of the metropolitan rail system?

(2) Can the Minister further advise -
AM6S I1-I
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(a) the amount of energy in kilowatts/hours that regenerative braking
would save in one year and over the life of the rail fleet for which
contracts have been let for the electrification of the metropolitan rail
system;

(b) the number of additional tonnies of the greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide,
which will be discharged into the atmosphere, as a result of not
incorporating regenerative braking on the suburban rail fleet;

(c) the additional capital cost required to incorporate regenerative braking;
and

(d) the pay back period or effective rate of return for the additional
investment required to incorporate regenerative braking?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) The use of regenerative braking was considered when the railcars were
being designed, but it was found that the costs would significantly
outweigh the potential economic benefits of such a system on the
relatively small Perth suburban rail network because of the complex
recovery equipment and control system required.

(2) As the technical and operational requirements are unresolved, there is
uncertainty in providing quantitative information; however, the order
of magnitude is as follows -

(a) Approximately 3 300 megawatt hours per annum or 99 000
megawatt hours over the 30 year life of the railcars.

(b) Approximately 3 200 tonnes of carbon dioxide per annum.

(c) Approximately $4.1 million.

(d) Negative rate of return.

LOTTERIES COMMISSION - LOTTERY TICKET PRINTING
149. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for Racing

and Gaming:

(1) Where does the Lotteries Commission have its lottery tickets printed?

(2) Will the Minister advise the reasons for not having Western Australian
Lotteries Commission lottery tickets printed in Western Australia?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Racing and Gaming has provided the following response -

(1) (a) Charity tickets are printed in Western Australia.

(b) Instant lottery tickets are printed in the Eastern States.

(2) There is nor currently a printer in Western Australia that can produce
high security computer generated instant lottery tickets.

PORTS AND HARBOURS -PORT AUTHORITIES
Commercial Acriviries -Cabinet Approval

150. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Did Cabinet on 12 September 1988 approve of various port authorities
participating in various commercial arrangements as outlined in the Cabinet
submission from the Minister for Transport and Planning dated 29 August
1988?

(2) If yes, what conditions, if any, were attached to the approval given in the
Cabinet decision?

(3) In view of the Premier's recent announcements and statements in which it was
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advised chat the Government would no longer participate in comnmercial
activities, does the Cabinet decision of 12 September 1988 remain effective
and is it intended to allow port authorities to enter into commercial activities?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Cabinet did not approve the port authorities participating in
commercial arrangements but approved the drafting of amendments to
port authority legislation to broaden the cornmtercial powers of the port
authorities. These powers cover a wide range of items such as the
charging of interest on overdue accounts, greater autonomy for port
authorities on the leasing of port land, as well as the ability to enter
into commercial arrangements such as joint ventures.

(2) Conditions were attached to the approval given by Cabinet in order to
ensure that the activities of port authorities under the amended
legislation would be confined to traditional areas of port authority
responsibility and to ensure appropriate ministerial oversight of their
activities.

(3) The proposed amendments to port authority legislation should be
viewed in the context of a long standing policy in this State of
providing appropriate commercial orien itation to the State's port
authorities. If Western Australian ports are to operate efficiently and
participate effectively in the process of waterfront reform, they require
legislation which provides them with appropriate powers. Cabinet will
review the draft legislation when it has been prepared to ensure that it
is consistent with the Government's current policy on both waterfront
reform and Government relationships with the private Sector.

GOVERNMNT BORROWING - NET PUTBLIC SECTOR BORROWING
REQUIREMENT

Gross State Product Percentage
152. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Treasurer:

What was Western Australia's net public sector borrowing requirement as a
proportion of gross State product as at 30 June, for te years ended 1980 to
1989 inclusive?

Hon J.M. BERIhYSON replied:

The Treasurer has provided the following reply -

Year Ended Net Public Sector
30 June Borrowing Requirement

as a % of Gross
State Product

1980 Not applicable
1981 2.3
1982 2.2
1983 4.0
1984 3.6
1985 1.8
1986 1.9
1987 1.8
1988 0.9
1989 2.0

GOVERNMENT DEBT -GROSS STATE PRODUCT PERCENTAGE

153. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Treasurer:
What was Western Australia's gross debt and net debt levels as a proportion
of gross State product as at 30 June for the years ended 1980 to 1989
inclusive?
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Hon J.M. BERIINSON replied:
The Treasurer has provided the following reply -

Year Loan Liability at
30 June as % of

GSP (A)
1980 Not applicable
1981 22.8
1982 23.1
1983 24.6
1984 27.0
1985 27.8
1986 28.9
1987 29.1
1988 28.5
1989 26.4

(A) Outstanding loans of the State Government and its statutory
authorities, less sinking fund balances for these loans.

Net debt figures cannot be supplied as data on the Financial assets held by the
whole of the Western Australian State Government - including authorities -

for the period covered by the above table are not readily available.

GOVERNMENT DEBT - CROSS STATE PRODUCT PERCENTAGE
154. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

What was the percentage of State debt as a proportion of Western Australia's
gross State product as at 30 June in each of the years - 1980 to 1989?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

I refer the member to the answer to question 153.
STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - BELL GROUP SHARES

National Companies and Securities Commission Inquiry - Shredding Correspondence
Allegations

155. Hon PETER FOSS to the Attorney General:

(1) [Have you or the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs ever received
correspondence alleging that the SGIC was shredding correspondence which
was relevant to the NCSC enquiry into the acquisition by 5GIC of shares in
Bell?

(2) If so, what measures did you or he take to ascertain whether there was any
truth in those allegations and what results did you obtain?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(1) I have no recollection or record of any such correspondence and the current
conumissioner has advised me to the same effect.

(2) Not applicable.
ROTHWELLS LTD - CONNELL, MR LAURIE

Personal Assets Commitment
156. Hon PETER FOSS to the Attorney General:

(1) Is the Attorney aware personally or by report that Mr Laurie Connell
undertook to place his and his wife's personal wealth behind the rescue of
Rothwells?

(2) Was the Crown Law Department asked to take any measures to ensure that
this undertaking was carried out?

(3) If the undertaking is enforceable, has the Government taken any action to
enforce it?
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(4) If the undertaking is not enforceable, why were legal precautions not taken to
ensure that it was enforceable?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2)-(4)
Matters relating to the undertaking fall within the terms of reference of the
Rothwells special investigation.

LEGAL ADVICE - BURKE, DOWDING, LAWRENCE GOVERNMENTS
Tabling

158. Hart PETER FOSS to the Attorney General:

(1) Has he ever tabled in the House advice that has been given to the Burke,
Dowding or Lawrence Governments by the Solicitor General or officers of the
Crown Law Department?

(2) Have those Governments ever tabled any other such legal advice in either
House?

(3) If so, in respect of each occasion referred to int answers to parts (1) and (2)
above -

(a) when and by whom was such advice tabled;

(b) by whom was it given;

(c) what was the general subject of that advice; and

(d) what was the reason for the Attorney General or any other member of
the Government departing in that instance from its professed
longstanding policy of not cabling legal advice given to the
Government?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(1 )-(2)
Yes, on extremely rare occasions.

(3) Records of tabling are not maintained, so the details requested are not
available. However, the general policy that legal advice is not tabled is of
very long standing and has been followed by past Governments of all political
persuasions. It is based soundly in common sense having regard to the role of
legal advisers. The policy in this State is consistent with the position in the
UK Parliament and all other Australian Parliaments.

There have been occasions where a Minister has decided that the particular
circwmstances of a case justify a relaxation of the privilege normally attaching
to legal advice. That depends upon the judgment of the Minister on the
balance of a number of competing considerations. It is necessarily an
extremely rare occurrence. In this respect,. a]lso, the Government since 1983
has continued a long standing practice.

TOTAUISATOR AGENCY BOARD - MEEKATHARR-A RACE CLUB
Monthly Distribution Reduction

159. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for Racing
and Gamidng:

What is the reason for the monthly TAB distribution amount to the
Meekatharra Race Club being reduced from approximately $1 600 to
approximately $1 030?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Racing and Gaming has provided the following response -

There has been no reduction in the monthly TAB payment to the Meekatharra
Race Club. The April payment was reduced to take into account an
overpayment for the previous month.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT - RADIOMETRIC ANOMALY TESTS
Mt Cotton, East Pitbara

[64. Hon P.M. LOCKYER to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for
Health:

(1) Did an employee or consultant of the Health Department take tests into a
radiomietric anomaly at an area known as Mt Cotton or Pangurr in the east
Pilbara?

(2) If so, when was this test carried out?
(3) Was the test carried out with the knowledge of the mining company CRA?

(4) If not, why not?
Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(I) No. That specific area was not surveyed, but the area where the
Aboriginal community is living was surveyed.

(2) The test of the settlement was done in July 1988.

(3) Yes. CRA was aware of the test which the Health Department
conducted.

(4) Not applicable.
SCHOOLS - TAMBREY PRIMARY SCHOOL, KARRATHA

Capital Cost
167. Hon N.E. MOORE to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) What was the total capital cost of the Tambrey Primary School at Karratha?

(2) What capital contribution was made by
(a) the State Government;

(b) Woodside Petroleum; and

(c) other sources?
Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The estimated total cost of Tambrey Primary School in Karratha is
$5 445 000. As at 31 March 1990 the actual expenditure was
$5 382 137.

(2) Capital contribution was made by -

(a) The State Government $2 484 000
(b) Woodside Petroleum
(c) The Federal Government -

State Grams (School Assistance)
1989 Act $2961000

Total $5445000
HEALTH DEPARTMENT - "THE YOUNG AND THE RESTLESS' CHANNEL 9

PROGRAM
Sponsorship

169. Hon MARGARET McALEER to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister
for Health:

(1) Is it correct that the Western Australian Department of Health is sponsoring a
soap opera called "The Young and the Restless" on Channel 9?

(2) For what period of time has the Government contracted to sponsor the
program?
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(3) What does it cost?

(4) Has the Department of Health sponsored any other "popular" programs?
(5) Does it intend to sponsor other such programs?
Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The Health Department has advertised during this program as part of
its education program on use of minor tranquillisers. This is
sometimes described as "sponsorship' of a program.

(2) 14 - 18SMay and 2I - 25May.

(3) $5 600.
(4) Yes, as a part of educational advertising on issues such as

iimnunisation, alcohol abuse, smoking, and nutrition.

(5) Yes, as in (4) above.

PARKING - PRIVATE CAR PARK, CITY OF PERTH
Business Hours Restrictions

170. Hon D.J. WORDSWORTH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that a company providing private parking in the City of
Perth is not permitted to open its parking facilities for the same hours of
business as do the city council car parks?

(2) What action is the Minister taking to ensure that private enterprise is not
disadvantaged by the city council who are able to advantage their own assets
by their administration of the City of Perth Parking Facilities Act?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Yes.

(2) The City of Perth Parking Facilities Act requires the approval of the
Minister for Transport for the conditions of operation of both Perth
City Council and privately-operated public car parks. All applications
for car park licences are reviewed by the Department of Transport.

POLICE OFFICERS - RESIGNATIONS
Appointments

171. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for Police:

(1) How many police officers have resigned from the WA Police Force since
1 July 1989?

(2) How many new police officers have joined the WA Police Force since 1 July
1989?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

(1) The period 1 July 1989 to 17 May 1990 - 77. Does not include deaths,
dismissals, retirements, medically unfit or recruits who failed to complete the
training course.

(2) 314.

AIRPORTS - BROOME AIRPORT
Sale

172. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for
Local Government:

When will the Minister meet the Broome Shire Council with a view to
discussing the sale of the Broome airport?
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Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following response -

It is advised that a meeting has already been held between the Minister for
Local Government and a spokesperson for the Broome Shire Council on
issues to do with the Broome airport.

WATER AUTHORITrY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - SANDSTONE OPENING
Members of Pariament - Invitations

173. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for Water
Resources:

(I) Which members of Parliament, who represent Sandstone in either the
Legislative Assembly or the Legislative Council, were invited to a recent
opening of a new development by the Water Authority of Western Australia at
Sandstone?

(2) Did any of these members travel in the aircraft with the Minister?

(3) If so, whom?

(4) Why were the other members not afforded the courtesy of an invitation?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -

(1) The following members of Parliament were invited to the opening at
Sandstone -

Mr Kevin Leahy, MLA
Hon Tom Stephens, MLC
Hon Normnan. Moore, MLC
Hon Philip Lockyer. MLC
Hon Mark Nevill, MLC
Hon Tom Helm, MLC

(2) Yes.

(3) Mr Kevin Leahy, MLA.

(4) Other members declined opening invitation.
LONGYEAR, MR GEORGE - WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

DERBY
Work Status Change

174. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for Water
Resources:

(1) Has Mr George Longyear from the WAWA in Derby commuitted any
misdemeanour to bring about his change in work status?

(2) If so, what is the nature of this misdemeanour?

(3) Has the matter been discussed with Mr Longyear?

(4) Has a reason for the change in job status been discussed with Mr Longyear?

(5) [f(nor, why not?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Yes, the change of work status has.

(4) Yes.

(5) Not applicable.
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AIRPORTS - BROOME AIRPORT
Councillor Kim Male - Petition Request

175. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for North-
West:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
Hon

Did Councillor Kim Male from the Broome Shire Council request the
Minister to present to Parliament a petition on behalf of Broome residents
concerning the Broome Airport?

If so, when did this request take place?

Has the petition been presented to Parliament?

If not, why not?

GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for North-West has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.

(2) 8 May 1990.
(3) No.

(4) Petition is being examined to ensure compliance with relevant
Standing Orders of the House of Legislative Assembly before
presentation.

MIDLAND SALEYARD - SALE
Future

176. Hon W.N. STRETCH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Has the Government been paid in full for the sale of the Midland Abattoirs
and Saleyard site, and what was the finial sale price?

(2) Has any action been taken by:
(a) the Government:
(b) any other organisation; or

(c) any individual

to ensure that the Midland Saleyard remains available for the selling of
livestock?

(3) Has the Government yet purchased or reserved a site for a new metropolitan
saleyard to replace the Midland complex?

(4) Has the Midland Salcyard site:

(a) been offered back to the Government for the use of the livestock
industry;

(b) been offered for sale at any* stage prior to the Government's being
fully paid for the saleyards?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Agriculture has provided the following reply -

(1) See replies to parliamentary questions 288 and 325 of 1989.
(2) (a) See reply to parliamentary question 458 of 1990.

(b) The Pastoralists and Graziers Association is understood to have
lodged a caveat on the title.

(c) Not known.

(3)
(4)

No.

(a)

(b)

Only for lease.

Not applicable.
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GREAT SOUTHERN HOUSING COLLECTIVE - GRANT
Local Government and Community Rousing Program Grant

177. Hon MURIEL PATT'ERSON to the Leader of the House representing the Minister
for Housing:

Further to question 80 of 1990 -

(1) Will the Government have this grant returned?

(2) Who will benefit/receive the profits of this sale?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The Minister for Housing has provided the following reply -

Should a decision be taken at some further date to sell lot 611
Scotsdale and Howe Road, Denmark, income derived from the sale
would be returned to the local government and community housing
program.

MINERAL SANDS - BHP-UTAH PROJECT
Separate State Agreement

179. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Resources:

(1) Will the proposed BHP/Utah mineral sands project be the subject of a separate
State agreement?

(2) Does the Government favour rail or road transport as the best option to
transport the mineral sands from the mine site to the Port of Bunbury?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:
(1) The question of a State agreement is being examined.

(2) The Government has not yet finalised its position as between the rail and road
alternatives.

COACHES - PASSENGER COACH SERVICES
Perth-Geraldron

180. Hon P.G. PENDAL to the Minister for Police representing the M~inister for
Transport:

I refer to regular passenger coach services between Perth and Geraldion and
ask -

(1) How many different coach companies provide a regular service from
Perth to Geraldton and return?

(2) How many trips per week does each of these companies make?

(3) Is the Minister aware of complaints from tourism industry people in
Geraldton that the current number of passenger coach trips is
inadequate to cater for the demand?

(4) Is it correct that, at present, if a Westrail coach is fully booked for a
Perth/Geraldton (or return) trip, Westrail fails to provide an extra
coach to take the overload of would-be passengers on that particular
trip?

(5) If so. why is an extra coach not provided, given that the success of
regional tourism depends greatly on easily available transport to the
area?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Westrail is the only operator licensed to pick up and set down
intrastate passengers travelling on any sector between, and including,
Perth and Geraldton.
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(2) Ex Perth Ex Geraldton
Via coastal route 8 8
Via inland route 4 4

(3) Yes.

(4)-(5)
No. Westrail provides additional coaches, either from its own fleet or
by using subcontract coach operators, where there are sufficient
passengers to warrant such additional vehicle(s). From 1 June 1990,
licensing restrictions will be removed to allow any operator to
compete with Westrail on the Perth-Geraldton coastal route, subject to
any such services operating outside a two hour band either side of
Westrail 's current scheduled departures from Perth and Geraidton.

TAXI SERVICES - KtJNUNURRA
Inadequate Airport Service

181. Hon P.G. PENDAL to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is the Minister aware that local tourism bodies in Kununurra are concerned

that tourism in the town is being adversely affected by the lack of taxi services
available at the airport and that the alleged reason for the inadequate service is
that the Department of Transport is refusing to allow some licensed taxi
drivens to operate?

(2) Will the Minister undertake to look into the situation to see how current
problems can be overcome so that an adequate taxi service is reinstated?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

(1)-(2)
The Department of Transport has encouraged licensed taxi operators to
service the airport and will consider issuing additional licences to applicants
prepared to provide that service. In addition, an airport shuttle bus currently
meets every incoming flight.

MOTOR VEHICLES - LICENCES
Renewals Processing Delays

182. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police:
(1) What is the average time taken to process and return a motor vehicle licence

renewal when payment is made by mail?

(2) How long does the motor vehicle licensing section hold cheques for payment
received by mail for motor vehicle licences for the renewal of motor vehicle
licences before such cheques are banked?

(3) Is the Minister aware that the current delays in processing payments for motor
vehicle licence renewals may cause the third party cover on motor vehicles to
lapse, placing the owner of the vehicle in an invidious situation should the
vehicle be involved in an accident after the licence has expired?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:
(1) Three days.
(2) Normally two days.
(3) The Motor Vehicle Insurance Trust will honour third patty insurance coverage

where the licence has expired due to processing delays.
TAXI SERVICES - DEREGULATION

Taxi Control Board Opposition
183. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the majority of the members of the Taxi Control
Board do not support deregulation of the taxi industry?
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(2) Is the Department of Transport or the Taxi Control Board involved in any
discussions which would cause the taxi industry in Western Australia to be
deregulated or partially deregulated?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Yes.

(2) No.

TAXI SERVICES - DEREGULATION
184. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Will the Minister categorically deny that the Government intends to
deregulate the taxi industry in Western Australia?

(2) Is the Minister aware chat the majority of owner operators of taxis are opposed
to the deregulation of the taxi industry?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Yes. The Government has already stated its policy in this regard in the
Press.

(2) I appreciate that a number of owner/operators would be opposed to
deregulation of the taxi industry; however, I amn not aware of specific
numbers.

NOISE CONTROL - ALUMINIUM EXTRUSION SAWING
Research Project

186. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

Further to question 61 of Wednesday, 9 May 1990, which industry bodies are
to be consulted and when will they be consulted on this issue which is of great
importance to industry?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

The following industry bodies are being consulted. Letters seeking their input
were sent on 23 May.

WA Road Transport Association
WA Farmers Federation
Pastoralists and CGraziers Association
Country Shire Councils Association
Livestock Transporters Association of WA
Railway Officers Union
Australian Railways Union
West Australian Locomotive Engine Drivers, Firemen's and Cleaners
Union
Royal Automobile Club
Transport Workers Union
Western Australian Owner Drivers Association
Main Roads Department
Westrail
South West Development Authority
Great Southern Development Authority
Goldfields-Esperance Development Authority
Geraidron Mid-West Development Authority
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MOTOR VEHICLES - DRIVERS' LICENCES
Examinations Delay - Subiaco Police Station

187. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the current delays being experienced by persons
wishing to take motor vehicle driver's licence examinations at the Subiaco
Police Station?

(2) What is the reason for these delays?
Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

(04-2)
The majority of requests for driving tests by applicants are accommodated
within one week. However, recently there has been a small carryover of tests
which could not be accomrmodated until the next week.

This situation compares favourably with some other States where, I am
informed, a wait of up to four months for a booking is not uncommon.

HOSPITALS - COOLC3ARDIE HOSPITAL
Renovation Tenders

189. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for Works:

(1) Were tenders called for the renovations at the Coolgardie Hospital and if not,
why not?

(2) If so, which company was awarded the tender?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) J.R. Farrell, builder.

PORT KENNEDY - FISH NURSERY REPORT
Marina Recommendations

192. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the existence of a report, or study or submission,

concerning the potential of the Port Kennedy area of Wambro Sound as a fish
nursery?

(2) If so, what is the tidle of the report, study or submission, and will the Minister
provide a copy of the document?

(3) Does the document make any recommendations regarding the construction of
a marina in the Port Kennedy area?

(4) If so, what are those recommendations?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1) Yes. A one page report was prepared.
(2) The report's tide is "Fish nursery role of the northern shore of Becher

Point" by Dr R. Lenanton of the Western Australian Marine Research
Laboratories. I have arranged for a copy of the report to be sent to
you. The bonourable member should note that the report was just one
of the pieces of advice received by the Minister for the Environment
on the Port Kennedy area.

(3) No specific recommendations are made in the report.

(4) Not applicable.
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TOLL ROADS - CONSIDERATION

194. Ron GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

I refer to an article titled "Call for Toll into City' on page three of the Daily
News, Friday, 4 May 1990 and ask -

(1) Is the Government considering the introduction of a toil system on the
freeway or any other major roads into the city?

(2) If so, how far advanced is such consideration and which locations are
being considered as toll points?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS - EVELINE ROAD-GREAT NORTHERN HIGHWAY, MIDDLE
SWAN

195. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

Further to question 920 on 12 December 1989, what action was taken in
respect of the traffic lights at the corner of Eveline Road and Great Northern
Highway, Middle Swan?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -
A thorough check made on 8 January with the assistance of a police
motorcycle patrol officer showed that the traffic signal detectors were
operating satisfactorily. Faults with the detectors at this intersection were
reported and corrected in December 1989.

JUVENILE CRIME - JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS AND DETENTION
CENTRES

Corrective Services Department Transfer
196. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Planning representing the Minister for

Community Services:

(1) Is it intended to transfer the juvenile justice programs and the juvenile
detention centres to the Department of Corrective Services following the
transfer of the responsibility of the Children's Court to the jurisdiction of the
Attorney General?

(2) If not' why not?

Hon KAY HALLAH-AN replied:

The Minister for Community Services has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2)
No. Although proposals to this effect have been made, no decision has
been made to transfer any of the functions of the Department for
Community Services to the Department of Corrective Services.

CHARTER BOAT FISHING - OWNERS AND) OPERATORS
Offices and Berthing Facilities Concern

198. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the concern of the charter boat owners and operators
on the lack of security of tenure for their offices and berthing facilities and the
effect this is having on the ability of these owners and operators to plan for
the fute growth of their industry?
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(2) What action is being taken to ensure that these operators have the opportunity
for long term leases of their facilities?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Yes.
(2) Longer termn leases of the facilities will be negotiated as soon as the

proposal to redevelop the Barrack Street jetty complex is finalised.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR - DREDGING
201. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Has the recent dredging of Fremantle Harbour created the positive
commercial environment previously expected and, if not, why not?

(2) In general terms has there been a significant increase in the use of the port by
ships requiring the additional depth created by the recent dredging?

(3) If so, has there been a substantial increase in the cargo throughput at the Port
of Fremantle as a direct result of the dredging?

(4) If not, why not?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) The present and future prospects for the commercial viability of the
Port of Fremantle are very encouraging.

(2) Since July 1989 more than 30 vessels have berthed in the ininer
harbouir with drafts in excess of 10.5 metres. Vessels which were
already regular callers to the port now have the opportunity to load to
maximum draft.

(3) Given the present economic climate, the performance and throughput
at the Port of Fremantle for the 10 months to April 1990 are most
encouraging in terms of the number of ship calls, gross chargeable
tonnage and container throughput.

(4) Not applicable.

TRANSPERTH - BOARD MEMERS
203. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for

Transport:

Who are the current members of the board of Transperib and when do their
current terms expire?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

Appointment
Expires

Smuart Hicks Chairman 6 June 1995
R.J. Ellis Member 14 January 1992
Dr 1.1. Gill Cormmissioner of Railways Ex officio

appointment
D.N. iharn Member 27 November 1990
Assoc Prof.

P.W. Newman Member 14 January 1992
LF. Sharp-Collett Member 30 June 1990
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POLICE LICENSING SECTION, BUNBURY - VENTILATION SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENT NOTCE

Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Department

204. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Police:

I refer to an improvement notice issued by the Occupational Health Safety and
Welfare Department requiring that an efficient ventilation system be provided
at the Police Licensing Section at 18 Victoria Street, Bunbury by 5.00 pm on
6 March 1990, to enable employees to work in a comfortable environment.

(1) Can the Minister inform the House why no work has yet been
undertaken to rectify' this situation?

(2) Will the licensing section receive suitable cooling before next
summer?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

(1) The Police Department was granted an extension of time by the Department
of Occupational Health, Safety arid Welfare until October 1990 on the work
order issued by them on 12 February 1990.

(2) Yes, subject to contractual arrangements.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

SWAN BREWERY SITE - REZONING
State Planning Commission (Amendment and Validation) Bill

L34, Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Is the rezonirig of the old Swan Brewery site in Mounts Bay Road one of the
sites contained in the State Planning Commission (Amendment and
Validation) Bill introduced into the Legislative Council on Thursday,
17 May?

(2) Will the Minister provide a schedule and plan describing the land the subject
of the Bill, setting out all of the amendments that are proposed?

Hon KAY H-ALLAHAN replied:

(I) I understand that the old Swan Brewery site was one that was rezoned.

(2) I will endeavour to have compiled the list of areas that the honouirable
member has asked for.

BLOOD ALCOHOL - 0.05 REFUSAL
Brown. Mr - Commonwealth Taxation Constitution Breach

135. Hon P.O. PENDAL to the Leader of the House:

I ask this question of the Leader of the House, but also in his capacity as the
Attorney General.
(1) Will he convey to the Minister for Transport this member's

congratulations on her refusal to lower the 0.08 per cent blood alcohol
limit to a lower Figure merely to get extra Communonwealth road
funding?

(2) Will he ask the Crown Law Department to examine whether
section 51 of the Commonwealth Constirution has been breached by
the Federal Minister, Mr Brown, in that this section forbids any
discrimination between the States in matters relating to
Commonwealth taxation?

(3) Given that the extra funds offered on the part of Mr Brown relate
directly to the dispersal of taxation revenue, will he as Attorney
General seek advice from the Solicitor General on the possibility that
this section could be used to mount a High Court challenge under the
non-discriminatory subsection of section 5 1?

1264



[Tuesday, 29 May 1990J126

Hon J.M. BER.INSON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2)-(3)
This question seeks a legal opinion on Constitutional matters and I am happy
to refer that to the Crown Law Department although I must say that on a quick
reading of the question by H-on Phillip Pendal it seems to me we are talking
here about conditional grants rather than taxation, and that would not appear
to be beyond Conmmonwealth powers. Nonetheless, I will look at this
question more closely when I see it in printed form, and obtain advice.

COMPANIES AN)) SECURITIES LEGISLATION - FEDERAL PROPOSAL
Attorney General's Meeting

136, Hon R.G. PIKE to the Attorney General:

Will the Attorney General inform. the House of the progress of his last
meeting with the Attorneys General of the Commnonwealth and the other
States in regard to the proposed transfer of corporate affairs powers to the
Commonwealth? I would be delighted to have him make a ministerial
statement so that we could be informed as to the stage negotiations have
reached.

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

To reciprocate the cooperative approach by Hon Bob Pike, I in turn would
have been delighted to give a further ministerial statement on the progress of
this matter if there were enough progress to justify a ministerial statement.
Unfortunately I think it must be acknowledged that we have reached a stage
of negotiations where progress, though still being made, is slow and the
difficulties remaining in the way of a change from our present system to the
Australian Securities Commission system are considerable. There are still
seven or eight matters left over from the last meeting requiring further
consultation and negotiations.

I do not want to give the impression in saying that that there was no point to
the last meeting or that progress was not made. Neither of those impressions
would be correct, but the fact is that the most important progress at the last
meeting was by way of clarification of the issues which remain to be resolved
between the Commonwealth and the States. In particular the Comm-onwealth
reached the point of specifically detailing its position in a number of areas
where we had previously relied on generalities. That is helpful. It forms the
basis for further work which is now being done. My only concern now is the
timetable, which appears to be getting away from us. In the ordinary course
of events the Ministerial Council would be due to meet again on 28 June. I
have suggested to the other members of the Council that that is too late for
these purposes and I have asked for an additional, or at least earlier, meeting.
in the week commencing 11 June.

COMPANIES AND SECURITIES LEGISLATION - FEDERAL PROPOSAL
States' Attitude

137. Hon R.G. PIKE to the Attorney General:

Is the Attorney General aware that the shadow Attorneys General in South
Australia and Victoria have been spoken to by me, as has Mr Gray in
Tasmania, and that the situation in South Australia and Victoria is such - and
thank God that the conservative parties control the majority of the votes .in
those Houses - that there is now a very real chance of those States' taking the
same attitude as Western Australia?

Hon J.M. I3ERINSON replied:

No, but I did note a Press report earlier today which referred to some such
meeting. I am surprised, now that Mr Pike has brought me up to date, that the
Press report spoke about the role of the Commonwealth shadow Attorney
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rather than Mr Pike's role, which I would have thought, with his usual
capacity for gaining notoriety, would have been dominant, at least in our own
media. Nonetheless, I am aware in general terms of that sort of discussion,
but of course it is not open to me to have any knowledge of what the actual
position in those upper Houses is likely to be.

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION - RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Federal Attorney General's Letter

138. Hon MURRAY MONTGOMERY to the Attorney General:

My question relates to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child.
(1) H-as the Attorney General received a letter from the Federal Attorney

General, Mr Duffy, dated prior to 7 May?

(2) Has he replied to that letter?

(3) What was in his reply?

(4) How did he ascertain the feelings of the Western Australian
community on the matter?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

I may well have received some correspondence on the matter but I have
received a great deal of correspondence on this matter, as well as on many
other matters. I would really need to check my records to be able to answer
that question. and if Hon Murray Montgomery would like to take it further I
suggest he put the question on notice.

HOLMES A COURT, MR - ART GALLERY REAPPOINTMENT
Policy Change

139. Hon P.H. LOCKYER to the Minister for The Arts:

Notwithstanding the excellent appointment of Mr Trevor Eastwood as
Chairman of the Western Australia Art Gallery, will the Minister explain to
the House why discourtesy was shown to the previous chairman, Mr Holmes a
Court, even though he had been advised by the previous Minister that he
would be reappointed to the position; and why was there a change in policy?

Hon KAY HALLA1HAN replied:

Members will appreciate that Ministers ask prospective chairs of boards if
they are prepared to accept appointments. I understand that occurred in this
case. However, the matter had not been confirmed by Cabinet. As members
will be aware, until a matter is confirmed by Cabinet and, if appropriate, by
the Governor in Executive Council, the matter is not finalised. That is the
case in this instance. I agree that Mr Holmes a Court was led to believe that
he had been reappointed and I apologised to him for the handling of the matter
in that regard.

Hon P.O. Pendal: HeI was pretty impressed with that.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I have worked with many people who have served on
Government boards and comnmittees in the interests of the community of
Western Australia. I always hope they leave their positions feeling that their
energy and expertise were fully appreciated. When that does not occur, I
regret it. I can say no more about that. However, Mr Trevor Eastwood has
accepted appointment as Chairman of the Western Australian Art Gallery and
I am sure he will do an excellent job.

TREES - FARM FENCING REQUIREMENT

140. Hon MURIEL PATTERSON to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Has discussion taken place or a decision been made by the Denmark office of

the Department of Agriculture or an environmental group to require farmers
to fence off trees on their properties?
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(2) If so, is the designated time 30 years?
(3) How is it intended to use the land after that time?

Hon KAY JIALLAHAN replied:

(I)-(3)
I will need to follow up this matter. If the honourable member puts the
question on notice, I will obtain the information for her.

STRAT70N DEVELOPMENT - ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

141. Hon DERRICK TOMLINSON to the Minister for Planning:

I refer to my question of 17 May about the Stratton development at Swan
View, in reply to which the Minister stated that she would be happy to hear
about particular concerns. Has an environmental impact assessment been
undertaken, or is being undertaken or planned to be undertaken in chat part of
the Stratton development encompassed by the quarry reserve, the cemetery
reserve, the sanitary site reserve and the public utility reserve?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

I am happy to have all those matters followed up for the honourable member.

PRISONS - FREMANTLE PRISON
Future - Government Committee

L42. Hon P.G. PENDAL to the Minister for Corrective Services:

(I.) Is it correct that a special Government committee has been considering the
future use of Fremnantle Prison once it ceases to function as a prison?

(2) If so, has this committee reported?

(3) If the answer to (2) is yes, what are the committee's major recommendations?

(4) When are the first prisoners to be transferred to the new prison at Casuarina?

Hon J.M. BERIINSON replied:

I thank the honourable member for advance notice of this question.

(1) Yes.
(2) No.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Anticipated about mid 1991 after Casuarina Prison is commissioned'

HOLMES A COURT, MR - ART CONNOISSEUR
143. Hon ROG. PIKE to the Minister for The Arts:

Does the Minister consider Mr Holmes a Court to be one of the most
knowledgeable and capable ant connoisseurs in the Cfmmonwealtxh?

The PRESIDENT: Order! Thte member is asking for an opinion.

Hon R.G. PIKE: I will rephrase my question.

NOLLE PROSEQUI - O'CONNOR, MR J.J.
144. Hon PETER FOSS to the Attorey General:

I refer to my question on notice 158 relating to the tabling of legal advice.

(1) Did the Attorney General table legal advice relating to the nolle
prosequi presented with regard to Mr .3. O'Connor?

(2) If so, what were the circumstances of the case which justified the
relaxation of the privilege normally attaching to that legal advice?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) I refer the honourable member to that part of my reply to question 158
which indicates that occasions have arisen when a Minister has
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decided that the circumstances of a case justify a relaxation of the
privilege normally applying ta legal advice. I regarded that occasion
as one which camne within that exception.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM - VINTAGE CAR SALE
No Sale

145. Hon P.O. PENDAL to the Minister for The Arts:

(1) Is it correct that the sale of one of the rarest of the vintage cars sold by the
Museum at auction earlier this year has fallen through?

(2) If so, is it the 1898 Star?

(3) Will the Government agree not to resell the vehicle and retain it for the people
of Western Australia now that it has this fresh opportunity?

(4) Will the Minister give a categorical assurance today that the money raised by
that auction has already been given to the Western Australian Museum and
not paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(1) [ understand the answer is yes.

(2) 1 am not sure whether the vehicle is called the 1898 Star but that could be
established.

(3)-(4)
Ft is unlikely that the trustees 6f the Museum would decide not to sell the
vehicle. As [ said when debating this prior to becoming the Minister, that was
the decision of the Museum trustees. They have not indicated any change of
position, and the understanding was that the proceeds from the sale of the
vehicles would assist the Museum to maintain its current displays and to
enhance collections that are more closely associated with the early
development of Western Australia-

Hon R.G. Pendal: Can the Minister give an assurance that that has happened?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: That was always the plan and it will have happened.
Hon P.O. Pendal: I know it was the plan.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: Plans do happen.

GOLDFIELDS ESPERANCE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - STAFF MEMBERS
146. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Police representing the Minister for

Regional Development:

(1) How many staff members have already been appointed to the Goldfields
Esperance Development Authority?

(2) What money has already been expended on staff, premises and for other
purposes in connection with the Coldfields Esperance Development
Authority?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied;

I thank the member for prior notice of the question and have been advised by
the Minister for Regional Development as follows -

(1) The authority has operated as a division of the Department of Regional
Development and the North West since 1 January 1990.

(2) The sumn of $5 375.19 has been expended on advertising for and
interviewing proposed board members and advertising the position of
director,

SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS - CITY OF PERTH

147. Hon GEORGE CASH to the Minister for Police:
(1) Does the Government support the use of surveillance cameras, as installed by

the City of Perth, for monitoring the movement of citizens?
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(2) If so, what criteria will satisfy the Government that such support for
surveillance cameras is justified?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

This issue comes under the category of an operational matter which is
supported by the police. I do not have any difficulty supporting it myself. I
have called into the Police Department and had a look at the situation there
and I have spoken to some of the police involved. I am fairly comfortable
with the situation. This Goverrnent has a history of supporting the police as
they address crime in the community and I invite the Opposition to do
likewise.

HOLMES A COURT, MR - ART GALLERY REAPPOINTMENT
Policy Change

148. Hon R.G. PIKE to the Miniscer for The Arts:

Given that Mr Holmes a Court is recognised as one of the most
knowledgeable and capable ant connoisseurs in the Commonwealth, and that
his capacity for administration is well known, on what specific grounds does
the Minister justify his non-renewal of appointment?

Hon KAY H-ALLAHAN replied:
This seems to have been a controversial appointment.

Hon P.G. Pendal: Mr Holmes a Court certainly thought so.

Hon E.J. Chariton: Partly because of the comments you made from New Zealand.

Hon Max Evans: You were on holiday and travelled first class!

Hon KAY HALLAT-AN: That is an outrageous thing for the member to say; he
should withdraw it. Clearly the Government has had a policy of appointing

-people to boards and committees in a way which generates a freshness to
these bodies by means of a through put of new interests and talents. A
decision was made to approach Mr Trevor Eastwood to see whether he would
be interested in chairing the Art Gallery - he is already a member of the board.
I was pleased he agreed to rake up that appointment.

CONMSSIONERS FOR DECLARATIONS - JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
New Appointments

149. Hon E.J. CHARLTON to the Attorney General:

Could he advise the position regarding new appointments of commissioners of
declaration and justices of the peace, particularly in country areas?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

There is no new position with either of the appointments to which the member
referred. Justices of the peace continue to be appointed on the
recommendation of local members of Parliament or magistrates, depending
solely on the perceived need for future appointments in particular areas.
Commissioners for declarations are now appointed much less frequently than
previously was the case owing to the great increase in the number of people in
the community who can now witness statutory declarations by virtue of their
positions in the Public Service and so on. Nevertheless, attention is paid to
the particular representation by members, and, in special circumstances which
justify it, a very limited number of commissioners of declarations are now
appointed.

ARTS DEPARTMENT - ONE-OFF SPECIAL ARTS PROJECTS
Government Funding

[50. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for The Arts:

Can the Minister outline the funding assistance the State Government has
provided for one-off special art projects?
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Hon KAY HAJLLAHAN replied:

I thank the honourable member for her question because many community
groups right around the State would have been advised recently of their
success in applying for one-off special grants. The arts area is a particularly
dynamic one, as I have found in the short time I have held this portfolio.
Western Australia is regarded as being well out in front of other Stares in the
arts field. I pay a tribute to the former Minister, David Parker, as it was on the
basis of his work and that of the Western Australian Department for the Arts
that WA was asked to chair the ministerial conference held last Friday in New
Zealand.

A record 194 applications were received for funding. Over $62 000 was
provided for regional projects including such things as touring groups. As
members might know, $87 000 was allocated for theatre and dance.

Point of Order

Hon W.N. STRETCH: As we have a limited time in which to ask questions, I
suggest that if the Mintister wishes to make a statement regarding a ministerial
portfolio it would be more appropriate to do so by ministerial statement rather
than by answer to a Dorothy Dix question.

The PRESIDENT: Order! There is a requirement that questions be short and to the
point, and it is equally important that answers be the same. I take it that the
Minister is answering the question and I suggest that she stick to the point.

Questions without Notice Resumed

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I do not want to interpret the point of order by the member
as an indication of his lack of interest in the arts regarding the various
allocations, some of which will be distributed to people in his electorate -

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister does not need to interpret the point of order
at alt, she should carry on with her answer.

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: I offer some figures which should be of interest to
members. Members opposite should have had some inquiries about these
allocations; and if they or their offices have not had inquiries about these
matters they should ask themselves why not.

This year $49 000 will be allocated for conmnunity arts projects; $48 995 will
go to Aboriginal art;, $45 500 will go to music projects;, $33 775 will go to
visual art and craft projects; and $14 700 has been allocated in literature
grants.

Hon P.O. Pendal: What about the WA Opera Company?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN: As can be seen, the allocations have been spread widely
across the various disciplines of the arts. Members should check with their
constituents as they may be pleased to be invited to a performance or
exhibition which could be an elevating experience for them.

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS -ANSWERS

151L Hon PETER FOSS to the Attorney General:

When may the House expect an answer to the questions delivered to Frank
Michell, which the Minister gave an undertaking would be answered?

Hon J.M. BERINSON replied:

The questions would have been submitted to the responsible Minister. I will
make inquiries as to their progress.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ART GALLERY - LONG TERM PLANNING

152. Hon R.G. PIXE to the Minister for The Arts:

My question is supplementary and asks -

(1) Why did she disregard my question regarding the long term planning
of the Western Australian Art Gallery?
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(2) Has she yet jettisoned or set aside the policy for the long term
development of the gallery as established by her predecessor,
Mr Parker?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(l)-(2)
I must have overlooked the first part of the member's question because - this
is the only conclusion that I can draw - the question was long and convoluted.
There were some very good policies put in place under my predecessor, and I
would certainly like to see them continued. While I have responsibility for
this portfolio, we will continue to see them pursued.

DRUNKENNESS - DECRZUMNALISATON
Leonora Police Officer's Criticism

153. Hon N.F. MOORE to the Minister for Police:

(1) Is the Minister aware that a senior police officer in Leonora scathingly
criticised the consequences of the decision to decrirninalise drunkenness?

(2) If so, does he agree with the criticism?

(3) Will the Minister investigate the situation in Leonora and elsewhere to see
whether the issues raised by the police officer are widespread and warrant
concern?

Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS replied:

(1)-(3)
I am not aware of this criticism. However, I have discussed this matter with a
number of police officers in country areas and is seems to me that there is a
lack of understanding about what the Government is trying to do in some
areas. I have asked for that to be rectified. Discussions I have held with the
police indicate that the support generally shown for that decriminalisation of
drunkenness will be extended across the force now that the matter has been
raised. I will try to ensure that some formal explanation of the proposal is
available in that area, if it is not already there - I would be a little surprised if
it were not. Obviously, I am concerned about what the member said, if it is
correct, as the decrimuinalisation of drunkenness is an important development.

KALGOORLIE AIRPORT - CROWN LAND
154. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Does the Minister favour Crown land vested in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder City
Council in miust being allowed for use in the relocation of the Kalgoorlie
Airport?

(2) If so, will this land be sold to be consistent with the Asset Management Task
Force's role of realising cash for Government assets?

(3) If not, will this land be vested at no charge to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder City
Council?

Hon KAY HALLAHAN replied:

(0 -(3)
It is a while since I addressed this question. I think it came to my attention
last year under the Local Governiment portfolio. [ would be happy to follow it
up and bring the member up to date on the matter if he would put the question
on notice.
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